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GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL. 

GOVERNOR OF BENGAL. 


His Excellency the Rig^ht Hon'ble Victor Ausxxnubr Gborqb RflHIlt 
Bulwer-Lttton, Earl of Lytton, P.C., G.O.I.K 


MEMBERS OF THE EXECUTIVE GOUNCIE. 


The Hon’ble Sir Abd-ur-Rahim, Xt., Vice-President, in 
following portfolios: — 

1. Judicial. 

2. Emigration. 

3.. Immigration. 

4. Jurisdiction. 

5. Legislative. 

6. . Haj Pilgrimage. 



The Hon’ble Mr. J. Donald, C.S.I., C.I.E., I.C.S., in chatgR ||| As 
following portfolios: — * ^ 


1. Appointment. 

2. Political (excluding Haj Pilgrimage). 

3. Police. 

4. Jails. 

6. Ecclesiastical. 

6. European Education. 


The Hon’ble Maharaja Eshacnish Chandra Rat Bahadur in ciiatge of 
the following portfolios: — 

1. Land Revenue. 

2. Land Acquisition. 

3. Forests. 

4. Irrigation. 

6., Excluded Ai^as. 


The Hon’ble Mr. T. Emerson, C.I.E., I.C.S., in charge of the foUofim 
portfolios: — 

1. Finance. * 

2. Separate Revalue. 

3. Conmerce and Reserved Industrial Subjects. 

4. Marine. 
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GOYEEUMENT OF BENGAL. 
MINISTEES. 


The Hon'ble Maulvi Abul Ea.sim Fazl-bl Huq, in charge of the 
following portfolioa: — 

1. Education. 

2. Medical. 

The Hon’ble Hadji Mr. Abdul Karim Abu Ahmed Khan Ohuznavi, in 
charge of the following portfolios: — 

1. Agriculture and Public Works. 

2. Local Self-Government and Public Health. 



GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL. 

PRINCIPAL OFFICERS OF THE BENGAL LEGISLATIVE 

COUNCIL. 

President. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. E. A. Qptton, C.I.E. 

Defuty President. 

Major Hassan Suhrawardt, M.H., F.R.C.S. 


Panel of Chairmen for the Sixteenth Session. 

Kttuar Shib Shekhareswar Rat. 

Sir Willoughby Carey, Kt. 

Babu Jatindha Nath Basu. 

Maulvi Ekramul Huq. 

Secretary to the Council — J. Bartley, I.C.S. • 

Assistant Secretaries to the Council — A. M. Hutchison, and E. N. 
Majuudar. 

♦ 

Registrar to the Council — ^T. W. McKay (on leave), M. Murhebji 
(officiating). 




BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL. 

ALPHABETICAL LIST OP MEMBERS. 

A 

Addams-Williams, Mr. C., C.I.E. (Nominated official.) 

Abamad, Maulvi Asimuddin. [Tippera (Muhammadan).] 

Ahmed, Maulvi Tayebuddin. [M 3 rmensingh East (Muhammadan).] 
Ahmed, Maulvi Zannoor. [Burdwan Division South (Muhammadan).] 
Aley, Mr. S. Mahhoob. [Calcutta North (Muhammadan).] 

Ali, Maulvi Sayyed Sultan. [Khulna (Muhammadan).] 

Ali, Mr. Altaf. [Mymensingh East (Muhammadan).] 

B 

Bagchi, Babu Homes Chandra. [Malda (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Baksh, Maulvi Kader. [Dinajpur (Muhammadan).] 

Band, Mr. R. N. (Indian Jute Mills Association.) 

Banerjea, Dr. Pramatbanath. [Calcutta East (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Banerjee, Babu Satya Eishore. (Burdwan Landholders.) 

Banerjee, Mr. A. C. [Calcutta South Central (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Banerjee, Hai Bahadur Abina.sh Chandra. (Nominated Non-official.) 
Barma, Rai Sahib Fanchanan, M.B.E. [Raugpur (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Bartop, Mr. H. (Anglo-Indian.) 

Basu, Babu Jatindra Nath. [Calcutta North (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Basu, Babu Sarat Chandra. [Burdwan (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Beg, Khan Bahadur Mirza Shuja’at Ali. [24-Pargana8 Municipal 
(Muhammadan).] 

Bose, Babu Bejoy Krishna. (Calcutta University.) 

C 

Carey, Sir Willoughby, Kt. (Indian Mining Association.) 

Chakravarti, Mr. Byomkes, (Bengal National Chamber of Commerce.) 
Chakravorti, Babu Jogindra Chandra. [Dinajpur (Non-Muhammadan) . ] 
Chakravorty, Babu Sudarsan. [Rajshahi (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Chatterjee, Babu Umes Chandra. [Bankura East (Non-Muham- 
madan).] 

Chaudhuri, Nawab Bahadur Saiyid Nawab Ali, C.I.E. [Dacca West 
Rural (Muhammadan)..] 

Chaudhuri, Rai Harendranath. [24-Parganas Rural North (Non- 
Muhammadan).] ' 

Chaudhury, Maulvi Md. Numl Huq. [Chittagong (Muhammadan).] 
Chaudhury, Maulvi Saiyed Abdur Rob. [Faridpur South (Muham- 
madan).] 



ALPHABETICAL LIST OP MEMBERS. 


▼iii 

Choinuddin, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Md. [Rajshahi North (Muham- 
madan).] 

Chowdhury, Maulvi Fazlal Karim. [Bakarganj North (Muhammadan).] 
Chunder, Mr. Nirmal Chandra. [Calcutta North Central (Non- 
Muhammadan) . ] 

Cohen, Mr. D. J. (Nominated Non-official.) 

Cooper, Mr. C. G. (Indian Jute Mills Association.) 

Corcoran, Mr. B. J. [Dacca and Chittagong (European).] 

Currie, Mr. W. C. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 

D 

Das, Babu Charu Chandra. (Nominated Non-official.) 

Das, Dr. Mohini Mohon, [Faridpur South (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Das, Mr. C. R. [Midnapore South (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Das Gupta, Dr. J. M. [Bogra cum Pabna (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Datta, Babu Akhil Chandra. [Tippera (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Daud, Mr. M. (Nominated Non-official.) 

Dey, Babu Boroda Prosad. [Hooghly Municipal (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Dey, Mr. G. G. (Nominated Official.) 

Donald, the Hon^ble Mr. J., C.S.I., C.I.E. (Member, Executive Council.) 
Doss, Rai Bahadur Pyari Lai, M.B.E. [Dacca City (Non-Muham- 
madan).] 

Dutt, Mr. G. S. (Nominated Official.) 

E 

Eddis, Mr. B. E. G. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 

Emerson, the Ilon’ble Mr. T., C.I.E. (Member, Executive Council.) 

F 

Faroqui, Khan Bahadur, K. G. M. (Nominated Non-official.) 
Forrester, Mr. J. Campbell. [Presidency and Burdwan (Eurojiean).] 

G 

Gafur, Maulvi Abdul. [Pabna (Muhammadan).] 

Ganguly, Babu Khagendra Nath. [Howrah Muncipal (Non-Muham- 
madan).] 

Ghuznavi, the Hon’ble Hadji Mr. A. K. Abu Ahmed Khan. [Minister, 
Mymensingh West (Muhammadan).] 

Godfrey, Sir George, Kt. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 

Goenka, Babu Badridas. (Bengal Marwari Association.) 

Goode, Mr. S. W. (Nominated Official.) 



ALPHABETIGAL LIST OF MEMBERS. U 

Oordon, Mr. A. D. (Indian Tea Association.) 

Guha, Mr. P. N. (Nominated Non-ofBcial.) 

H 

Haidar, Mr, S. N. [Calcutta South (Nan-Muhammadan).] 

Haq, Khan Bahadur Kazi Zahirul. [Dacca East Rural (Muhammadan).] 
Haq, Shah Syed Emdadul. [Tippera (Muhammadan). J 
Heard, Major General R., C.T'.E., M.D., K.II.S. (Nominated Official.) 
Hoque, Maulvi Sayedal. [Noakhali (Muhammadan).] 

Hossain, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Musharruf. [Malda cum Jalpaiguri 
( Muhammadan) • ] 

Hossain, Maulvi Wahed. [Barrackpore Municipal (Muhammadan).] 
Hiiq, Maulvi Ekramul. [Murshidabad (Muhammadan).] 

Huq, the Hon’ble Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ul. [Minister, Bakarganj West 
(Muhammadan).] 


J 

James, Mr. F. E. [Presidency and Burdwan (European).] 

James(m, Mr. A. K. (Nominated Official.) 

Joardar, Maulvi Aftab Hossain. [Nadia (Muhammadan),] 

K 

Khaitan, Babu Debi Prosad. (Nominated Non-official.) 

Khan, Babu Debendra Lai. [Midnapore North (Non-Muhaininadan).] 
Khan, Maulvi Abdur Rascliid. [Noakhali (Muhammadan).] 

Khan, Maulvi Amanat. [Chittagong (Muhammadan).] 

Khan, Maulvi Mahi Uddin. [Rangpur East (Muhammadan). J 

L 

Lai Mahammed, Haji. [Rajshahi South (Muhammadan).] 

Law, Raja Reshee Case, C.I.E. (Bengal National Chamber o£ 
Commerce. ) 

Liddell, Mr. H. C. (Nominated Official.) 

M 

Mahammad, Maulvi Basar. [Rangpur West (Muhammadan).] 

Maity, Babu'Mahendra Nath. [Midnapore South (Non-Muhammadan) . ] 
Marr, Mr. A., C.I.E. (Nominated Official.) 

Masih, Mr. Syed M. [Faridpur North (Muhammadan).] 

Mitra, Babu Jogendra Nath. [Jessore South (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Mitra, Babu Satyendra Chandra. [Noakhali (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Mitter, Sir Provash Chunder, Kt., C.I.E. (Presidency Landholders.) 
Moberly, Mr. A. N., C.I.E. (Nominated Official.) 
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ALPHABETICAL LIST OF MEBfBEBS. 


Moreno^ Dr. H. W. B. (Anglo-Isdian.) 

Morgan, Mr. G. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 

Mukerjea, Babu Taraknath. [Hooghly Rural (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Mukerji, Mr, S. C. (Nominated Non-oflScial.) 

H 

Nandy, Maharaj Rumar Sris Chandra. [Murshidabad (Non-Miiham- 
madan).] 

Nasker, Babu Hem Chandra. [24-Pargana8 Rural Central (Non- 
Muhammadan).] 

Nazirauddin, Khajo. [Bakarganj South (Muhammadan).] 

Neogi, Babu Manmohon. [Mymensingh West (Non-Muhammadan).] 

0 

Oaten, Mr. E. F. (Nominated Official.) 

P 

Pahlowan, Maulvi Md. Abdul Jubbar. [Mymensingh West (Muham- 
madan).] 

Phelps, Mr. T. J. (Calcutta Trades Association.) 

Philip, Mr. J. Y. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 

Q 

Quader, Maulvi Abdul. [Jessore South (Muhammadan).] 

R 

Rahim, the Hon'ble Sir Abd-ur., Kt. (Member, Executive Council.) 
Rahman, Mr, A. F, (Dacca University.) 

Raikut, Mr. Prasanna Deb. [Jalpaiguri (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Ray, Babu Abanish Chandra. [Birbhum (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Ray, Babu Anilbaran. [Bankura West (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Ray, Babu Nagendra Narayan. [Rangpur (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Ray, Babu Surendra Nath. [24-Parganas Municipal South (Non- 
Muhammadan) . ] 

Ray, Dr. Kumud Sankar. [Faridpur North (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Ray, Kumar Shib Shekareswar. (Rajshahi Landholders.) 

Ray, the Hon’ble Maharaja Bahadur* Kshaunish Chandra. (Member, 
Executive Council). 

Roy ChaUdhuri, Mr. K. C. (Nominated Non-official.) 

Roy, Babu Manmatha Nath. [Howrah Rural (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Roy, Babu Satcowripati. [Calcutta North-West (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Roy, Dr. Bidhan Chandra. [24-Parganas Municipal North (Non- 
Muhammadan) . ] 
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Roy, Mr. D. N. [Jessore North (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Roy, Mr. Kiran Sanki^r. [Dacca Rural (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Roy, Mr. S. N. (Nominated Official.) 

Roy, Mr. Tarit Bhusan. (Bengal Mahajan Sabha.) 

Roy, Raja Maniloll Singh, C.I.E. [Burdwan (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Roy Chaudhuri, Babu Sailaja Nath. [Ehulna (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Roy Chaudhury, Babu Brajendra Kishore. (Dacca Landholders.) 

Roy Choudhuri, Rai Bahadur Satyendra Nath. [Bakarganj South 
( N on-Muhammadan ) . ] 


8 

Salam, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Abdus. [Jessore North (Muhammadan).] 
Sarkar, Babu Hemanta Kumar. [Nadia (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Sarkar, Maulvi Allah Buksh. [Dacca City (Muhammadan).] 

Barker, Babu Naliniranjan. [Mymensingh East (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Sasmal, Mr. B. N. [24-Parganas Rural South (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Sen, Mr. N. C. [Bakarganj North (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Sen Gupta, Mr. J. M. [Chittagong (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Singha, Mr. Arun Chandra. (Chittagong Landholders.) 

Skinner, Mr. S. A. (Bengal Chamber of Comuierce.) ^ 

Suhrawardy, Dr. A. [24-Parganas Rural (Muhammadan).] 
Suhrawardy, Major Hassan. [Hooghlj^ cum Howrah Municipal 
(Muhammadan).] 

Suhrawardy, Mr. Huseyn Shaheed. [Calcutta South (Muhammadan).] 
Swan, Mr. J. A. L. (Nominated Official.) 

T 

Tarafdar, Maulvi Rajib IJddin. [Bogra (Muhammadan).] 

Travers, Mr. W. L., O.B.E. [Rajshahi (European). J 

V 

Villiers, Mr. Edward. [Presidency and Burdwan (European).] 

W 

Woodhead, Mr. J^ A. (Nominated Official.) 

Y 

Yasin, Maulvi Muhammad. [Burdwan Division North (Muhammadan).] 




THE BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 
PROCEEDINGS. 

(Official Report of the Sixteenth Session.) 

VOLUME XVI. 

Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Counoil aseembled under the 
provisions of the CovernnMnt of India Act. 

The Council met in the Council Chambm* in the Town ^all, Calcutta, 
on Tuesday, the 26th August 1924, at 3 p.m. 


Present: 

The Hon’ble the President in the Chair, the four Hon’ble Members 
of the Executive Council, the two Hon’ble Ministers and 129 nominated 
and elected members. 


Oath or Affirmation. 

The following members made an oath or affirmation of their allegi* 
ance to the Crown : — 

Major-Genekai. E. Heard, 

Mr. J. a. Woodhe.\d, 

Mr. S. W. Goode, 

Mr. a. E. Jameson, 

f 

Mr. W. C. Currie, 

Mr. S. a. Skinner, 

Mr. E. N. Band, 

Mr. T. J. Phelps, 

Mr. C. E. Das, 

Mr. F. E. James, 

Mr. Byomees Chakravarti, 

Mr. B. E. G. Eddis. 
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DEATH OF MEMBERS. 

Panel of Chairmen. 


[26th Aug. 


Mr. PRESIDENT (the HOfl’ble Mr. H. E. A. Cotton): Gentlemen, 
i|i accordance with the provisions of rule 3 of the Bengal Legislative 
Council Rules, 1920, I have nominated the following members to fonn 
a panel of four Chairmen, viis., Kumar Shib Shekhareswar Ray, Sir 
Willoughby Carey, Babu^atindra Nath Basu and Maulvi Ekramul 
Huq. Unless otherwise arranged, the senior member among them pre- 
sent in the order named will preside/ over the deliberations of this Coun- 
cil in my absence and in the absence of the IfeputJy President. 

Deaths of past members. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Gentlemen of the Council, — It is my melan- 
choly duty according to the practice of this Council to offer the last 
tribute to the niiumory cif four past Members of the Council whose loss 
we have lately had to deplore. 

Sir Ashutosh Mukherjee, who died at Patna on May 25th, at the age 
of 60, represented the Calcutta University on the Council from the year 
1899 to the year 1903, and from August, 1903, to June, 1904, he repre- 
sented the Corporation of Calcutta. In June, 1904, he was appointed a 
Judge of the High Court and in 1920 officiated as Chief Justice of 
Bengal. Nor were these his only public services, for from 1906 he filled 
t!ie office of Vice-Chancellor of the Calcutta University almost continu- 
ously until last year. He was in every sense of the word a great Bengali, 
and those of us who were privileged ti> enjoy his friendship can testify 
to the wide diversity of interests in which he excelled. There was in 
fact hardly a subject/upon which he embarked of which he did not make 
himself an absolute master. During his term of Office as a member of 
this Council he rendered most valuable public service. 

By a sad coincidence we have also to deplore the loss of Sir Ashutosh 
Chaudhuri, who died on May 23rd, at the age of 64. The connection of 
Sir Ashutosh Chaudhuri with the Council began in 1921, when upon 
his^ retirement from the Bench of the High Court- he was elected a mem- 
ber and he continued to sit until, the dissolution in September, 1923. 
My own knowledge of Sir Ashutosh expended over a period of thirty 
years, and it was a great pleasure as well as a privilege when he agreed 
upon my taking over charge of the office of President to act as one 
of the panel of Chairmen. I am indebted to him for much valuable 
assistance, which was always freely given. He too may truly be des- 
cribed as a great Bengali. 

Sir Frederick William Duke, who died in England an the 11th of 
June, at tiie age of 64, was a member of the Bengal Legislative Council 
under the old constitution from 1908 to 1911 and again from 1911 to 
1914. In 1908, he was appointed Chief Secretary to the Government of 
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Bengal and two years later, in 1910, he became a Member of the Exe- 
cutive Council, an office which he held until 1914, when he was trans- 
ferred to London as a Member of the Council of India. In 1919, he was 
appointed Permanent Under-Secretary erf State for India. He enjoyed 
the distinction of officiating as the last Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal — 
in 1911-12 — and in that capacity acted as President of the Legislative 
Council. Sir William Duke was a sincere friend of Indian aspirations 
and the prominent part which he played in mcmlding the Reforms which 
are Aibodied in the Government of India Act are known to all. 

Raja Ban Behari Kapur, who died on June, 4th, at the age of 70, 
was a member of the Bengal Legislative Council from 1886 'to 1886 and 
again from 1905 to 1907 ; while only last year he rendered valuable ser- 
vice as Piesident of the Committee which was appointed to consider the 
proposed Bengal Tenancy Bill. He was connected with the local bodies 
of Burdwan for many years and he was also an Honorary Magistrate of 
that place and in those capacities he laboured incessantly for the good 
(rf the locality in which he lived. 

It will be, I am sure, the wish of the Council that an expression of 
deep sympathy and of appreciation of the public work erf our late 
colleagues shall be sent in each case to their relatives. 

I will ask members to signify their assent by rising in their places. 

All the members stood up. 

Retirement of Mr. Tindall. 

Mr.. PRESIDENT: Gentlemen of the Council, — Since we rose in 
Ai>ril last we have lost the services of Mr. Christian Tindall, our Seci'e- 
tar/, • who has left us on long leave preparatory to retirement. 
Mr. Tindall had) been associated with the Council in the capacify of 
Secretary since 1916, and it is difficult to imagine either the Council or 
the Legislative Department without his familiar figure. There is, I 
venture to say, not? a single member of the Council, either past or present, 
who has not at some time or another profited by his intimate knowledge 
of procedure or who has not had occasion to appreciate the unfailing 
tact and good-will with, which he invariably endeavoured to advise and 
assist. I propose, with your approval, tSiat an expression of apprecia- 
ti#n of ^he great services rendered by Mr. Tindall to the Council shall 
be entered upon our proceedings, and a copy sent to him. I feel that 
you may not think it hecessalQr for me to put such a proposit?ion to the 
vote ; but I will do so formally. 

The question is that an expression of the great services rendered by 
Mr. Christian Tindall, c.i.e., i.c.s., to the Council be entered upon the 
proceedings and that a copy thereof be sent to him. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 
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DEMANDS FOE GEANTS. 


[26th At’G. 


Procedure regarding disouesioii of detitancfe for grants. 

Babu DEB I PRASAD KHAITAN* Some members on this side of 
the House want to know exactly the procedure you intend to iollow in 
regard to putting the motions for grants from Nos. 2 to 24, as they in- 
volve questions of some distinct principles. Nos. 2 to 11 involve the 
principle f/f the total abolition of the Ministry ; Nos. 12 to 23 involve 
the principle of fixing a salary on a lower level and No. 24 involvea the 
principle that the House has no confidence in the present? Ministers. 
What the members want to know is whether, if any of the moticus from 
Nos. 12 to 23 be carried, No. 24 will be considered to have fallen through, 
or whether it will still be put fo vote because it involves a different 
principle ? 


Mr. PRESIDENT. I shall follow the same procedure as } did on the 
last two! occasions upon which demands for grants were made. One and 
a half hours have been allc/tted for this particular demand, and when 
the limit of time has been reached, a bell will be rung. All amendments 
in connection wit’h this demand which have not been reached will then 
automatically lapse 'hnd the demand will be put together with any 
amendment which may at the moment be under discussion. With 
regard to the order in which the amendments will be put, I cannot" depart 
from the order in the paper. I will first of all put amendments 2 to 7, 
and if amendments 2 to 7 are lost and the demand still remains before 
the House, I shall put to vote amendments 8, 9, 10, and so on. That is 
the only way, unless all the intermediate! amendments before No. 24 are 
withdrawn. 

• 

Babu DEBI PRASAD KHAITAN: I do not want to change the order 
in the paper. What I want to understand is, if any of the mofions, 
Nos. 12 to 23, be carried, will you consider No-. 24 to have fallen through 
or will you still put it to vote if the time permits ? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: If amendments 2 to 7 are lost, it will be my duty 
to put 8 to 14, and I shall then have to put the other amendments in the 
order in which they stand on the paper. 

• 

MEMBER in charge of POLITICAL DEPARTMENT (the HOn’ble 
Mr. J. Donald): I think the member want^ » ruling as to whether if 
the grant is reduced by any figure the other motions can be put. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: My answer has been given. We shall go 
through the amendments as they stand on the paper. 
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Starred Queetkme. 

(to which oral answara were given). 

Reviaion of phir of aervioes in Agrioultura and Induatries 
DefMrtment. 

$ 

«la Babll 8UDAR8AN CHAKRAVORTYs (a) WiU the Hon’ble 
the Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Public 
Works be pleased to state whether it is a fact that in many services under 
Oovemment increments of pay have been allowed on acc^ount of the 
high cost of living ? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state the services 
under his Ministry in the Departments of Agriculture and Industifes 
of which the pay has not been revised ? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to State the reasons 
for this differential treatment ? 

MINI8TER in charge of DEPARTMENT of AGRICULTURE and 
PUBLIC W0RK8 (the Hon’ble Hadji Mr. A. K. Abu Ahmed Khan 
Ghuznavi): (a) The answer is in the affirmative. 

(6) (i) Subordinate Agricultural service; 

(ii) Subordinate Veterinary service; 

(in) Inspecting and auditing staff of the Co-operative Department; 

(tv) Staff of the Sericultural Department (including Nursery 
establishment) ; 

(v) Teaching staff of Government Technical and Industrial schools 
including Government Weaving Institute, Serampore, and connected 
weaving schools, and Comilla Survey school) ; and 

(vi) Clerical establishment of Government Technicjal and Industrial 
schools (excluding the (derical staff of the Government Weaving Insti- 
tute and of Comilla Surwy school) . 

(c) For want of financial provision in some instances and because 
in other instances the question of making the services permanent was 
under consideration. The consideration of the recommendations of the 
Betrenchment Committee also caused delay. Provision has been made 
in the budget estimate of 1924-25 for revision of the pay of the teaching 
staff of Seramj^re and the connected weaving schools and the Comilla 
Survey School. 

Primary aohools for boys and girls. 

•II. M«avl PAZLAL KARIM GHOWOHURY: Will the Hon’ble 
the Minister in charge of the Department of Education he pleased to 

2 
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QUESTIONS. 


, [26th Aira. 


state what steps were taken during the last two years and what steps 
are being taken during the current year for the establishment of free 
primary schools for boys and girls in Bengal P 


MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of EDUCATION (the 
Hon’ble Mauivi A. K. Fazl-ul Huq): The member is referred to the 
reply given to the starred question No, XXXIII asked by Mauivi Abdul 
Quader on the 18th February, 1924. Since then, schemes for free 
primary education have been sanctioned for two municipalities and fiv^ 
unions in addition. 


Colanization staff of BakarganJ Sundarbans. 

• 

*111. Mauivi FAZLAL KARIM CHOWDHURY: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble the Member in charge of the Department of Revenue (.Land 
Revenue) be pleased to state whether effect has been given to iJit» 
increment of pay sanctioned to the staff of the Colonization department 
the Bakarganj Sundarbans? 

(b) If not, what steps are the Government taking in the matter? 

(c) Is it not a fact that all other officers of Government have been 
receiving increased salaries for the last three years? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE (LAND 
REVENUE) (the Hon’ble Maharaja Kshaunish Chandra Ray Bahadur): 

(a) Yes, 

(h) This question does not arise. 

(c) Ministerial Officers generally have received increased salaries 
from the beginning of the year 1922. 


Muhanimadafi students in colleges. 

•IV. Mauivi Md. NURUL HUQ CHAUDHURY; Will the Hon’ble 
the Minister in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to 
lay on the table a statement showing the number of Muhammadan 
students studying — 

(t) in the different colleges of Bengal including the Dacca Uni- 
versity; and 

(it) in the Government colleges; 
of Bengal, college by college? 

The Hon’ble Mauivi A. K. FAZL-UL HUQ: (i) A statement showing 
the number of MuhammaiJans studying in the different classes of colleges 
in Bengal on 31st Marche 1923> is laid on the table. 

(it) A statement is laid on the table. 
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Statement referred to in the reply to dauee (♦) of starred question No. IV, blow- 
ing the number of Muhammadans studying in different edUeges in Bengal 
on Slat March, 1923. 

(1) Arts and Science Colleges — . 


2,862 


666 


Males 

• • 

. . 2,840 

Females 

• • 

3 

(2) Law 

• • 

362 

(3) Medical 

• • 

119 

(4) Engin^ring 

ft ft 

18 

(5) Education 


36 

(6) Veterinary 


31 


Total 


3,407 


Statement referred to in the reply to clause (it) of starred question No. IV, show- 
ing the number of Muhammadans studying in Oovemment OdUeges, college 
by college, on Slat March, 1923. 



Collegos. 

Number of Muhammadans. 

1. 

Presidency College, Calcutta 



146 

2. 

Dacca Intermediate College 



144 

3. 

Hooghly College 



27 

4. 

Sanskrit College 

• « 


NU. 

5. 

Krishnagar College . , 

. « 


12 

6. 

Chittagong College . . 

• . 

ft • 

136 

7. 

Rajshahi College 

• . 

ft ft 

204 

8. 

Calcutta Medical College 


ft ft 

114 

9. 

Bengal Engineering College, Sibpiir 


18 

10. 

David Hare Training College, 

Calcutta 

ft « 

12 

11. 

Dacca Training College 


ft ft 

23 

12. 

Bengal Veterinary College 

• . 

ft ft 

31 

13. 

Calcutta School of Tropical Medicine and 


NU. 


Hygiene. 




14. 

Bethune College, Calcutta . « 

ft a 

ft ft 

Nil. 

15. 

Eden High School, Dacca 

a a 

• • 

1 


Muhammaciaii studente in Medical institutions, 

•V. Maiilvf Md. NURUL HUQ CHAUDHURYl WiU the Hon’ble 

the Minister in charge of the Medical Department of Local Self-Govern- 
ment be pleased to lay on the table a statement showing the number of 
Mussulman students studying in — * 

(i) The Calcutta M^ical College; 

(it) The Carmichael Medical College; 

(Hi) The Campbell Medical School;' 

(it;) The Dacca Medical School; 

(t;) The Burdwan Medical School; and 
(t;i) The Mymensingh Medical School; 

2 a 
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MINISTER in Charge of MEDICAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon’Ue 
Mauivi A. K, Fail-ul Huq)! The figures are as follows : — 

(i) 128. 

(«) 3. 

(in) 105. 

(iv) 92. 

(v) 13. 

(vi) The Mymensingh Medical School has not yet been opened. 


Muhammadan students stuifying in Engineering Institutions. 

•VI. Mauivi Md. NURUL HUQ CHAUDHURY: (a) Will the 
Hon'ble th© Minister in charge of the Department of Education be 
pleased to lay on the table a statement showing the number of Mussal- 
man students studying in — 

(i) the Bengal Engineering College, Sibpur; and 
(it) the Ahsanullah Engineering School, Daco^P 

(fe) Is it a fact that many Mussalman students did not get admission 
in the Ahsanullah Engineering School in the years 1922 and 1923? 

(c) If the answer to (b) is in the affirmative, will the Hon^ble the 
Minister be further pleased to state what steps he is proposing to take 
to admit more Mussalman students there? 

(d) la it a fact that there are very few Mussalman students in the 
Sibpur Engineering College? 

(e) If so, are the Government considering thei desirability of making 
provision for more scholarships for the Moslem students of that College? 

^The Hon’blo Mauivi A. FAZL-UL HUQ. (a) A statement is laid 
on the table. 

(b) Yes. Government are considering the question and the Direc- 
tor of Public Instruction has been asked to report on the desirability of 
reserving a suitable percentage of admissions for Mussalman students. 

(c) Steps have been taken by the recent creation of scholarships 
reserved for Mussalman students. 

(d) Yes. 

(e) Owing to the lack of qualified candidates difficulty is found in 
awarding existing scholarships reserved for Mussalmans. Government 
do not therefore see the necessity of making provision for more scholar- 
ships. 
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Statement referred to in the reply to clause (a) of starred question 

No. VI. 

(i) Number of Hussalman students in the Bengal 

Engineering College on the 31st March, 1923 ... 18 

(it) Number of Mussulman students in the AhsanuUah 
School of Engineering, Dacca, on the 31st 
March, 1923 ... 42 

Acquisition of land for E. I. Ry. Cc. in Howrah Town. 

*Vil. Babu KHACENDRA NATH CANCULYl (a) Is the Hon’ble 
the Minister in charge of the Department of Public Works aware that 
considefable quantities of land in the heart of the town of Howrah are 
being acquired for the East Indian Bailway Company for the provision 
of quarters for their staff? 

(b) Is the Hon'ble the Minister also aware that a large number of 
holdings has already been acquired for the purpose? 

(c) Is the Hon’blej the Minister aware that land is available in the 
less thickly populated area of the town and close to the railway line? 

(d) Are the Government considering the advisability of obtaining 
the views of the Chairman of the Municipality before considering future 
proposals for the acquisition of land in the municipal town of Howrah? 

The Hofi’bte Hadji Mr. A. K. ABU AHMED KHAN CHUZNAVI: 

(a) and (6) Yes. 

(c) Yes ; but after thorough investigation the Government of India 
are convinced that no land further out from Howrah will serve the pur- 
pose for which the land in question is required. 

(d) The Land Acquisition (Amendment) Act, 1923, empowers any 
person interested in the land to file written objections to the Collector 
within thirty days after the issue of the notification under section 4 of 
the Act. Under the provisions of this Act it will be open to the ChairmaC 
of the Municipality to raise an objection if he so desires. 

Number of Eurofiean and Anglo-Indian students in schools. 

*VIII. Mauivi Md. NURUL HUQ CHAUDHURYl Will the 

Hon’ble the Member in charge of European Education be pleased to lay 
on the table a statement showing the number of European and Anglo- 
Indian, students studying in the different — 

(i) private schoors, and 

(u) Government schools 

of Bengal ? 
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MEMBER in charge of EUROPEAN EDUCATION (the Hon'ble 
Mr. J. Donald) : A statement is laid on the table. 

\ 

Statement r^erred to in the reply to starred question No. VIII, shovoing- 
the number of students studying in the various European schools in 
Bengal. 

(i) Students reading in privately-maiMiged aohools. 


VO. 

Kama of Sohool. 

Total numbdr 
of BtudentB on 
the rolls. 

Number of 
European and 
Anglo-IndJan 
students. 

1 

£ 

8 

4 

1 

St. Joseph's College, Darjeeling . . 

264 

257 

2 

St. Xavier's College (School Department), Calcutta 

617 

365 

3 

St. Paul’s School, Darjeeling 

192 

177 

4 

La Martiniere School (Boys), Calcutta . . 

295 

240 

3. 

St. Joseph's High School, Calcutta 

481 

406 

6 

St. Patrick’s School, Asansol 

247 

229 

7 

La. Martiniere School (Girls), Calcutta . , 

138 

114 

8 

Pratt Memorial School, Calcutta 

284 

219 

9 

Loreto House, Calcutta 

338 

240 

10 

Calcutta Girls' School 

305 

258 

11 

Diocesan Girls’ School, Darjeeling 

173 

156 

12 

Loreto Convent, Darjeeling 

^ 167 

154 

13 

Queen's Hill School, Darjeeling . . 

138 

126 

14 

St. Helen's Convent, Kurseong 

178 

‘ 176 

15 

Goethals Memorial Orphanage, Kuraeong 

172 

172 

16 

Calcutta Boys' School 

159 

134 

17 

St. Teresa’s School (Girls), Calcutta 

132 

126 

18 

Jewish Girls' School, Calcutta 

189 

• » • • 

19 

Loreto Convent (Asansol) . . 

176 

174 

20 

St. Andrew's Colonial Homes, Kalimpong, Secondary 




Department 

33 

33 

21 

Calcutta Free School (Boys) 

191 

186 

22 

St. Joseph's Free School, Calcutta 

332 

216 

23 

Catholic Male Orphanage, Calcutta 

247 

241 

24 

St. Gregory’s School, Dacca 

54 

42 

25 

St. Aloysius’ Day School and Orphanage, Howrah . . 

116 

106 

26 

Calcutta Free School (Girls) 

106 

100 

27 

Loreto Boarding School (Girls), Calcutta 

102 

92 

28 

Loreto Orphanage, Calcutta 

St. Agnes' School, Howrah . . 

390 

374 

29 

115 

102 

30 

St. Francis Xavier's School, Dacca 

111 

96 

31 

St. Soholastica's Convent, Chittagong . . 

125 

125 

32 

Convent of the Immaculate Conception, Chander- 

111 

104 

33 

nagore. 

St. Paul's Mission School, Calcutta 

183 

163 

34 

Loreto Day Cchool, (Dharamtola), Calcutta 

318 

247 

35 

Loreto Day School (Bowbazar Street), Calcutta 

162 

139 

36 

Loreto Day School Sealdah, Calcutta . . 

198 

188 

37 

B. N. Railway, European School, Kharagpur 

St. Andrew's Colonial Homes, Kalimpong 

189 

189 

38 

522 

522 

39 

Loreto Free School (Dharamtola), Calcutta 

176 

175 

40 

Loreto Free School (Bowbazar), Calcutta 

119 

119 

41 

Loreto Free School (Sealdah), Calcutta. . 

72 

72 

42 

Gouldsmith Free School, Calcutta 

81 

71 

43 

St. Thomas* Sohool, Howrah 

104 

92 

44 

St. Paul's Boarding and Day School, Calcutta 

159 

159 

45 

St, Elizabeth's Free Day School, Howrah 

Wesleyan Preparatory School, Calcutta 

St. James' Parochial School, Calcutta . • 

1 

30 

30 

46 

88 

49 

47 

161 

135 






1924 .] 


QUESTIONS. 


11 


Ko. 

Ntnie of Sehool. 

Total number 
of students on 
the rolls. 

Number of 
European and 
Anglo-Indian 
students. 

1 

2 

1 

8 

4 

48 

St. John’s Diocesan Day School, Calcutta 

6S 

50 

49 

Kidderpora House, Calcutta 

162 

162 

^0 

East Indian Railway School, Lilooah . . 

23 

23 


' East Indian Railway School, Bandel . . 

15 

16 

52 

East Indian Railway School, Ondal 

27 

27 

53 

East Indian Railway School, Asansol . . 

60 

60 

54 

East Indian Railway Sehool, Rampurhat 

11 

11 


Eastern Bengal Railway School (Chitpur Dakhin- 
dari). 

22 

22 

56 

Eastern Bengal Railway School, Kanchrapara 

25 

25 

57 

Eastern Bengal Railway School, Saidpur 

162' 

162 

58 

Armenian College, Calcutta 

122 

.... 

59 

St. Placid’s School, Chittagong 

92 

74 

60 

The Children’s House (Kurseong) 

11 

11 


Total 

- , - — 

10,028 

8,620 


(ii) Students reading in sohools managed b;^ Cevernment. 


No. 

Name of School. 

Total number 

of students on 

the roRs. 

Number of 
European and 
Anglo-IndSan 
students. 

1 

2 

8 

4 

1 

Victoria School (Boys), Kurseong 

186 

185 

2 

Dow Hill School (Girls), Kurseong 

115 

115 

3 

Dow Hill Training Class, Kurseong . . * . 

18 

18 


Total 

318 

318 


Conoiliatiofi Panel and its duties. 

♦IX. Mr. 8. N. HALDAR: (a) Will the Hon’ble the Member in 
charge of the Department of Commerce be pleased to state — 

(i) the number of strikes and of disputes between employees and 

employers of labour that took place during the yeai* from 
September, 1922, to August, 1923; 

(ii) the number of those strikes and disputes in which the Concilia- 

tion Panel formed by Government helped to settle such strikes 
and disputes; and 

(Hi) whether the Conciliation Panel interfered of its own motion in 
any such strikes and disputes? 

(h) Will the Hon^ble the Member be pleased to state the functions 
and duties of the Conciliation Panel P 
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MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of COMMERCE (the 
Hon’ble Mr. T. Emerson): (a) (i) Seventy-seven. 

(u) Nolne. 

(m) Vide (it) above. 

(h) For the functions and duties of the Conciliation Panel, the mem- 
ber is referred to the reply to question 63 (a} (t) asked by Mr, Md. Daud 
on the 18th February, 1924. 

Settlement of disputes by Conciliation Board. 

•X. Mr. 8. N. HALDAR: (a) Will the Hon’ble the Member in 
charge of the Department of Commerce be pleased to state— 

(i) how many labour disputes have been decided and settled by the 

Conciliation Board or Panel formed by the Government Reso- 
lution No. 4681 Com., dated the 11th September, 1922, until 
the new panel had been formed by Resolution No. 2178 Com. ; 

(ii) how many employees of the different industrial concerns have 

taken advantage of such a panel ; and 

(iit) how many employers of Labour have taken advantage of the 
existence of such a panel? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to lay on the table a 
statement showing the names of such persons as have taken advantage 
of such a Conciliation Panel? 

The Hon’ble Mr. T. EMERSON: (a) (i) The member is referred to 
the reply to question 53 (a) (i) asked by Mr. Md. Daud on the 18th 
February, 1924. 

No dispute has occurred since in which the Conciliation Panel has 
been utilised. 

(a) (it), (in) and (b) The questions are not understood. Vide reply 
to (a) (i) above. From time to time applications have been received 
from persons acting on behalf of employees to have Conciliation Boards 
appointed, but it is impossible to give the names of such persons or the 
number of employees affected. No applications have been received from 
employers. 


Canstitution of Conoiliatiom Board. 

»XI. Mr. 8. N. HALDAR: (a) Will the Hon’ble the Member in 
charge of the Department of Commerce be pleased to state whether the 
different existing labour unions were consulted and asked to suggest 
names of persons for nomination on the Conciliation Board? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble the Mem- 
ber be pleased to state the reasons why their opinions were not obtainedl 
before forming such a panel? 
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^ (c) WiH the Hon' We the Member be pleased to state— 

(i) whether the names of persons chosen by Government were cir-^ 

culated to the labour unions and associations; and 

(ii) whether their opinions were invited before the constitution of 

the board and publication of the names? 

The Hon’Me Mr. T. EMERSON : (a) No. 

(6) As the number on the panel is limited, Government deemed it; 
necessary to nominate members to represent Labour. 

(i) No. 

(ii) No. 


Financial help to old scheme Madrassahs. 

*Xil. Mauivi 8AYEDAL HOQUES (a) WiU the Hon’ble the Minis- 
ter in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to state — 

(i) whether there is anj departmental bar to granting aids, lump- 

sum and recurring, to the old scheme Madrassahs; 

(ii) if so, what is the bar; and 

(in) what are the causes for the bar? 

(b) If there is no departmental bar, will the Hon'ble the Minister be- 
pleased to state what is the amount annually allotted .for those 
Madrassahs ? 

(c) Is it a fact that out of the total strength of Muhammadan stu- 
dents in Bengal nearly 60 per cent, read in these old scheme Madrassahs P 

(d) If not, what is the correct percentage of students reading in the 
old scheme Madrassahs? 

(e) Are the Government considering the desirability of taking step® 
for the regular teaching of Muhammadan students if they prefer to 
remain in those Madrassahs? 

The Hon’ble Mauivi A. K. FAZL-UL HUQs (a) (i) to (Hi) No. In 

their Resolution No. 450 T.G., dated the Slst July, 1914, Government 
stated that while not debarring absolutely from Government aid 
Madrassahs which followed the old course of studies, they would give 
preference to those adopting the reformed scheme. In practice it ha»^ 
been found that help given to an old scheme Madrassah correspondingly 
injui'es a new scheme Madrassah, and it is the policy of Government to 
restrict financial help to the latter variety. 

(h) The question does not arise. 

(c) No. 

(d) 13 '81 per cent. - 

(e) Government have no intention of modifying the practice hitherto 
followed.' 
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Daooa University Court and question of representation of 
depressed classes. 

Babu MOHINI MOHON DAS: {a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Depai-tment of Education be pleased to state 
whether there are any representatives of the depressed classes in the 
Court of the Dacca University P 

(b) If not, are the Government considering the desirability of 
taking steps in the matter? 

The Hon’ble Mauivi A. K. FAZL-UL HUQ: {a) and (b) The 

answer is in the negative as no provision is made in the Act or Statutes 
of the University of Dacca for any special representation of the depressed 
classes on the Court of the University. 


Clinical training of students of the National Medical Institute. 

•XIV. Babu SATYENDRA CHANDRA MITRA: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Medical Department be pleased 
to state — 

(i) whether permission was given to students of a certain medical 
school in Calcutta not affiliated to the State Medical Faculty 
or the Council of Medical Registration in Bengal to attend 
the Howrah General Hospital for clinical training; 

(u) if so, what is the name of the institution ; 

(iii) whether it is a fact that the Hon’ble the Minister was the Chair- 
man of the Governing Body of the said school ; 

{iv) whether it is a fact that similar permission was refused to 
another institution, viz., the National Medical Institute; 

{v) whether it is a fact that the Government refused the National 
Medical Institute the permission of dissection of surplus 
dead bodies from the different hospitals ; and 

{vi) whether it is also a fact that permission was given to the 
National Medical Institute subsequently? 

(6) Are the Government intending to reconsider their decisions about 
permission to students of the National Medical Institute to attend the 
Sambhu Nath Pandit Hospital and other hospitals in Calcutta? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) whether the honorary Physicians and Surgeons in the different 
Calcutta Hospitals are willing to give the necessary training 
to the students ; and 

(ii) whether it is a fact that there are female nuwes in many 
hospitals where medical students are also trained? 
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The Hm’Me Mauivi A, K. FAZL-UL HUQ: {a) (t) No. 

{ii) and {Hi) The questions do not arise. 

{iv) The National Medical Institute never applied for permission 
to utilise the Howrah General Hospital for clinical training. 

(t?) Yes. 

(ri) Yes. Permission has been allowed provisionally for a period of 
three years on the expiry of which Government have reserved the right 
to cancel the permission if the Government Body fail^ in the meantime, 
to obtain recognition by the Bengal Council of Medical Registration. 

(6) The Secretary of the National Medical Institute recently submit- 
ted an application for permission to utilise the Sambhu Nath Pandit 
Hospital and certain other hospitals in Calcutta for purposes of clinical 
training but has been informed that Government cannot consider the 
question until the Institute is recognised by the Bengal Council of 
Medical Registration. 

(c) (i) Government have no information. 

{ii) The answer is in the affirmative. 

Dr. KUMUD 8ANKAR RAY; Will the Hon’ble the Minister in 
charge of the Medical Department be pleased to state whether it is a 
fact that certain medical schools which were not recognised at the time 
were allowed to send students to Howrah General Hospitals for the 
purpose of clinical training on payment of Rs. 2 from students. 

The Hon’ble Mauivi A. K. FAZL-UL HUQ: I should like to have 
notice of the question. 

Advertising vacancies for stencgraphers and typists. 

♦XV. Dr. H. W. B. MORENO: Will the Hon^ble the Member in 
charge of the Department of Finance be pleased to state whether the 
Government are considering the desirability of advertising in newspapers 
the occurrence of future vacancies, temporary or otherwise, among short- 
hand writers and typists in the Bengal Secietariat, in order to enlist the 
services, among others, of qualified Anglo-Indian ladies? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of FINANCE (the Hon’ble 
Mr. T. Emerson); All vacancies for typists are duly advertised. 
Vacancies for stenographers are advertised if they cannot be filled from 
the ranks of typists and others already in the service of Government 
who have, by attending evening classes or otherwise, fitted themselves 
for such posts. 

br. H. W. B. MORENO; Will the Hon'ble Member in charge of 
the Department of Finance be pleased to state whether in such advertise- 
ments for stenographers and typists latitude is given to lady steno- 
graphers and typists to apply. 
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The Hon'ble Mr. T. EMERSON: There is no objection to ladies 
applying for these posts. 

Appointment of Anglo-Indians to Government Services. 

•XVI. Dr. H. W. B. MORENO: (a) Will the Hon’ble the Member 
in charge of the Department of Finance be pleased to state, whether 
there have been at any time any orders in existence requiring a certain 
percentage of appointments under the Government of Bengal to be given 
to Anglo-Indians and Domiciled Europeans in certain offiees and 
departments ? 

(b) If so, have these orders been rescinded or modified P 

(c) If the answer to (h) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble the 
Member be pleased to state in what way the rules have been modified? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state the grounds for 
the rescission or modification P 

(e) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state whether these 
orders are being ’duly observed by the Government? 

The Hcn’ble Mr. T. EMERSON : (a) There have never been any such 
orders. 

(b) to (e) Do not arise. 

Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill. 

•XVII. Dr. H. W. B. MORENO: Will the Hon’ble the Member in 
charge of the Department of Hevenue (Land Revenue) be pleased to state 
when it is in the contemplation of the Government to introduce the 
Bengal Tenancy Act (Amendment) Bill in the Bengal Legislative 
Council P 

The Hon’ble Maharaja KSHAUNI8H CHANDRA RAY Bahadurs 

It has not yet been decided when the Bill will be introduced. 

Increase of malaria due to silting up of rivers and khals. 

•XVIII. Babu MANMATHA NATH ROY: Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government be 
pleased to state — 

(i) whether it has been established that the silting up of rivers and 
Jchals in this Presidency has resulted in an increase of 
malaria ; and 

(it) whether the Government are considering the desirability of 
making allotments in the next Budget for the purpose of 
clearing the rivers and khals ? 
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MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of LOCAL SELF- 
GOVERNMENT and PUBLIC HEALTH (the Hon’ble Hadji Mr. A. K. 
Abu Ahmed Khan Ghuznavi); (i) The Director of Public Health is of 
opinion that in the deltaic portion of Bengal malaria tends to increase 
concurrently with the silting up of the local rivers and water courses. 

(ii) Yes; the following provisions were made by the Irrigation 
Department in the Budget for 1924-25 : — 

Completion of the Amirabad Drainage project in the Midnapore 
District — Rs. 25.000 ; Excavation of the Hoorhoora Khal in the Howrah 
District — Rs. 3,50,000; Completion of the Arapanch anti-malarial 
project in the 24-Pargana8 District — Rs. 41,000; Silt clearance of the 
Gangakhali Soadighi Khal in the Midnapore District — Rs. 1,50,000; 
Silt clearance of Joygopal Khal in the Midnapore District — Rs. 49,000; 
Silt clearance of Khas Tehsil Khals in the Midnapore District — 
Rs. 20,000 ; and all these items were rejected by the Legislative Council. 
The member himself who asks this question voted against them. 

Dhai ” training. 

*XIX. Babu JOCENDRA NATH MITRA: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
the Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government be 
pleased to state — 

(t) whether it is a fact that the class of hereditary dhais (midwives) 
in Bengal is gradually dying out; and 
(ii) whether it is a fact that the women living in villages are put 
to great diflSculties at the time of delivery? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state what steps, 
if any, have beer taken to train any section of women to act as dhais? 

The Hon’ble Hadji Mr. A. K. ABU AHMED KHAN GHUZNAVI: 

(a) (i) Government have no definite information. 

(ii) Government have no definite information, but it is understood 
that there is a lack of trained dhais in the villages. 

(b) For the purpose of training of indigenous dhais, Government 
sanctioned the sum of Rs. 260 to each of the district boards of Howrah, 
Birbhum, Dacca, Baks^rganj, Rajshahi, Dinajpur, Rangt}ur, Bogra, 
Nadia and Tippera durihg the year 1923. A curriculum for the train- 
ing of such dhais was prepared and circulated to these district boards. 
A copy of the Saral Dhatrishikhya-o^Kumar T antra was also supplied 
to these district boards. 

A provision of Rs. 16,000 has been made in the current year’s budget 
for the training of dhais in towns an<J in rural areas in fifteen districts, 
for which a detailed scheme is under preparation by the Director of 
Public Health. 
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Unstarred Questions. 

(answers to which were laid on the table). 

Posts of Assistant and Sub-Assistant Surgeons in Dacca Medical 

School. 

1. Babu ROMES CHANDRA BAGCHI: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Medical Department be pleased to state 
whether the ; posts of Assistant Surgeons and Sub- Assistant Surgeons 
attached to the Mitford Hospital and Medical School, Dacca, are tenure 
appointments P 

(h) Will the Hon’ble the Minister bd pleased to state the reasons for 
allowing some of the officers extensions in their respective posts? 

(c) Is it a fact that some of these officers have been given long exten* 
sions in those posts? 

(d) Is it a fact that these posts are considered by the officers of the 
Medical Department as prize appointments? 

(e) Is the Hon’ble the Minister aware that there is great discontent 
amongst the officers of the Medical Department ? 

(/) Is it a fact that some of these oifficers are continuing in the 
Mitford Hospital and Medical School, Dacca, by constant inter-changes 
of duties on the expiiy of their respective terms and thereby monopolising 
the posts ? 

(,(/) If the answer to (/) is in fhe affirmative, are the Government 
proposing to take necessary steps to remove the discontent? 

(h) If the answer to (/) is in the negative, are the Govemnient con- 
sidering the desirability of making an inquiry and of ascertaining the 
facts? 

The Hon’ble Mauivi A. K, FAZL-UL HUQ; (a) Yes. 

(b) In the interests of public service. 

(c) Yes, in a few cases only. 

(d) Some are considered to be good appointments but not 'all. 

(e) No. 

(/) Inter-changes have been allowed in four cases in view of the 
special merits of the officers and in the interests of the^chool. 

(^) Does not arise. > ^ 

(h) Does not arise. 

Posts of two Deputy Superintendents in the Dacca Medioal School- 

2. Babu ROMES CHANDRA BAGCHI: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Medical Department be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that there are two Deputy Superintendents attached 
to the Medical School and Mitford Hospital, Dacca, respectively P 
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(b) Is it a fact that there is only one such officer in the Medical 
College and Medical College Hospital and in the Campbell Medical 
School and Campbell Medical Hospital doing the combined duties of 
bothP 

(c) If the answers to (a) and (b) are in the affirmative, will the 
Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state the reasons for iliis difPeren- 
tiation between the Dacca and Calcutta Medical instilutions and 
hospitals^ 

(d) Are the Government contemplating the amalgamation of these 
twoi posts at Dacca into one, as in Calcutta P 

The Hm’ble Meuivi A. K. FAZL-UL HUQ; (a) Yes. 

(6) There is no Deputy Superintendent at the Medical College; while 
there is one Assistant to the Superintendent at the Medical College 
Hospital. The answer to the latter part of this question is in the 
affirmative. 

(c) Two officers are necessary at Dacca as the conditions there differ 
from those obtaining in the case of the Campbell Medical School and 
Hospital where there is a whole time Superintendent ; whereas at Dacca, 
the Civil Surgeon holds the collateral charge of the Medical Scffiool, 
the Mitford Hospital, and the Mental Hospital. 

(d) For the reasons stated in answer to (c) above, the question doea 
not arise. 


Teaching staff of Dacca Medical School. 

3. Babu ROMES CHANDRA BAGCHI: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Medical Departme?it be pleased to state why 
the working hours of the teachers of the Dacca Medical School and 
Mitford Hospital are only two from 8-30 a.m. to 10-30 a.m.P 

(b) Is any attendance register kept? 

(c) If so, who supervises the register? 

(d) Is the Hon’ble the Minister aware that the teachers go out on 
private calls during the working hours both in the hospital and in the 
school P 

(e) Is the Hon’ble the Minister aware that the teachers attached to 
the school teach vh one subject only? 

(/) Is the Horl^le the Minister also aware that each teacher teaches 
only for 40 hours in the year? 

Are the Qevemment considering the desirability of amalgamating 
some of the posts for retrenchment as was done previously, such as 
Surgery and Anatomy, Physiology and Pathology, Medicine and Materia 
Medica, Jurisprudence and Midwifery? 

(h) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state the standard 
of qualifications for selection of teachers of the Dacca Medical School P 
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(t) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state the quali- 
fications of each teacher of the said schpol at the present time? 

(;) Will the Hon'ble the Minister be pleased to lay on the table 
a list of medical officers in the Dacca Medical School and Mitford 
Hospital with the dates as to when they were stationed there? 

The Hon’Me Mauivi A. K. FAZL-UL HUQ: (a) The hours of attend- 
ance of teachers at the Mitford Hospital were fixed some years ago from 
S-30 A.M. to 10-30 A.M. to suit all concerned. These are clinical in- 
struction hours and students have to attend lectures at 11 a.h. Teachers 
also attend the hospital when called for emergent cases. 

(6) Yes. 

(c) The Superintendent. 

(d) They are allowed to do so on rare occasions in case of urgency. 

(e) Yes — except in the case of Medical Jurisprudence and Hygiene. 

(/) This is not so, the hours ara nearer 60 and in addition there is 

clinical instruction daily. 

(g) No. The teacherships were split up after mature consideration. 
Their re-amalgamation would constitute a retrograde step and would 
be detrimental to efficient teaching. 

(h) Assistant Surgeons with special knowledge of the various subjects. 

(i) Qualifications of each Teacher. — 

1. Captain P. Ganguli, b.a , d.t.m. &c., Teacher of Medicine. 

College qualifications. — Holder of three gold medals, one certificate 

of Honours, General Scholar from 1902-1907. 

University awards. — Dr. B. Ghosh's Prize; Durgacharan Laha 
Scholarship. 

Post Graduate qualifications. — Diploma of the Tropical Medicine- 
Special qualification for the appointment; stood first in Tropical 
Medicine in d.t.m. Held the appointment of clinical tutor in Medicine, 
Medical College. 

General work. — Contributed about forty articles in the Medical 
Journals, Editor of the Indian Medical Recordy Associate Editor of the 
Indian Journal of Medicine, 

Special Research work: — (1) Flavine in Ophthalmic practice; 
■(2) Fatty acids in the treatment of tul^erculosis and jfi^ous other works 
in association with Major Acton, Major Knowles, Dr. Muir and others 
of the Tropical School of Medicine. 

2. Assistant Surgeon Satish Chandra Ghosh, l.m.s., Teacfier of 
Surgery. 

Qualifications. — (1) Passed the X-Rays with credit; (2) Was senior 
House Surgeon of the Medical College; (3) Specially trained as an 
Ophthalmic Surgeon. 
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3. Guru Prasad Mitra, m.b., 1901, Teacher of Midwifery. 

CoUege qualifications.— (1) Goodeve Medal in Medicine for Ist 

place in M.B. Examination of Calcutta University (1901); (2) Gold 
medalist in Midwifery, Medical College of Bengal; (3) Gold medal in 
Hygiene. 

4. Charu Chandra Sinha, l.m.s., Teacher of Pathology. 

He was Honours student in Physiology in the Medical College. 
He had a training in Pathological Department for practical Pathology 
and Bacteriology to enable him to take charge of the laboratory in the 
Prince of Wales Hospital as Registrar, Medical College, Calcutta. 
He has specialised in Pathology. X-Ray specialist. 

5. Akhoy Kumar Sarkar, l.m.s., Teacher of Medical Jurisprudence 
and Hygiene. 

Special qualification in Medical Jurisprudence. 

6. Pashupati Mitra, m.b., Teacher of Anatomy. 

Was senior Prosecutor of Anatomy, was senior Demonstrator of 
Anatomy in Medical College, Bengal, for over 10 years. Gold medalist 
in Surgery. Specialised in Anatomy. 

7. Jogendra Nath Basu, Captain, l.m.s., Teacher of Physiology, 
Special training in Physiology. 

8. Rai Sahib, Tarak Chandra Datta, Teacher of Materia Medica. 
Deputy Superintendent of the School and specially selected for the 

post. 

Passed Double Final Licentiate Examination. One medal for 
General Proficiency after his passing Final Licentiate Examination at 
the end of the 3rd year course. Passed First at the Final Licentiate 
Examination at the end of the 4th year course. Sjpecially trained in 
the Medical College. 

He was awaided with title of Rai Sahib for his work as Deputy 
Superintendent of the School. 

(;) A list is laid on the table. 

List of Medical Officers attached to the Medical School, Dacca, referred to in 

the rejdy to clause (t) of unstarred question No, 3, 

Name. Date of present Stationed at Medical School 

fr# appointment. and Mitford Hospital. 

1. Guru Prasad Mitra, Assis- 7th December, 1917 .. He was appointed on 10th 

tant Surgeon. Tearjhor of April, 1913 as a teacher of 

Midwifery. Anatomy. 

2. Pashupati Mitra, Assistant, 20th June, 1920 .. 2dth June, 1920. 

Surgeon, Teacher of Ana- 
tomy. 

3. Satish Chandra Ghosh, 20th April, 1923 . . 20th April, 1923. 

Assistant Surgeon, 

Teacher of Surgery. 

4. Charu Chandra Sinha, Assis- 2Sth June, 1917 . • 28th June, 1917. 

tent Surgeon, Teacher of 
Pathology. 
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Name. 


Date of present Stationed at Medical School 

appointment. and Milford Hospital. 


5. Akhoy Kumar Sarkar, Assi.*?- Gth August, 1920 

tant Surgeon, Teacher of 
of Jurisprudeiico and 
Hygiene. 

6. Pratulpati Ganguli, Asats- 30th July, 1923 

tant Surgeon, Teacher of 
Medicine. 

7. Jogendra Nath Basu, Assis- 5th July, 1921 

tant Surgeon Teacher of 
Physiology. 

8. Rai Shahoh Tarak Chandra 18th March, 191 S 

Datta, Assistant Surgeon, 

1’eachor of Materia Medioa 
and Deputy Superinten- 
dent. 


9. Moulvi Shamsliuddin Ahmed 
Sub -Assistant Surgeon, 

Teacher of Compounder, 
Class. 

10. Priya Nath MahalanabLsh, 

Sub -Assistant Surgeon, 

Demonstrator of Physio- 
logy. 

11. Dharani Mohan Chanda 

Sub -Assistant Surgeon, 

Demonstrator of Anatomy. 

12. Moulvi Muizuddin Khan, 

Sub -Assistant Surgeon, 
Demonstrator of Fatho- 
logy. 

13. Jogendra Kr. Chakra verty. 

Sub -Assistant Surgeon, 
1st Assistant Demonstra- 
tor of Anatomy. 

14. Byomkesh Das Gupta, Sub- 

Assistant Surgeon, Ajssistant 
Demonstrator of Physio - 
log.V. 

16. Nepal Chadra Bhattacherji, 
Sub-Assistant Surgeon, 
Demonstrator of Materia 
Medica. 

16. Harsha Nath Sen Gupta, 

Sub • Assistan t S urgeon, 

2nd Demonstrator of 
Anatomy. 

17. Brojendra Nath Ghosh, 

Sub-Assistant Surgeon, 
Assistant Demonstrator 
of Pathology. 

18. Upendra Nath Bose, Siib- 

Assistant Surgeon, 3rd 
Assistant Demonstrator of 
Anatomy. 


9th Ocotbor, 1922 

1st August, 1921 

12th February, 1918 
1st December, 1021 . 

12th August, 1919 . 

20th July, 1920 

8th January, 1922 . 

6th July, 1921 

Ist July, 1921 

1st September, 1921 


Cth August, 1920. 


30th July. 1923. 


5th July, 1921. 


Ho was Anatomical Assis- 
tant trom 20th August, 
1001, to 19th March, 1011, 
1st Sub-Aa.sistant Sur- 
geoJi in charge of the 
Out-patient Department, 
Alitford Hospital, Dacca, 
from 20th March, 1911, 
to 1 7 til March, 1918. 
Special promotion to the 
rank of Assistant Surgeon 
from 18th March, 1918. 

Otii October, 1922. 


1st August, 1922. 


12th February, 1918. 


He was appointed on 16th 
May, 1913, as a Demon- 
strator m the Dacca Medi- 
cal School. 

12th August, 1919. 


He was a R. M. O. from 15th 
July, 1919, to 20th July, 
1920 in the Mitford Hos- 
pital, Dacca. 

8th January, 1922. 


6th July, 1921. 


1st July, 1921. 


He wes a Demonstrator of 
Anatomy, Dacca Medical 
School, from 9th July, 
1920, to 20th July, 1920 
and was a R. M. O. in the 
Mitford Hospital fron;i 
20th July, 1920, to 3 let 
August, 1921. 
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List of Medical Officers attached to the Mitford Hospital y Dacca, referred to 
in the reply to clause (i) of unstarred question No, 3. 


Name, 

1. Military Assistant Surgeon Major W. J. Gill- 

son, I. M. p/ 

2. Sub -Assistant Surgeon Kali Prosonna Chakra- 

verty. 

3. Sub- Assistant Surgeon Jatindra Mohan Sen 

Gupta. 

4. Sub- Assistant Surgeon Nalini Kumar Sen 

5. Sub- Assistant Surgeon Atindra Mohan Das . 

6. Sub-Assistant Surgeon Moti Lall Talukdar . . 

7. Sub- Assistant Surgeon Basanta Kumar Balo . 

8. Sub-Assistant Surgeon Ananta Kumar Das 

Gupta. 

9. Sub-Assistant Surgeon Indu Bhusan Chakra- 

verty. 

10. Sub- Assistant Surgeon Zeauddin Ahmed 

11. Sub- Assistant Surgeon Suresh Chandra 

Ghosh, II 

12. Sub- Assistant Surgeon Barada Kanta De, II . 

13. Sub-Assistant Surgeon Rama Prasanna Ray . . 

14. Sub-Assistant Surgeon Brojo Gopal Nandy 

15. Sub-Assistant Surgeon Suresh Chandra Chou- 

dhury. 

16. Sub-Assistant Surgeon Gagan Chandra Hazra 

17. Sub- Assistant Surgeon Mohamed Nawsherwan 

18. Sub- Assistant Surgeon Revati Mohan Sen 


Dat« of joining. 

28th April, 1923. 

11th September, 1919. 

19th January, 1922. 

31st March, 1923. 

12th December, 1923. 
28th October, 1923. 
15th January, 1924. 
21st March, 1924. 

16th March, 1922. 

17th July, 1922. 

8th December, 1923. 

31st January 1924. 

Ist February 1924. 
23rd Fei)ruary, 1924. 
6th February, 1924. 

15th March, 1924. 

10th April, 1924. 

11th April, 1924. 


Assistant Surgeon Rai Sahib Tarak Chandra Datta of Dacca Medical 

School. 

4. Babu ROMES CHANDRA BACCHI: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Medical Department be pleased to state 
whether he is aware that Rai Sahib Dr. Tarak Chandra Datta, promoted 
Assistant Surgeon, has been stationed at Dacca for about a quarter of a 
century P 

(b) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state the reasons 
for keeping the officer at one station for such a length/ of time ? Is it 
for any si:>ecial aptitude or merely an accident? Is there no other post 
in the province to which the services of this officer can be placed or any 
other officer to replace him in his present duties? 

3 A 
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ThO Hofl’Ue Mauivi A. K. FAZL-UL HUQ: (a) Bai Sahib Tarak 
Chandra Datt^i has been stationed at Dacca since 1900 and has been on 
the staff of the Dacca Medical School since 1901. 

(b) The Minister in chargee of the Medical Department is advised 
that Bai Shib Tarak Chandra Datta has shown special aptitude for 
teaching work and that he is the most suitable officer available for his 
present appointment. 


Scarcity of drinking water in Malda. 

5. Babu ROMES CHANDRA BACCHI: (a) Is the Eon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government aware 
that there is an acute scarcity of pure drinking water in almost all the 
villages of the Malda district ? 

(h) Is the Hon’ble the Minister aware that the people of Malda have 
made repeated requests and representations to the District Board but 
that i>ractically no steps have been taken by the Board to remove this 
want ? 

(c) Has the District Board brought the matter to the notice of the 
Government? 

(d) Has the Board appi’oached the Government* for any grant or loan 
for the purpose? 

(e) If not, are the Government considering the desirability of insti- 
tuting an inquiry into the matter ? 

The Hon’ble Hadji Mr. A. K. ABU AHMED KHAN GHUZNAVI; 

(a) It is understood that owing to the prolonged drought scarcity of 
drinking water prevails in many districts of the province including 
Malda. 

(h) The District Board of Malda is reported to have spent the follow- 
ing amounts during the last 5 years on the provision of new wells : — 

1919-20— Bs. 8,863; 1920-21— Bs. 7,846; 1921-22— Bs. 9,617; 1922- 
23— Bs. 22,755; and 1923-24— Bs. 22,056. 

(c) No. 

(d) No. 

(e) It is understood that the District Board is considering the ques- 
tion of asking for a loan from Government. 


Ministers’ salary. 

6. Mauivi Md. NURUL HUQ CHAUDHURY: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
the Member in charge of the Department of Finance be pleased to state 
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whether the two Hon’ble Ministers or either of them presented their 
salarj’^ bills or his salary bill for the month of March, 1924, to the 
Accountant-General P 

(6) If so, what has been the result? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state from what 
funds are they to be paid P 

The Hon’bie Mr. T. EMERSON: (a) No. 

(b) and (c) The question does not arise. 

Mir. 8. N. Roy acting as Government Mrtiip in Council. 

7. Mauivi Mcf. NURUL HUQ CHAUDHURY: (a) Has the atten- 
tion of the Hon’bie the Member in charge of the Appointment Depart- 
ment been drawn to the two letters, one dated the 8th March, 1924, 
and the other, dated the 31st March, 1924, purporting to have been 
written by Mr. S. N. Roy, i.c.s.. Officer on Special Duty, to somei of the 
non-Gpfficial members of Council? 

(6) Were the letters written with the knowledge and sanction of 
Government P 

(c') If not, are the Government considering* the desirability of taking 
any action? 

(d) Is it a fact that the said Mr. S. N. Roy has been acting as Govern- 
ment whip in the Council? 

(e) If so, was he acting as such with the knowledge and sanction of 
Government ? 

MEMBER in charge cf APPOINTMENT DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’bie Mr. J. Donald): (a) Yes. 

(b) Yes. 

(c) Does not arise. 

(d) Yes. 

(e) Yes. 


Kala-azar in Mehendiganj in BakarganJ. 

8. Mauivi FAZLAL KARIM CHOWDHURY: (a)Will the Hon’bie 
the Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government he 
pleased to state-^- 

(i) whether there has been any epidemic of kala-azar in the Mehendi- 

ganj thana of Bakarganj district during the last six months ; 

(ii) if so, how often did the Health Officer of Bakarganj visit the 

afiFected areas; 
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(in) how many cases have been personally examined by the Health 
Officer; and 

(iv) what steps, if anj", have been taken by the District Board to 
combat the disease? 

(h) Are the (jovernment considering the desirabilitj" of opening cen- 
fres for free treatment? 

The Hon’bSe Hadji Mr. A. K. ABU AHMED KHAN CHUZNAVIs 

(a) ( 7 ) In the ojnnion of the District Health Officer, kala-azar is 
eiulomieally proseni in tlio Meliendigaiij thana of the^ Bakarganj district. 

(it) The District- Health Officer visited llie affec ted areas three times, 
viz., in August and December, 1923, and again in January, 1924. 

(Hi) Tlie District Hc'alth Officer examined 203 cases of which 227 
were found to' be kala-azar eases. 

(iv) The Sanitary Medical Officer under tlie Health Officer has been 
deputed to, and is working in, two centres in tlie iru sl badly idfei'b d 
areas of the Mehendiganj thana, viz., at Kauria and Mamania. Besides, 
there are tliree niore centres at the Board’s dispensaries at Pataihat, 
Lata and Badiirtiiiii within the said revenue thana. 

In addition to tlie five centres in the Mehendiganj thana, centres 
for treatment of kala-azar cases liave l)een opened at each of the Boaid’s 
remaining 25 dispensaues in other thanas of the district, the doctor 
attached to each dispensary having been trained by the Health Office^; 
and complete ]7rinted instructions with necessary medicines and appara- 
tus having also 1 c'cn supplied i • di-pensarv. The Board’s Sani- 

tation Committee will shortly considei' the notes recently submitted by 
the Heahh Officer and the Civil Surgeon fo-r taking a eomplete survey 
and for making adeejuate arrangements for treatment of kala-azar in 
other parts of the district. 

(h) In view of wliai has been done by the District Board, Govern- 
ment do not consider it necessary to take any further vsteps. 

Presidents of Bengal Legislative Council. 

9. Mauivi Md. NURUL HUQ CHAUDHURY; (a) Will the Hon ble 

the Member in charge of the Appointment Department be pleased to 
state when the Hon’ble Nawab Sir Syed Shams-ul-Huda was appointed 
as President of the Bengal Legislative Council ? 

(h) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state when tKe present 
Pre.sident of the Bengal Legislative Council vacates his office? 

The Hon’ble Mr. J. DONALD: (a) From the 3rd January, 1921. 

(h) The member is referred to section 72C (1) and (3) of the Gov- 
ernment of India Act. 
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10. Mauivi FAZLAL KARIM CHOWDHURY: {a) Will the 
Hon’ble the Member in charge of the Department of Revenue be pleased 
to state whether it is a fact that the manager of the Syedpur Trust 
Estate keeps same chairs in his office for Hindus only to sit ou? 

(b) Is it a fact that one Muhammadan Talukdar of the Esinie came 
to see the manager and sat on a chair? 

(c) Is it a fact 4hat the manager asked the Talukdar to waslv ilie 
chair with his own hand ? 

(d) Is it a fact that in every Tahsil cut cherry the uia.m^gcr has 
reserved some chairs for Ilndus and Hindu Tahsildars? 

(e) Is it a fact that Muhanimadnn Tahsildars are made to si< oo 
round stools? 

(/) Is it a fact that the managf'r calls the Muhammadan tenants 
"‘ Jaban’’ and ‘‘Nania”? 

(/;) Is it also a fact that the same manager calls the Hindu tenants 

Bhadralog?^^ 

(//) Are the Government considering the desirability of instituting an 
inquiry into the alleged conduct of the manager? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja KSHAUNISH CHANDRA RAY Bahadur: 

(a) No. 

(b) It may he a fact, but as no details are given it has not been 
possible to make an inquiry. 

(c) No such request was made by the manager to anybody. 

(rl) No. 

(e) No. 

(/) No. 

(g) The manager applies the term to all tenants of respectable 
status. He does not' confine it to Hindu tenants onl 3 ^ 

(//) The answer is in the negative. 

Syedpur Trust Estate. 

11. Mauivi FAZLAL KARIM CHOWDHURY: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
the Member in charge of the Depaii:ment of Revenue be pleased to 
state whether any inquiry’’ was ever made into the management of the 
Syedpur Trust Estate ? 

(b) If so, who made the inquirj^ and with what result? 

(c) Is it a fact that the manager of the Trust Estate has given direc- 
tions to* all doctors of the charitable dispensaries aided by the Estate 
that no good medicine should be given to the Muhammadan patients? 
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(d) Is it a fact that since then those doctors are directing the Muham- 
madan patients to go to Maulvi Eafiuddin Ahmed, Pleader, Jessore, for 
free medicine? 

(e) Is it a fact that the manager has prohibited the Muhammadan 
tenants from using the water of the tanks of the Trust Estate on the 
ground that, if touched by them, the water will be polluted? 

(/) Is it a fact that some Muhammadan tenants approached the 
manager praying for the withdrawal of the order referred to in (e) 
above ? 

(ff) Is it a fact that the manager rejected the prayer and asked those 
Muhammadan tenants to go to Maulvi Eafiuddin Ahmed for water? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja K8HAUNI8H CHANDRA RAY Bahadur: 

(a) and (b) No inquiry of a general nature has been made about the 
management of the Syedpur Trust Estate. In 1912-13 an inquiry was 
made by a Deputy Collector about certain charges brought against its 
manager, as a result of which he was transferred. 

(c) No. 

(d) Does not arise. 

(e) No. 

(/) and (^) Do not arise. 

Books not allowed to poKtioal prisoners. 

12. Dr. MOHINI MOHON DAB I Will the Hon'ble the Member in 
charge of the Department of Eevenue (Jails) be pleased to state what 
books are not allowed to political prisoners in Jail? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE (JAIL8> 
(the Hon’ble Mr. J. Donald): Only two books have so far been 
disallowed but each case is dealt with on its merits, e.g., books incul- 
cating revolutionary doctrines would not be allowed. 


Proscribed puMioaitions. 

13. Dr. MOHINI MOHON DA8: (a) Will the Hon’ble the Member 
in charge of the Political Department be pleased to lay on the table a 
list of the books, periodicals and pamphlets with the names of their 
authors proscribed in Bengal — 

(t) after the passing of the Press Act; and 
(it) after the amendment of the Press Act? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state the reasons 
for their proscription in each case? 
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Til6 H0II^W6 M'Ti di DONALDS (a) ciud (6) The member is referred 
to the answer given to question No. 171 put by Babu Brojendra Kishore 
Roy Ohaudhuri on the 26th January, 1923, in this Council. Lists show- 
ing the publications subsequently proscribed in the calendar years 1922 
and 1923 with a summary of the reasons in each case are placed on the 
table. The names of the authors are not in most cases available. 


Statement referred to in the reply to unstarred question No. 13, shovnng 
additional publications proscribed under section 12 of the Indian 
Press Act, 1922, with the title of the publication and reasons for 
proscription. 

1. Karachi Ke Kaidi (Prisoners of Karachi). — A pamphlet in Urdu,, 
containing matter which is likely or may have a tendency to bring into 
hatred or contempt the Government established by law in British India. 

2. Birth of Asahyoga Krishna. — A pamphlet in Urdu, containing 
matter which is likely or may have a tendency to bring into hatred or 
contempt the Government established by law in British India. 


Statemeki of publications proscribed under section 99A of the Code of 
Criminal Procedure as amended by the Third Schedule of the Press 
Law Repeal and Amendment Act, 1922 {Act XIV of 1922), with title 
V>/ publication and reasons\ for proscription. 

1. Paigam-i-Haque. — A leaflet in Urdu, containing^ords which 
bring or attempt to bring into hatred and contempt the Govemment 
established by law in British India. 

2. Karachi Ka Shadjantra. — A pamphlet in Hindi, containing words 
which bring or attempt! to bring into hatred and contempt the Govern- 
ment established by law in British India. 

3. Vanguard of Indian Independence, No. 1. — A newspaper in 
English, containing words which bring or attempt to bring into hatred 
and contempt the Govemment established by law in British India. 

4. Vanguard of Indian Independence, Volume I, No. 2. — A news- 
paper in English, containing words which bring or attempt to bring into 
hatred and contempt the Government established by law in British 
India. 

5. Vanguard of Indian Indenpedence, Volume I, No. 3. — A news- 
paper in English, containing words which bring or attempt to bring into 
hatred and contempt the Government established by law in British 
India. 
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6. Vanguard of Indian Independence, Volume I, No. 4. — A news- 
paper in English, containing words which' bring or attempt to bring into 
hatred and contempt the Goveniment established by law in British 
India. 

7. Vanguard of Indian Independence, Volume I, No. 5. — A news- 
l)apei‘ in English, containing words which bring or attempt to biing into 
hatred and coniempt the Go-verniiient established by law in British 
India. 

S. Vanguard (A' Indian Independence, Volume I, No. 6. — A news- 
pai'ei' in Jlnglisli, c^ujiaining word.^ wliicli bring or attempt to bring iido 
hatred and coniem])! the (jorernment established by law in British 
India. 

9. Vanguard of Indian Independence, Volume T, No. 7. — A news- 
pa])ei in Englisli, c(uiiaining wends which bring or attempt tO' bring into 
hatred mal conlempt the Government established by law in British 
India. 

10. Vanguai'd of Indian Independence, Volume I, No. 8. — A news- 
paper in English, containing words which bring or attempt tO' bring- into 
haired and contempt tlie Government established by law in British 
India. 

1^1. Vanguard of Indian Independence, Volume I, No*. 9. — ;A news- 
paper in English, containing* woixls which bring* or attempt to bring into 
haired and contempt the Government established by law in British 
India. 

12. Angrezon-Ki-Kukru Kun. — A booklet in Hindi, containing 
words which bring* or attempt to bring into hatred and contempt the Gov- 
ernment established by law in British India. 

Eh Indian People. — A leaflet in English containing words which 
bring or attempt to bring into hatred and contempt the Government 
established by law in British India. 

14. Toeg-e-Kliilafat. — A leaflet in Urdu, containing words which 
excite or attempt to excite disaffection towards the Government 
estaldished by law in British India. 

15. TVhat Do We Want. — A booklet in Englisli, containing words 
which bring or attempt tO' bring into hatred or contempt the Govern- 
ment established by law in British India. 

16. Jubbani. — A booklet in English, containing words which bring 
or attempt to bring into hatred or contempt the Government established 
by law in British India. 

17. letter in English addressed to the Indian People. — A printed 
letter in English, containing words which excite or attempt to excite 
disaffection towards the Government established by law in British 
India. 
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18. Manifesto to the A^-India Congioss Committee.— A leaflet in 
English, containing words which bring or attempt to bring into hatred 
and contempt the Government established by law in British India. 

19. Advance Guard, Volume I, No. 1. — A leaflet in English, con* 
taining words which bring or attempt to bring into hatred and contempt 
the Government established by law in British India. 

20. Advance Guard, Volume I, No. 2. — A leaflet in English, c(di- 
taining words which bring or attempt to bring into liatunl and contempt 
the Government established by law in British India. 

21. Advance Guard, Volume I, No. 3. — A leaflet in English con- 
taining' words which bring or attempt to* bring into hatred and eonieinpt 
the Government established by law in Britiwsh India. 

22. Advance Guard, Volume J, No. 5. — A leaflet in English, eo]i- 
taining wcu’ds which excite or attempt to excite disaflectioii toAvards the 
<}oA’ernment established by law in British India. 

23. A Programme for the Indian National Congress. — A leaflet in 
English containing words which excite or a1 tempt to excite disafl'ection 
towards the (jovernment established by hiAv in British India. 

24. Qual-i-Eaisal. — A book in Urdu, containing Avords which bring 
or attempt to bring into hatred and contemj)t lh(‘ GoA^ernmenl established 
by law in British. India. 

25. Tndiahs Prohfem and its Sedation. — A hook in Urdu, containing 
words Avhich bring or a1 tempt to hiing into liatied and contempt the Gov- 
ernment Gsiahlishcd by law in; Britsili India. 

Sfatement rrfvrrcd to in the reply to nnstarrech question No, 13, shoiviny 
puhhcations proserihed hy the Government of Bengal during the 
year 1023 under section OOA of the Code of Criminal Procedure as 
amended hy the Third Schedule of tJie Press Law Repeal and 
Amendment Act, 1022 (Act XJV of 1022), with title of publication 
and reasons for pro'^rri ption , 

1. Indian Independence, Volume I, No. 1. — A newspaper in English 
containing words likely to bring into hatred or contempt the GoA^ein- 
ment established by laAv in Briti.sh India. 

2. AdA’ance Guard, Volume I, No. 7. — A newspaper in English, 
containing words likely to bring into hatred or contempt the Government 
established by law in British India. 

3. Advance Guard, Volume I, No. 8. — A newspaper in English, 
containing words likely to bring into hatred or contempt the Goverament 
established by law in British India. 

4. Proclamation issued by the Jamiat-ul-Ulema-i-Hind. — An TJidu 
proclamation containing words which excite or attempt to excite disafl'ec- 
tiou towards the GoA’ernment established by law in British India. 
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5. Indian Independence, Volume I, No. 2. — An English newspaper 
containing words likely to bring into hatred or contempt the Government 
established by law in British India. 

6. Open letter to Mr. C. R. Das and his followers. — A leaflet in 
English, containing words which excite or attempt to excite disaffection 
towards the Government established by law in British India. 

7. Vanguard, Volume II, No. 1. — A newspaper in English, con- 
taining words which bring on attempt to brings into hatred and contempt 
the Government established by law in British India. 

8. An appeal to the Labour Unions of India. — A leaflet in English 
containing words which bring or attempt to bring into hatred or con- 
tempt the Government established by law in British India. 

9. Leaflet issued by the Executive Committee of the Communist 
International and Executive Committee of the Red International of 
Labour Unions addressed to the workers of all countries on the subject 
of the Chauri Chaura judgment. — A leaflet in English, containing words 
which bring or attempt to bring into hatred or contempt the Govern- 
ment established by law in British India. 

10. Indian Independence, Volume I, No. 8. — A newspaper in English 
containing words which bring or attempt to bring into hatred or contempt 
the Government established by law in British India. 

11. Vanguard, Volume II, No. 5. — A newspaper in English, con- 
taining words which excite or attempt to excite disaffection towards the 
GoveiTiment established by law in British India. 

12. Vanguard, Volume II, No. 10. — A newspaper in English con- 
taining words which bring or attempt to bring into hatred and contempt 
the Government established by law in British India. 

13. Vanguard, Volume II, No. 11. — A newspaper in English, con- 
taining words which bring or attempt to bring into hatred and contempt 
the Government established by law in British India. 

14. Indian Independence, Volume I, No. 4. — A newspaper in English 
containing words which bring or attempt to bring into hatred and con- 
tempt the Government established by law in British India. 

15. Indian Independence, Volume I, No. 5. — A newspaper in English 
containing words which bring or attempt to bring into hatred and con- 
tempt the Government established by law in British India. 

16.1 Indian Independence, Volume I, No. 6. — A newspaper in 
English containing words which excite or attempt to excite disaffection 
towards the Government established by law in British India 

17. Vanguard, Volume III, No. 3. — A leaflet in English containing 
words which bring or attempt to bring into hatred oH contempt the Gov- 
ernment established by law in British India. 
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14. Babu BADRI DAS GOENKA: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to lay 
on the table a statement showing the amount spent by the Government 
during the last three years on — 

(i) General Education (both secondary and higher) ; 

(ii) Medical Education; 

(m) Engineering and Technical Education ; and 
(iv) Commercial Education? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state whether it 
is in the contemplation of the Government to give early effect to the 
two resolutions on the Commercial Education of the province (one by 
Babu Amulya Dhone Addy on the 5th July, 1921, and the other by 
Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri on the 23rd Februar}^ 1922), and 
passed by the last Legislative Council? 

The Hon’ble Mauivi A. K. FAZL-UL HUQ: (a) A statement is 
laid on the table giving the information. 

(b) Schemes were prepared for the establishment of two Commer- 
cial Schools, one at Chittagong and another at Chinsurah, but they 
have been held up for financial reasons. These schemes will receive 
the attention of Government as soon as the financial position improves. 

As regards the resolution moved by Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri, 
the future of the Commercial Institute has been the subject of careful 
consideration. During the past year Government have had before them 
the recommendations of the Bengal Retrenchment Committee for the 
deprovincialisation of the institute with a grant of Rs. 15,000 a year. 
This recommendation as well as the financial stress has held up a policy 
of advance with regard to the institute. A committee has recently 
been appointed by Government to consider the proposals put forward 
by the Commercial Institute Board for holding a course in accountancy 
in connection with the institute and for the award of a diploma in 
accountancy,. 

Statement referred in the reply to clause (a) of unstarred question 
No, 14 i showing the amounts spent by Government during the three 
years, 1922-23, 1921-22 and 1920-21, 

{i) General Education (both Secondary and Higher — 


1 922-23 — Reserved 

1 

Es. 

... 8,00,701 

1922-23 — Transferred 


... 54,63,366 

1921-22 — ^Reserved 


... 9,38,216 

1 921-22 — Transferred 


... 60,81,904 

1920-21 — Reserved 


... 5,69,708 

1920-21 — Transferred 


... 43,58,964 
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(ii) Medical Education — 

1922-23 ... 10,07,002 

1921- 22 ... 9,81,323 

1920- 21 ... 0,43,400 

(ni) Engineering and TecJinical Education — 

1922- 23 ... 7,14,908 

1921- 22 ... 6,73,976 

1920- 21 ... 6,43,794 

iiv) Coinmeiciiil Education — 

1922- 23 ... 1,38,003 

1921- 22 ... 1,15,483 

1920-21 ... 91,426 


Model Maktabs. 

15. Mauivi WAHED HOSSAIN: (a) Will the Hoii’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to state 
whether Government contemplate maintaining any model maktabs in 
the Presidency P 

(Ij) If so, how many model maktabs are to be maintained? 

(c) What piovision has been made in the Budget Estimate for 
1924-25 for model maktabs in the Presidency? 

(fl) If no provision has been made in the Budget of 1924-25. will 
the Hon^ble the Minister be pleased to state the reasons for not doing 
so? 


The Hon’Ue Mauivi A. K. FAZL-UL HUQ: (a) and (b) II has 

been decided to maintain one model maktab in Calcutta as a Govern- 
ment institution. 

(c) No provision has been made. 

(d) It was under contemplation to deprovincialize all the model 
maktabs at the time when the budget estimate for 1924-25 w^s prepared. 


Grant in aid to the Commerce Department, Krishnaith Collegb. 

16. Mauivi WAHED HOSSAIN: (a) Will the Hon’ble the Minister 
in charge of the DepaHment of Education be pleased lo state whether 
it is in the contemplation of the Government to grant any aid to the 
Commerce Department (Commercial Institute) attached to the Krish- 
iiath College at Berhampore? 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble the 
Minister be pleased to state the amount per year or per month of the 
contemplated grants? 
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The Hon’ble Mauivi A. K. FAZL-UL HUQ: (a) and (h) An applica- 
iion for an increased grant in aid to the Commerce Department of the 
Krishnath College is at present under the consideration of Government 
but no decision has been arrived at. 


Number ef Muhammadan students and teachers in schools. 

17. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Will the Honble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Edu(*ation be pleased to lay on 
the table a statement showing — 

(i) the total number of Government and aided schools in the Tresi- 

dency of Bengal ; 

(ii) the number of students on the rolls; 

(Hi) the respective ratio of Muhammadan to non-Muhammadan 
students ; 

(iv) the total number of teaching hands; and 

(v) the respective ratio of Muhammadan to non-Muhammadan 
teachers ? 

(6) If the number of Muhammadan teachers is not i33 0j)ortionate to 
the number of Muhammadan boys on the roll, what steps are the Gov- 
ernment taking to make up the proportion? 

The Han’ble MauSvi A. K. FAZL-UL HUQ: (a) A statement is laid 
on the table. 

(b) In view of the figures, the question does not appear to arise in 
respect of Government schools. In respect of aided schools, Government 
will, where possible, endeavour to ensure that aided schools employ 
a suitable proportion of Muhammadans upon their staff. 

Statement referred to in the reyly to clause (a) of unstarred question 

No. 17. 

(a) {i) Number of Schools — 

Government Schools 
Government aided schools 

{ii) Total number of students — 

In Government schools ... 21,997 

In Government aided schools ... 168,042 

{Hi) Ratio of Muhammadan to non-Muhammadan students — 

In Government schools ... 1 • 2 ;4 

In Government aided schools ... 1 * 2 ;5 


283 

2,496 
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(iv) Total number of teachers — 

In Government schools ... 1,175 

In Government aided schools ... 8,414 

(v) Ratio of Muhammadan to non-Muhammadan teachers — 

In Goveriiment schools ... 1 : 2 ;2 

In Government aided schools ... 1 * 2 ;9 


Suicide of Baksh Mondal, a tenant of Midnapore Zamindari Company. 

18. Mauivi AFTAB HOSSAlN JOARDAR: (a) Is the Hon ble 

the Member in charge of the Department of Revenue aware of the case 
of suicide of Baksh Mondal, a tenant of the Midnapore Zamindari 
Company Limited, at Bairagichar, in the district of Rajshahi? 

(h) If so, will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to lay on the 
table a copy of the medical officer’s report of the post-mortem 
examination ? 

(c) If the answer to {a) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble the 
Member be pleased to state whether he is considering the desirability 
of instructing the Distri«^t Magistrate to make imiuediately a sifting 
inquiry into the matter? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja KSHAUNI8H CHANDRA RAY Bahadur: 

(a) Yes. 

(5) There was no post-mortem examination, as it was an obvious 
case of suicide. The Subdivisional Magistrate made a personal inquiry 
and found that Baksh Moiidal had committed suicide owing to colic, 
from which he had been suifering for some time. 

(c) The question does not arise. 

Pollution of water by jute steeping. 

19. Mauivi ABDUR RA8CHID KHAN: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government be 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that cultivators of jute pollute 
water by steeping jute in it? 

(b) If so, are the Government considering the desirability of taking- 
steps for preventing such pollution of water? 

The Hon’ble Hadji Mr. A. K. ABU AHMED KHAN GHUZNAVI: 

(a) It is well-known fact that cultivators do pollute water with jute. 

(h) Power to prevent pQllution of water rests with the local 
authorities. Under section 199 of the Bengal Municipal Act the 
Municipal Commissioners may set apart wells, tanks, or parts of rivers, 
streams or channels not being private property, for the supply of water 
for drinking and for culinary purposes: and may prohibit therein all 
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bating, waabing of clothes and animals, or otW acts calcnVated to 
pollute the water set apart for the purposes aforesaid. They may also 
prohibit in the private portion of any stream or channel used as a part 
of the public water-supply, bathing, washing of clothes or animals, or 
any act likely to pollute the water in the public portion of such stream 
or channel. 

Municipal Commissioners are also empowered, under section 350 (6) 
of the Bengal Municipal Act, to frame bye-laws, for the prevention of^ 
nuisances in regard to public water supply, streams, channels, tanks and 
wells, and under section 351 of the Act the bye-laws require confirmation 
by Government. Model bye-laws have been framed by Government for 
the purpose, which most of the municipalities have adopted. One of 
these model bye-laws, viz.. No. 61, provides against the fouling of 
water by the steeping of jute ; the penalty provided being a fine of Rs. 10. 

Under section 90 of the Local Self-Government Act a District Board 
may, by an order duly published, set ajiart tanks, parts of rivers, streams, 
oi channels, not being private property or under the control of any 
officer of the Government, for the supply of water for drinking and for 
culinary purposes. 

Under section 139, Local Self-Government Act, district boards and 
local boards are empowered to make bye-laws for carrying out all or any 
of the purposes of the Act. Model bye-laws under this section have 
been framed by Government, which the district boards have generally 
’adopted with the sanction of the Divisional Commissioners. One of these 
bye-laws (viz. 39) provides against the fouling of water in a reserved 
tank by the steeping of jute or bamboos, the penalty provided being a 
maximum fine of Rs. 50. 

Union Committees have power under section 118A of the Local Self- 
Government Act to drain or cleanse any tank or well or otherwise prevent 
it from being prejudicial to health. They may also set apart any tank, 
well, stream or water-course for the supply of water for drinking or 
culinary purposes. 

Section 30 of the Village Self-Government* Act empowers Union 
Boards to set apart any tank, well, stream or water-course for drinking 
or culinary purpose and to prohibit the steeping of jute in them. Any 
person who disob^s an order issued by a Union j^oard under this section 
may be punished with fine extending to Rs. 25. 

Any tank, well, stream or water-course set apart local bodies is 
a public spring or reservoir within the meaning of section 277 of the 
Indian Penal Code, and any person voluntarily corrupting or fouling 
the same is punishable under the same section with three months’ 
impriaonment and a fine of Rs. 500. 

Local bodies have thus been given ample power to put a stop to the 
fouling of water supply by jute steepix%, and the Minister considers 
that no further action on the part of Government is required in the 
matter. 
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Madrasahs and Pathsalas within Bhatpara Municipality. 


20. Dr. H. W. B. MORENOs (a) Will the Hon’ble the Ministei 
in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to state the 
number of — 

(^) Madrasahs; and 
(u) Pathsalas 

f within the Bhatpara Municipality? 

(6) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be also pleased to state the yearly 
Government maintenance grants sanctioned to these Madrasahs and 
Pathsalas, and what yearly or monthly contributions, if any, the mill 
proprietors pay towards the upkeep of these Madrasahs and Pathsalas ? 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of adding to 
the number of Madrasahs and Pathsalas in the near future within the 
Bhatpara Municipality P 

The Hon’ble Maulvi A. K. FAZL-UL HUQc (a) There are in the 

Municipality of Bhatpara — 

(i) No Madrasahs, but there are 4 Maktabs. 

(ii) 7 Pathsalas — 4 for boys and 3 for girls. 

(b) The annual Government grant sanctioned for these Maktabs and 
Pathsalas is Rs. 877 distributed as follows : — 

Rs. 

(7) From the former ‘‘ Imperial ” grant for Primary Schools ... 252 


(2) Grant-in-aid to two Girls’ Upper Primary Schools ... 432 

(3) Departmental Maktab grant ... 85 

(4) Departmental Primary School grant ... 108 


Total ... 877 


There are no records to show that any contribution at all is made 
by milhowners towards the cost of the upkeep of these institutions. 

(c) Government will be glad to receive applications for grants-in- 
aid to new Madrasahs, and to consider the question of aiding them when 
new recurring funds are available for distribution. A scheme for the 
expansion of Primary Education will also be very sympathetically con- 
sidered, if drawn up on the principles now accepted by Government. 

Stoppage Of grant to MunshiganJ High Sohool. 

21. Mr. KIRAN 8ANKAR ROYl (a) Will the Hon’ble the Minister 
in charge of the Department' of Education be pleased to state whether 
he is aware that the Inspector of Schools, Dacca Division, insisted on 
the Managing Committee of the Munshiganj High English School 
restricting the school to the four top classes ? 
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(b) Is a a fact that the grant-in-aid of the said school has been 
stopped since March, 1923, because the Managing Committee of the 
school did not accept the above proposal ? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state whether it is 
the intention of the Government to restrict all High English schools 
to the four top classes only? 

(d) If the answei* to (c) is in the negative^ will the Hon’ble 
the Minister be pleased to state the reason for which the grant to the 
Munshiganj High English School was stopped? 

(e) If the answer to (c) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
the Minister be pleased to state the reason for which it is not introduced 
in the Government High Schools ? 

(f) Are the Government considering the desirability of taking any 
steps in the matter? 

TheHon’Ue Maglvi A. K. FAZL-UL HUQ: (a) Yes : for the reasons 
explained in the answer to clause (?) below. 

(b) No. The High School grant has been drawn up to last 
December and it was stopped from the 1st January, 1924. 

(c) No. 

(d) In 1916 the classes in the Munshiganj High School were very 
badly congested. The Director of Publio Instruction visited the school 
in July that year and as a result of his criticism on this point a Middle 
English School was started in the same compound and under the same 
Managing Committee. Classes III and IV only were then cut off 
from the High School. 

As a result of the non-co-operation movement the enrolment in both 
schools rapidly declined and the Committee proposed to re-amalgamate 
them and abolish the posts of seveml of the Middle English School 
teachers, leaving the High School staff intact. This proposal aroused 
much local feeling, as the enrolments in the respective Middle English 
classes showed that the Middle English School was the more popular. 
The Inspector of Schools, Dacca, accordingly suggested that it would 
be more reasonable to curtail the Middle English classes from the 
High School and asked for revised proposals on these lines. Subse- 
quently he deputed the Assistant Inspector of Schools for Muhammadan 
Education to investigate. The Assistant Inspector reported that the 
balance of local opinion was undoubtedly in favour of keeping the two 
institutions separate, so in order to obviate unnecessary friction and 
rivalry the Inspector of Schools decided that the High School should be 
limited to the top four classes only. 

(e) The question does not arise. 

(/) The matter is still Under correspondence between the Iifspector 
and the Committee. This grant will be renewed whenever saflsfactory 

4 A 
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guarantees are obtained from the committee as to the future manage- 
ment and staffing of the High School. 

Posts of Deiiuty InspeOtors-Generai of Polioe. 

22. Rai SATYENDRA NATH ROY GHOUDHURI Bahadur: 

(a) Will the Hon^ble the Member in charge of the Police Department be 
pleased to state whether the two posts of the Deputy Inspectors-General 
of Police will be abolished as recommended by the Retr^pchment) Com- 
mittee in paragraph 169 of their report P 

(6) If not, what are ihe grounds upon which the Government has 
decided to retain these posts? 

MEMBER in charge of POLICE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. 
J. Donald): (a) Government have not accepted the recommendation of 
the Retrenchment Committee for the abolition of two posts of Range 
Deputy Inspectors-General of Police. 

(6) In the opinion of Government three Range Deputy Inspectors- 
General are not sufficient even on the lines suggested by the Retrench- 
ment Committee. A minimum of five oflicers is necessary for the proper 
performance of the duties i>eii;aining to a Deputy Inspector-General of 
Polioe. 


Redistribution and readjustment of Polioe work. 

23. Rai SATYENDRA NATH ROY GHOUDHURI Bahadur: 

(a) Will the Hon'ble the Member in charge of the Police Department 
be pleased to state— 

(i) whether it is a fact that the ordinary Criminal Investigation 
Department attached to each district is, mainly, busy in 
the works of the prevention of crimes, such as gang cases, 
etc., and takes little part in the actual detection of pre- 
meditated and preconcerted crimes ; 

(it) whether it is a fact that the ordinary thana officers are busy 
with office and preventive works and have little time, leisure 
a®d opportunity to detect premeditated and preconcerted^ 
crimes and 

(ut) whether it is a fact that the majority of preconcerted and well- 
planned crimes remain undetected P 

(5) Are the Government considering the desirability of throughly 
investigating the question by a' committee composed of officials and non- 
officials for the redistribution or readjustment of police works? 

The Hon’ble Mr. J. DONALD: (a) (i) Criminal Investigation 
Hepartments are attached to only four districts, via., 24-Parganas, 
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Midnapore^, Hawrah and Dacca and also to the three Railway police 
districts at Howrah, Sealdah and Saidpur. They are employed practi- 
cally exclusively in the investigation and detection of the more serious 
crimes. 

(it) The ordinary work of the thana oflBcer, under present conditions 
afPecting the strength of the thana force, limits their time and oi)por- 
tunity for dealing with professional crime. 

(Hi) Preconcerted and well-planned crimes often remain undetected, 
it being impossible with the present staff always to obtain the assistance 
of experienced and trained officers of the Criminal Investigation and 
Detective Departments. 

(b) Ifo such proposal is under consideration, the difficulties being 
due to financial limitations, rather than to the need of redistribution. 


Statement laid on the table with reference to the reply given by the 
Hon^ble the Finance Member to nnstarred question No. 29 put by 
Babu Satya Kishore Banerjee at the meeting of the Council held on 
the 24th January, 1924. 

In continuation of the answer to unstarred question No. 29, asked 
by Babu Satya Kishore Banerjee in January, 1924, inquiring what steps 
had been taken to give effect to the recommendations of the Retrenchment 
Committee, the member is referred to the statement showing the action 
taken in regard to the various recommendations of the Retrenchment 
Committee, which has been revised up to the 15th February, 1924. 
A copy of this statement is laid on the Library table and copies will 
be circulated to all members of the Council for information. 


Certiflcates under sMtian 72D of the Cavernment of India Aot. 

The HOfl’ble Mr. T. EMER80N| I hereby lay on the table the certi- 
ficates granted by His Excellency the Governor in respect of certain 
grants refused by this Council. 


I hereby certify that the expenditure provided for by the demand of Rs. 33,66,000 
under the head — ^Land Revenue” is essential to the discharge of res- 
ponsibility for the proper administration of that 'subject. 


Lvtton, 

Governor of Bengal 


Calcutta, 

The S6ih March, 19BI. 
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I hereby certify that the expenditure provided for by the demand of Rb. 9^62,000 
under the head “ 7 — Stamps is essential to the discharge of my re^nsibihty for 
jbhe proper administration of that subject. 

Lttton, 

Governor of Bengal. 

Calcutta, 

The mh March, lOU. 

I hereby certify that the expenditure provided for by the demand of Rs. 8»62,000 
under tlie head “ 8— Forests ” is essential to the discharge of my responsibility for 
the proper administration of that subject. 

Lytton, 

Governor of Bengal. 

Calcutta, 

The 26th March, 192J^. 


I hereby certify that the expenditure provided for by the demand of Rs. 15,000 
under the head 9A— Scheduled Taxes ” is essential to the discharge of my 
responsibility for the proper administration of that subject. 

Lytton, 

Governor of Bengal. 

Calcutta, 

The 26th March, 192h 


I hereby certify that an expenditure of Rs. 6,66,000 out of the demand of 
Rs. 11.30,1)00 under the head “ 16 — Construction of Irrigation, Navigation, 
Embankment and Drainage Works ’’ is essential to the discharge of my responsibility 
for the proper administration of that subject. v 

Lytton, 

Governor of .Bengal. 

Calcutta, 

The 29th March, 1924. 


I hereby certify that an expenditure of Rs. 23,27^00 out of the demand of 
Rs. 28,44,000 under the head ** 15 — ^Irrigation — Other Revenue expenditure financed 
from Ordinary Revenue” is essential to the discharge of my responsibility for 
the proper administration of that subject. 

Lytton, 

Governor of Bengal. 

Darjeeling, 

The 19th April, 1924. 

I hereby certify that the expenditure provided for by the demand of 
Bs. 91,83,000 under the head *^22— General Administration” is essential to^ the 
discharge of my responsibility for the subject. ^ 


Calcutta, 

The 4th April, 1924. 


Lytton, 

Governor of Bengal. 
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1 hereby certify that the expenditure provided for by the demand of Rs. ao,00() 
for the renewal of furnituro and carpets in Government Houses under the head 
22A*-'-General Administration — Staff and Household of the Gkivernor is essential 
to the discharge of my responsibility for the subject. 


Dabjbblino, 

The 11th April, 1924^ 


Lyiton, 

Governor of liengal. 


Under proviso (6) to section 72D (2) of the Government of India Act, I hereby 
authorise^ as a case of emergency, the ex^nditure of Rs. 2,70,000, which, in my 
opinion, is necessary for the carrying on of the Civil Secretariat in those depart- 
ments which administer transferrea subjects and for the payment of travelling 
expenses incurred by Ministers in the administration of their Departments. 


Dabjbelino, 

The 11th April, 192h 


Lytton, 

Governor of Bengal. 


I hereby certifv that the expenditure provided for by the demand of Rs. 35.940 
for preparation of paper books under the liead ^^24 — ^Administration of Justice” is 
essential to the discharge of my responsibility for the subject. 


Calcutta, 

The 7th April, 1924. 


Lytton, 

Governor of Bengal. 


I hereby certify that the expenditure provided ion- by the demand of 
Bs. 94,37,060 under the head 24 — Administration of Justice ” is essential to the 
discharge of my responsibility for the subject. 

Lytton, 


Calcutta, 

The 7th April, 1924^ 


Governor of Bengal. 


1 hereby certify that the expenditure provided for by the demand of Rs. 35,89,000 
under the head ” 25 — Jails and Convict Settlements ” is essential to the discharge 
of my responsibility for the proper administration of that subject. 


Calcutta, 

The 27th March, 1924. 


Lytton, 

Governor of Bengal. 


I hereby certify that the expenditure of Rs. 26,940 provided for hj the demand 
of Rs. 58,8^ for the pay of European constables of the District Police under the 
bead " 29^Police” is essential to the discharge of my responsibility for the subject. 


Calcutta, 

The 29th March, 1924- 


Lytton, 

Oovemor of Bengal. 
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I hereby certify that the expenditure of Re. 57,000 provided for by the demand 
of Rs. 1,37,000 for the pay of Temporary Diatriot Intelligence Staff under the head 
*< 25— Police ” is essential to the discharge of my responsibility for the subject. 

Lttton, 

Governor of Bengali 

Calcutta, 

29th March, 1924, 

I hereby certify that the expenditure of Rs. 2,37,000 provided for by the demand 
of Rs. 69,84,618 for the total District Police Force under the head “ 26 — Police ” is 
essential ^to the discharge of my responsibility for the subject. 


Calcutta, 

The 29th March, 1924, 


Lytton, 

Governor of Bengal. 


I hereby certify that the expenditure of Rs. 50,000 provided for by the demand 
of Rs. 1,45,000 for the Police Training School under the head “26 — ^Police” is 
essential to the discharge of my responsibility for the subject. 


Calcutta, 

The 29th March, 1924* 


Lytton, 

Governor of Bengal. 


I hereby certify that the expenditure provided for by the demand of Rs. 1,55,200 
for the pay of Superintendents of the District Police under the head “ 26 — Police 
is essential to the discharge of my responsibility for the subject. 


Calcutta, 

The 29th March, 1924* 


Lytton 

Governor of Bengal. 


1 hereby certify that the expenditure of Rs. 41,325 provided for by the demand 
of Rs. 1,65,300 for the pay of inspectors of the Calcutta Police under the head 
“ 26— Police ” is essential to the discharge of my responsibility for the subject. 


Calcutta, 

The 29th March, 1924* 


Lytton, 

Governor of Bengal. 


I hereby certify that the expenditure of Rs. 1,00,000 provided for by the demand 
of Rs. 1.97,500 for Superintendence of the Bengal Police under the head 
26— Police ” is essential to the discharge of my responsibility for the subject. 


Lytton, 

Governor of BengdL 


Calcutta, 

The 29th March, 1924* 



1924 ] 


CERTIEICATBS 


4ft 

I hereby certify that the ex^nditure prorided for by the demand of Rs. 10,8no 
for the pay of Assistant Superintendents gf the District Police under the head 
« 26—Police ” is essential to the discharge of my responsibility for the subject. 

LYTtON, 

Governor of Bengal 

Calcutta, 

The 29th March, 1924. 

I hereby certify that the expenditure provided for by the demand of Rs. 6,64,000 
under the head 27 — Ports and Pilotage ** is essential to the discharge of my 
responsibility for the subject. 

• Lytton, 

Governor 9f Bengal, 

Calcutta, 

The 4th April, 1924. 

Presulent’s ruling on motion for adjoumment of the business of the 

Council. 

Mir. D. N. ROY: Sir, I desire to ask your ruling on certain point# 
which I am going to raise. On Thursday last the 21st instant I sent 
a notice of motion asking for leave to move for an adjournment of the 
business of the Council to-day for the purpose f)f discussing a definite 
matter of urgent pubilc importance, namely, that by reason of the 
acute feeling 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Are you reading out ycnir motion? I cannot 
allow you to read out the terms of your motion. 

Mr. D. N. ROY: My point depends upon the warding of that reso- 
lution. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I cannot allow you to read out the terms of the 
motion. 

Mr. D. N. ROY : But that is what 1 am going to ask your ruling on. 
Unless I state the subject-matter of my motion, how am I to ask your 
ruling? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You pioy mention the subjecf in regard to which 
you desire my ruling. You are not allowed to read out the terms of 
the motion, because the motion contains grossly insulting expressions 
with regard to His Excellency the Governor. I shall not allow you to 
read the motion. That is my definite ruling. You may refer to the 
subject, but you may not read ouf the terms of your moCion. 

Mr. D. N. ROY: I have not the slightest intention of disobeying 
your ruling. Unless I can make it quite clear what is the subject- 
matter of my motion, how can I ask for your ruling? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You may certainly mention the subject-matter. 

Mr. D. N. ROYS Before you hear me you say you cannot allow me 
to read out the motion. I sent a notice asking for leave to move for an 
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adjournment of the bu.siness of this Council to discuss a definite matter 
of public importance, namely, by reason of the acute feeling in the 
minds of the people of this province created by the insulting speech 
of His Excellency 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Roy, you are doing exactly what I told you 
that you could not do. ^ I must ask you to resume your seat. In spite 
of my lulling, you have used that phrase 

Mr. D«; Nt ROY : I have not mentioned 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I distinctly gave my ruling, and you have, in 
apite of that, used the phrase which I said you were not to use in Council. 

.Mr. D. N. ROY: Very well, 1 will not mention the terms of the 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I have given my ruling. Will you resume your 
^atP I decline to hear you any further. 

Mr. D. N. ROY : I withdraw the 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order! Order! 


Coverfiment Business. 

Demands for Grants. 

22.— General Admiinistration (Transferred). 

The Hon’ble Mr. DONALD: I beg to move that a sum of Rs. 1,60,000 
be granted for expenditure under the head 22. — General Adminis- 
tration (Transferred) ’’ on account of the salaries of the Ministers. 

Mr. D. N. ROY: May I rise to a point of order ? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Does it refer to the demand for grant? 

Mr. D. N. ROY: Yes. My point is that this demand for grant can- 
not be moved at all. There is no provisioK either in the Government of 
India Act or in the rules framed under that Act which enables a grant 
which has been once refused by this House to be moved again. There 
is no provision at all in the whole erf the Act or in the rules under the 
Act. That is my point. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The answer is very simple. Under notification 
No. F. — 76—1/24 — A., in exercise of the powers conferred by sub- 
section (5) of section 72D, read with sub-section (1) of section 129A 
of the Government of India Act, the Governor-General in Council, with 
the sanetion of the Secretary of Slate in Council, has been pleased to 
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direct an amendment of the rules made under the Act, and under this 
amendment this. demand for grant is perfectly in order. I rule it is in 
order. 

Mr> D. ROY S I submit that there is no provision at all 

Mf., PRESIDENT: I have given my ruling on that point. If you 
have any other point to make, please make it now. 

Mr. D. N. ROY: 1 now take the second point of order upon the new 
amended rule. That rule, I take it, according to the notification in the 
Gazette of India ^ was ‘‘ in exercise of the powers conferred by sub-sec- 
tion (5) of section 72D, read with sub-section {1) of section 129 A 
of the Grovernment of India Act.’’ Sub-section (J) of section 129 A 
has reference necessarily to sub-section (3) of that section. I think 
I better read out sub-secion (3) to make my meaning perfectly clear. 
Now sub-section (3) of section 129A says: “ Any rules to which sub- 
section (7) of this section applies shall be laid before both Houses of 
Parliament as soon as may be after they are made, and, if an Address is 
presented to His Majesty by either House of Parliament within the next 
thirty days on which that House has sat after the rules are laid before 
it praying that the rules or any of them may be annulled. His Majesty 
in Council may annul the rules or any of them,” and so forth. 

My point is this, that these rules hare been made, but have not been 
presented before both the Houses of Parliament under that sub-section. 
As it is sub-section (3) is i>eremptory and the words distinctly 
are that ” any rules shall be laid before,” and in confirmation of 
my argument and to strengthen my position, the Devolution Rules as 
well as the rules made under the Government of India Act — I mean the 
Council rules — distinctly state in the preamble the fact that those rules 
have been laid before both Houses of Parliament and sanctioned by them. 
The preamble to the Devolution Rules runs as follows : “In exercise of 
the powers conferred by sections 45A and 129A of ^the Government of 
India Act, the Governor-General in Council, with the sanction of the 
Secretary of State in Council, is pleased to make the following rules, the 
same having been approved by both Houses of Parliament.” The pre- 
amble to the Indian Legislative Rules are practically in the same terms : 
they definitely state that these rules were presented before bpth Houses 
of Parliament. I omit the first three paragraphs of the preamble to the 
Governor’s Legislative Council Rules ; the fourth paragraph says : “ And 
whereas a draft of such rules was laid before both Houses of Parliament 
and was duly approved hy them with certain modifications and addi- 
tions.” ' 

The Gazette of India Extraordinary does not say that these rules were 
laid before both Houses of Parliament. The notification .w the Gazette 
is absolutely clear on that point. It. merely says: “ In exercise of the: 
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power® conferred by sub-section (J) of section 72D, read with sub- 
section (1) of section 129 A of the Government of India Act, the 
Governor-General in Council, with the sanction of the Secretary of 
State in Council, is pleased to direct that the iollowing further amend- 
ment shall be made in the Bengal Legislative* Council rules,’’ and so^on. 

It merely refers to sub-section (7) which, of course, I do not ques- 
tion, because that only refers to the power of the Govern or-General. in 
Council to promulgate rules with the sanction of the Secretary of State 
in Council. Besides that there is -no mention in that notification that 
these rules have in fact been laid before both Houses of Parliament, 
and their sanction obtained. Until this is done, these rules cannot 
have the force of law in this country. 

Mfi PRESIDENT: Mr. Boj% you must remember there must not be 
a long legal argument. You must Btate your case as shortly as you 
can. 


Mr. D. N. ROY: I know; these are all my arguments. So I say 
that the rule is therefore ultra vires, and in fact it is not law which will 
enable the Hon’ble Mr. Donald to move this demand. 

Mft PRESIDENT: Mr. Roy, I must say your argument is most 
ingenious, and I appreciate its ingenuity, though not its substance. 
It may be that the Hon’ble Member in the secret recesses of his heart 
is of the same opinion. The quotation of section 129 A by itself will 
not suffice. That section is to be read with section 72D (6) : “ Provi- 
sion may be made by rules under this Act for the purpose of carrying 
into effect the foregoing provisions of this section and for regulating 
the course of business in the Council.” These are amendments which 
relate to the course of business in the Council. In section 129 A (3), 
the first words are of a limited and restricted character and the provi- 
sions of sub-section (7) only apply to such rules as those to which 
sub-section (3) of that section applies. These are not rules to which 
sub-section (7) of the section applies; they are rules made under sub- 
section (7) in conjunction with section 72D of the Government of India 
Act. 

If the Hon’ble Member has any further grievance in the matter, 
he must submit it to the Government of India. I rule that this demand 
is in order, and I call upon the Hon’ble Mr. Donald to move it. 

The Hon’ble Mr. J. DQNALD: This demand is intended to makb 
provision in the budget of the current year for the payment of the 
salaries to those holding the appointment of Ministers in the Qovem- 
ment of Bengal. It covers the salaries of two Ministers for twelve 
months, from the Ist April last, and of a third Minister as^rom the 
let September to the close of the year. This third Minister has not 
yet been appointed. In the absence of any provision for such a salary 
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it has not been possible to appoint a third Minister and, unless and until 
the motion I am^now putting forward is carried, no third Minister 
can be appointed. The original demand for provision for the salaries 
of Ministers, when the estimates were presented last cold weather, was 
rejected by the Council ox|, the 24th March, by a majority of one, on 
the^'metion of Maulvi Md. Nurul Huq Chaudhury. It is the desire 
of Government that this matter' be placed again before the Council, 
and before dealing with the main issue, I shall first explain the reasons 
which impelled Government to bring the matter again before the Council. 
This demand is not a supplementary demand — a .supplementary demand 
is intended to meet a case where the amount voted in the budget has 
proved insufficient. It is not an additional demand, as it is not a 
new need, a need not contemplated when the budget was presented. 
It is an old demand presented for reconsideration, and in putting it 
forward now we have been guided by the observations contained in 
clause 11 of the Report of the Joint Select Committee of Parliament. 
In connection with demands for reserved subjects, the Governor has 
the power to restore a rejected demand by a certificate that the expendi- 
ture is essential to the proper administration of the subject — ^to the 
discharge of his responsibility for the subject. In this way, the 
Governor has the power to review the decision of the Council. On the 
transferred side, Government are bound by the decision of the Council 
in respect of any particular demand, but it was laid down by the 
Joint Committee that the Governor, if so advised by his Ministers, would 
be justified in asking the Council to reconsider their decision on any 
particular provision. It is in the spirit of that recommendation that 
we now ask the Council to consider again the demand I^a.m now making, 
and the reasons we do so are: firstly, that we feel that the vote of 
the Council on the 24th March last was given under a misapprehen- 
sion without sufficient knowledge of the constitutional issues involved* 
and secondly, that that decision was inconsistent with the action of 
the Council on the 26th February when they threw out what was 
tantamount to a vote of no confidence in the Ministers. In the face 
of these two conflicting conclusions, and with an apparently imperfect 
knowledge of the constitutional issues, it is necessary that we should 
have the considered opinion of this Council. 

Now, the Council can only have had two objects in rejecting the 
demand, which was made in this connection laist March. The first 
was to mark their dissatisfaction with the existing form of ^constitu- 
tion, and by refusing supplies for the employment of any Ministers 
to force ^e Governor to administer temporarily the transferred depart- 
ments without the help of any Ministers, and ultUnately to induce 
Parliament to amend the constitution in the sense desired. The second 
object perhaps was to express dissatisfaction with the policy of the 
existing Ministers, and to secure the appointment of others. These 
two objects are entirely distinct and separate, but I fancy that Ihey 
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were somewhat mixed in the minds of many members who voted for 
the rejection of this demand in March last. 

Let me deal with the second one first. If it were the object of 
members to pass a vote of censure on the two existing Ministers, which 
would necessitate their resignation and the appointment of others in 
their place, they entirely frustrated that object by the action which 
they took, since by including in their vote the salary of a Minister who 
had not yet been appointed, and could not therefore be the object 
of censure, they deprived it of any character of a vote of censure. 
And by leaving no funds for the payment of any Minister, they made 
impossible the appointment of any successors if the existing Ministers 
had resigned. As an expression of dissatisfaction, therefore, with the 
policy of my two Hon’ble colleagues, the rejection of the whole demand 
for their salaries was mistaken and failed of its object. I hox>e that 
no one will repeat that mistake on this occasion and imagine that by 
voting for the rejection of the demand I am now making, he is 
expressing any disapproval of either the persons or policy of the Ministers. 

Now, let me deal with the other object, which was no doubt upper- 
most in the minds of those who voted against the Ministers* salaries 
last March — the object, namely, of obtaining a new constitution by 
wrecking the existing one. 

The failuie to make provision for any Ministers was an unconstitu- 
tional act. It has been justified and d^f^i^ded as consistent with the 
terms of section 72D, which authorise the Council to reduce or reject 
any demand for grants that may be submitted to them. But it is an 
elementary principle of law that no section of a Statute can authorise 
that which is inconsistent with or opposed to the object of the whole 
statute, and I will show that the action of the Council, which it is 
sought to be justified by a reference to section 72D, is- in fact incon- 
sistent with the provisions of the rest of the Act. 

The administration of transferred subjects is the particular duty of 
Ministers. In relation to transferied subjects,'' says the Gkyvern- 
ment of India Act, 1919, ** the Governor' shall be guided by the advice 
of his Ministers." It is, therefoi-e, clearly contemplated in the Act 
that the transferred subjects shall be administered by Ministers. Indeed, 
this is the maiji feature which differentiates the Act of 1919 from all 
its predecessors and embodied the declared policy of Parliament lo 
establish immediately an element of responsibility in the provincial 
Government with a view to the ultimate establishment of' complete 
responsible government in British India. Now, if there are to be 
Ministers, there must be a salary attached tP the office. As 'Sir Hugh 
Stephenson said in the course of the debate on the 24th March, if you 
are going in for a democratic constitution, you must so fix the salary 
of your Ministers, that it will not only be the rich that can accept 
sueh posts. This has been the principle of all democracies. Ministers 
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muflt he given a salary which will make it possible to obtain men of the 
required calibre from any class of society. Section 62 of the Act pro- 
vides that there may be paid to a Minister the same salary as is payable 
to a Member of the Executive Council^ unless a smaller salary is 
provided by vote of the Council. Hitherto t^e have made provision for 
the salaries of three Ministers. It has so far been held that three 
Ministers are essential for the discharge of the duties connected with 
the administration of the transferred subjects, and their salaries have 
been i)aid at the same rate as that fixed for the Members of the 
Executive Council. Until the current year, these arrangements, the 
number of Ministers and the salary paid, have been confirmed by the 
vote of the Council. By its vote or the 24th March, the Council 
rejected the entire provision for the salaries of Ministers. Such action 
is entirely contrary to the spirit of the constitution. The provisions 
of section 52 of the Act do not contemplate honorary Ministers, and 
as I have already said, such would not be in accord with the principle 
of demdcratic constitutions. The intention of the section has reference 
to the Minister’s salary in relation to that of a Member of Council, but 
clearly aims at the provision of a definite salaiy — salary sufficient 
to obtain a suitable Minister. In refusing the salaries of Ministers,, 
the Council have, therefore, gone beyond the spirit of the constitution. 

Had the preset Ministers not consented to carry on, it would have 
been necessary to have recourse to the provision of the Transferred 
Subjects (Temporary Administration) Rules. These rules provide for the 
temporary administration of transferred s'tibjects in the absence of 
Ministers, but only until such time as a Minister is appointed U) 
€idminister the subject. This, again, contemplates the appointment of 
Ministers, but in the absence of provision for payment of Ministers, if 
the Council continued to withhold such provision, such administration 
would be prolonged to such an extent and would be so much mov'e 
than temporary, that recourse would have to be taken to measures such 
as the transfer to the reserved list of the transferred subjects, a going* 
back on the whole object of the Reforms. I cannot believe that this 
Council would seriously contemplate a reversal to the old conditions 
and the loss of the power and responsibilities which have been conferred 
on the legislatures. The situation can still be gauged from present 
conditions. With a few exceptions in details, the budgets of tlie 
transferred depaHments were passed by the Council. The existing 
activities of these departments continue in full. The Council will, 

I think,' realise that it would be utterly impossible for the Qovenior to 
administer all these departments, except for a very short period, and 
that period could only be short, when no provision existed for the 
salary of a Minister, and no Minister could therefore be appointed. The 
ultimate result would be the transfer of these departments to the 
reserved list, so that they might be administered by Members of the 
Executive Council. Is the Council prepared to contemplate this witlv 
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equanimity F Are they prepared to go back to the old system of 
administration F Certain branches of the administration have been 
made over to Ministers selected from members of the Legislative Council 
responsible to the Council. This is a step on the road to self-govern- 
ment, an opportunity for showing the fitness of the people's representa- 
tives for the general administration of the province. Does the Council 
desire to throw away this opportunity, and retard the advance on the 
road to self-government? It has been urged that the overthrow of the 
existing constitution will compel Parliament to grant a greater measure 
of self-government than has been given under the present Reforms. 
Let me remind those who urge this view that the present Reforms 
were the result of a close examination of all the possibilities of Uhe situa- 
tion. They have been given so far only a short trial; there may be dis- 
abilities and defects — this is inevitable in a transitional system — but the 
road to self-government will be far* easier, more smooth if they continue 
to be worked than by a reversal to the old form of administration. 

The issues which the Council has to determine on the motion which 
I am now making and on the motions for reduction cm the paper are 
two in number — and Mr. Ehaitan has referred to this — and I would 
ask Members of the Council to bear them clearly in mind and not to 
confuse them in giving their votes. They are : — 

(1) Does this Council desire to preserve the constitu^^jn and main- 

tain Reforms P (A voice: No.) Does it^^ant Ministers? 
(A voice: No.) If it does, it will reject the motions which 
provide no salaries at all, or only salaries of nominal amount, 
or an amount utterly inadequate to secure men of the neces- 
sary calibre. If it accepts these particular motions for total 
refusal or reduction, then this means the suspension of the 
the Reforms and the disabilities I have referred to. This 
is not an issue connected with the. personnel of the Ministry. 

It is a large constitutional issue. Do you desire Ministers 
or do you not? Do you desire to maintain the Reforms or 
not? If you desire Ministers, if you wish to retain 
Ministers — ^I do not refes* to the personnel^^you must reject 
these particular motions. 

(2) The second issue has reference to the pay of Ministers. It is 

within the power of the Council to fix by vote a lower rate 
of salary than that authorised by section 62 of the Govern- 
ment of India Act to be made applicable to| any member hold- 
ing the post of Ministers. Any reduction made by one or 
any of such motions will not be interpreted implying a con- 
sure on the present MinistdW, This is, again, a question not 
affecting the particular person in the Ministiy. The demand, 
as I have presented it, and as I have already explained, pro- 
vides a salary equivalent to that of a Member of Council. 
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It is for the Council to determine whether the salary which 
would follow on the adoption of the motions for a reduction 
is sufficient for a Minister. As I have already said, this 
question has been debated more than once in this Council, 
and so far the conclusion has always been that there should be 
no differentiation between the pay of the Ministers and that 
of the Members of the Executive Council. 

These, I repeat, are impersonal issues. They are distinct from, 
and have a wider aspect than, that r*f the person neL They involve the 
whole constitution. If this Council wants to maint’ain the constitution 
and not to go back upon the Refoims, wants to cany on the purpose 
of the Government of India Act on the road to s^df-government, they 
will reject these motions for reduction and pass the demand which 
I have made. 

Babu AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA: I move that the demand for 
Rs. 1,60,000 under the head ‘‘ 22. — General Administration (Trans- 
ferred),^’ on account of the salaries of the ^finisters, be refused. 

In giving a reply to the arguments advanced by the Hon’lde 
Mr. Donald, I lalxnir under a certain disadvant’age, and that is simply 
this. I could not very well catch liis words. What little could be .heard 
at the beginning became absolutely inaudible when there was a little 
rain over us. 1 have got some words here/ and some w'ords there and 
1 shall try to meet them as best’ as 1 can. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Akhil Babu, would you please speak a little 
louder ? 

Babu AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA: T am speaking very much louder 
than Mr. Donald did. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I am anxious to hear you clearly. 

Babu AKHIL CH^DRA DATTA: I was, on the other hand, com- 
plaining^ that I could'^ot catch Mr. Donald’s words. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: [ know that. What I was suggesting was that 
you should make your own position clear. 

Babu AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA: Now, we in this gilded chamber 
are assembled under the summons of His Excellency to lU’onounce the 
people’s verdict on this demand for the Ministers’ salary. It is now a 
little over five months that the original demand was refused by this 
Council. The question is, what has happened since then to alter our posi- 
tion? Now, Sir, the Ron’ble^J^r. Donald has said that there are two 
things : One is whether we are going to refuse it on the constitutional 
issue, or whether we are going to refuse it on the ground of want of con- 
fidence in the present Ministers. These are two things which should 

5 
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certainly be kept apart. So far as the first point is concerned, dyarchy 
must go (“Hear,’’ “hear”). That has been the verdict of the people from 
one end of the country to the other (Question!). There is no question 
about that. I knew that the question would be raised from that quar- 
ter, and I was careful enough to say “ the people of the country 
(“Hear,” “hear”). That has been the verdict, that has been the 
pronouncement — the final and irrevocable pranouncemenU — not merely 
of the no-changers, the orthodox non-co-operators — not only of 

the Swarajists, not only of the Nationalists, but, I say, that has been 
the verdict of all the moderatJe people — of all ultra- Moderates and of 
all constitutionists (“ Hear,” “ hear ”). 

Now, let us consider what has been the verdict as regards this parti- 
cular part of the dyarchy, viz., the Ministers. It has been said that these 
Ministers are puppets, mere figure-heads (“ Hear,” “ hear ”) absolutely 
exercising no power at all — this has been said, not by irresponsible 
people like ourselves (Laughter). It has been said that these Ministers 
are mere glorified Under-Secretaries (“Hear,” “hear”). I say 
“ Under-Secrefaries ” advisedly, because they are dominated not only 
by ibe Governor, not only by the Finance Member, but by their own 
Secretaries (“ Hear,” “ hear ”). Now, Sir, who has pronounced ,this 
verdict P — Our ex-Ministers, including Mr. Chintamoni — that prince of 
Moderates! (“Hear,” “hear”). If that is so, the Ministers must 
go. Ihii, Sii’, I am very anxious fo emphasise one fact. "Although that 
is the feeling in the country, at the same time I must point out that 
when in March last we refused the Ministers’ salary, it was not on the 
cfAisiifutional issue, but we refused it. on the ground of no confidence in 
the Ministers. There can be no manner of doubt about that. Our posi- 
tion w\as made absolutely clear at that time. We said substantially 
this — that we refused their salanes because fhey arc not the people’s 
men. They voted against the popular verdict on the question of the 
release of the jK/litical prisoners, on the repeal of the repressive laws, 
on the question of the transfer of some of the de^^tments to the trans- 
ferred side. Even the benighted Assam Ministers supported the popular 
verdict on this last question. (“ Hear,” “ hear We said at the time 
that we had no confidence in them and fhey must go. That was the 
perdtion we took up at that time, and that was the position taken not 
only by the people of the Nationalist partJy, but even the members of 
the Swaraj party. I may refer to one typical instance, and that is the 
speech of my friend, Maulvi Md. Nurul Huq Chaudhury, who said : 

“ This Council knows that my friend, Mr. J. M. Sen Gupta, some time 
ago sent a resolution to the Hon’ble the President, in^which he wanted 
to pass a vote of non-confidence on the Ministers; but the Hon’ble the 
President disallowed it at the time, saying that when the salary of 
the Ministers came before the Council, if the Council passed a resolu- 
tion refusing the whole demand, it would be taken as a vote of censure 
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on the Ministers (“ Hear,” ” hear ”), or rather a vote of no-confidence 
in the Ministers.” 

Ml*. PRESIDENT! I hope, Akhil Babu, ycm are not going to credit 
me with any version of my ruling that may have been given by Maulvi 
Md. Nurul Huq Chaudhury. A much more satisfacfory way of quoting 
the ruling is to read it in the form in which I actually gave it and npt 
to present a version given to it by some member of the Council. 

Babu AKHIL CHANDRA DATTAs I can assure you that I was 
not quarrelling with this ruling. In fact, my attention was not directed 
to it in any way. My attention was confined to the position taken by 
the gentlemen who moved for the refusal of the demand. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That is quite correcU. My point remains unaffect- 
ed. You are reading some statement which purports to state what my 
ruling was. The proper course is to quote the ruling itself and not to 
give a version of it as given by some member erf the Council. 

Babu AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA: There was one sentence in 
which rliat ground was taken and reference made to the ruling ; beyond 
that, the ruling is absolutely immaterial to me for my present p^lbpose. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Quite so. 

Babu AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA: That was our attitude in March 
sio far as this motion was concerned, and I am extremely anxious to 
explain this to the members of this Council that so far as this motion 
goes, I am content to adhere to the position that was taken up in March 
last (“ Hear,’^ hear ^’). In other words, so far as I am concerned, 

1 ask the members of this Council to refuse this grant on the ground — on 
the very same ground — want of confidence in the Ministers (“ Hear,” 
“heai^’^). Although the question of coni^titu'tional issue was nort 
raised at the time wh^^ fhe Ministers’ salary was refused in March last, 
yet a constitutional question of far-reaching consequence has arisen since 
then in consequence of the attitude of the Government and the attitude 
of fhe Ministers #ith respect tc^ that decision. Now, what was the con- 
stitutional issue created by that decision of the House? That was this — 
the Ministers ought to have resigned and ought to have been made to 
resign. That was the inevitable result? of the decision of this Council 
refusing the Ministers’ salary. Now, that is not merely my view — that 
was the view, Sir, taken by His Excellency in this Council Chamber on 
the 18th March last, when he said: ‘‘ I have not come here not to make 
a speech, not? to employ a single argument, but I have only to state 
what will happen and what can happen if 'the budget is rejected. The 
first thing that would happen is that not only would the present 
Ministers have to resign, but that no otSher Ministers/ could be appointed 
in their place, because there would be no funds ” Hear,” hear ”). 
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That was the view taken by His Excellency : if the Ministers’ salary 
was refused, then the Ministers would have to resign. The question 
then arises — have they resigned? They ought to have walked out with 
bag and baggage; they ought to have cleared out lock, stock and barrel. 
His Excellency, however, did not ask them to resign, and therefore I may 
say His Excellency has acted unconstitutionally. Much water has 
flown down the Ganges since then — ^five months have elapsed since then; 
but the Ministers are still there, not asked to resign, not made to 
resign. After waiting for a reasonable time, I sent in a notice of a 
resolution demanding that the Ministers should be asked to resign in 
view of the refusal of their salary by the Council, but ray resolution 
was disallowed on the ground that it was not primarily the concern 
of the Bengal Government. I felt at the time that it was a colossal 
hoax to suggest that the Bengal Government had nothing to do with 
the retention or the resignation o? the Bengal Ministers. I do not know 
if the Government of Honolulu would solve the problem. What, again, 
is the constitutional position so far as the Ministers are concerned? In 
spite of the vote of censure, they are still sitting tight in their adaman- 
tine gadi^ setfing at naught the verdict of the Council, loyal tc; the bureau- 
cracjjAnd irresponsible to the elected representatives of the people (cries 
of ‘^Whame,” shame ”), going to the lobby uniformly, indiscrimin- 
ately, blindly and automatically with the officials under their bidding, 
express or implied Hear,’’ “ hear *’), dancing in joy 

[At this stage the member reached the time-limit.] 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Please finish your sentence. 

Babu AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA: I may say one thing, namely, 
the people want provincial autonomy. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That does not arise on this d^iestion of the 
Ministers’ salarj". 

Babu AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA: A little sparrow whispers inta 
my ears that the two Ministers have only the other day gone to the 
length of opposing any further advance, on the ground that the elector- 
ate are not yet educated. If that is so, are they responsible to the 
electJed representatives of the people? The whole question is — are the 
Ministers lawfully and constitutionally holding their oflSce or are they 
mere trespassers? I wonder what would have been the result if the 
suit in the High Court had been proceeded with. What would happen 
if a case of trespass was instituted before Mr. Roxburgh, the Presi- 
dency Magistrate? We have been told in a communique on the 14th 
April that the Ministers did not regard this refusal as equivalent to a 
^ote of censure. Sir, this only reminds one of that old vulgar story 
of a naib who wrote to his people : I have been shoe-beaten to-day : 
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I may also be insulted to-morrow.” It is difficult to conceive how we 
can convey our ^ensure more effectively and more unequivocally. It 
has been said, Sir, that on February, 20th, a motion which was 
equivalent 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Ton made a very good ending. If I may say so, 
you have just now finished with an admirable sentence. The rest of 
your speech, you must, I am afraid, take as read. 

Babu AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA: Only two minutes more, Sir, 
and I shall conclude. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Very well, I can give you two minutes more. 

Babu AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA: Now, the position has been 
altered in this way — that there has been no reason as' fo why the demand 
should be reconsidered. What I mean to* say is that so far as the Gov- 
ernment are concerned, if they had asked the Ministers to resign and, 
after tlieir resignation if the Government had come forward with this 
estimate for an additional grant, then we might reconsider the position. 
Wluit, however, was clone by lire Government? Why they brought 
forward a supplementary estimate. We protested against said 

that it was unconstitutional 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I am afraid, Akhil Babu, you cannot go into 
that. Even if you had not exceeded your 15 minutes^ allowance of 
fime, you could not go into- that question at all. 

Babu AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA: Very well. Sir. I recommend 
this motion and ask the Council to reject the demand on this distinct 
ground — I am not going into the larger question of constitutional 
issue — of want of confidence; and as regards the third Minister, I oppose 
it in view of the announcement made the other day in a communique 
issued from Dacca, viz., that the third Minister would be selected from 
amongst those people who support the motion for the retention of the 
Ministers (“Hear,” “hear”). This is nothing but inviting applica- 
tions such as : “As regards my qualification, although I am not qualified, 
I apply for the Ministership, as I voted for the Ministers’ salary on 
the 26th August.” 

Mr. J. M. SEN GUPTA: I beg to support the motion. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You have got only 15 minutes. 

Mr. J. M. SEN GUPTA: 1 won’t speak more than one minute. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I do not Nvant to stop you in the middle of your 
speech. 



58 


DEMANDS FOR GRANTS. 


[26th Aug. 


Mr. J. M. SEN CUPTA: I would ask my friends in this Council to 
vote for my motion and vote against the motion of the Hon’ble Mr. 
Donald, firstly, as a protest against the conduct — I should say — of His 
Excellency or of the Government of Bengal in getting the rules changed 
in such a way behind our backs and putting this demand before us un- 
constitutionally ; secondly, because we in Bengal — whether we be 
Moderates or No-changers or Swarajists or ex-Ministers — all of us are 
of opinion that dyarchy must go. My friend, Babu Akhil Chandra 
Datta, had asked you to vote for his motion, rejecting this demand for 
the salaries of the Ministers, on the ground that by that motion we would 
say that the Ministers do not enjoy our confidence. I say that not only, 
if this resolution is carried, it would show not only that the Ministers 
do not enjoy oiir confidence, but also, so far as this side of the House 
is concerned, so far as the Swarajists are concerned, so far as the 
Nationalists and those who do not believe in dyarchy are concerned, 
this resolution, if carried, would show that we would vote against 
dyarchy and we do not object to the administration of the transferred 
departments being taken up by His Excellency the Governor. Let him 
carry on and lot us see how long His Excellency carries on the adminis- 
tration^of the province. 

Babu MANMATHA NATH ROY: In opposing the motion for 
the supplementary demand for Ministers’ salary I would add only a 
few words. I must strongly repudiate the suggestion of the Hon^ble 
Member that in March last we did not act in full appreciation of the 
constitutional issue involved. I can assure him that by whatever addi- 
tional considerations we might have been guided, our vote was determined 
by a full and thorough consideration of the constitutional issue. The 
present constitution, the sham of a dyarchy, has been condemned all 
over the country, and during the last few days it has been condemned 
in two different places very effectively. Babu Akhil Chandra Datta 
has referred to the unanimous verdict of the ex-Ministers. I might add 
that the Government have by a fatal step sounded the death-knell 
of the dyarchy. The Government by altering the rules have enabled 
the Council to consider for a second time the question of the salary 
of Ministers, and I may say that in taking that step the Government 
have said — and very effectively said — Dyarchy is dead.” 

Mr. D. N. ROY : I do not want to speak. I simply move the motion. 

Mr. KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY. I do not want to make a speech. I 
support the motion. 

Mauivi Md. NURUL HUQ CHAUDHURY: We have been told that 
we offer bribes. I find, however, that Government are also offering 
bribes. 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: That does not arise on this amendment. There 
is no question of bribe-taking or bribe-giving involved. 

Mauivi Md. NURUL HUQ CHAUDHURY: I have not finished yet. 
I shall speak on this resolution. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question of taking and giving bribes does 
not arise on this resolution, and I do not want to have to repeat it again. 

Mauivi Md. NURUL HUQ CHAUDHURY: Bait has been offered. 
Those who vote 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You must obey my ruling. I cannot have this 
constant disobedience to my ruling. It Ls impossible to carry on if a 
member does not obey the ruling of the Chair. 

Mr. BY0MKE8 CHAKRAVARTI: On tlip last occasion, when this 
matter came for the consideration of this House, I was not privileged 
to be here and make clear the position and the attitude of the Nationalist 
members of this House whom I have the honour to lead. As it is quite 
possible that my career of usefulness here may be cut short on this 
occasion also by a communication from His Excellency, delivered 
through a special messenger at any moment, I am taking this nearly 
opportunity of having my say on this question. 

I desire at the outset to make it clear that as a party, though opposed 
to dyarchy on principle, we are not committed to any policy of obstruc- 
tion, pure and simple. Nor is it any part of our principles or policy 
to debar ourselves from acceptance of office, provided it can be done 
consistently with self-respect and with a view to hasten the early attain- 
ment of provincial autonomy. 

This being a very short outline of our general policy, let me now 
turn to a consideration of the particular motion before the House. 
Speaking from a constitutional point of view -which is also the com- 
monsense point of view and was until lately the legal point of view — the 
vote of this House on the question of the aalaries of the Ministers on the 
last occasion was tantamount to a vote of no confidence in them and 
should have been followed immediately by their resignation, which, I 
venture to submit, should have been accepted. This would have been 
the self-respecting course for the Ministers in question — a course which 
would also have redounded to the upholding of the constitution and the 
dignity of this House, for which, I suppose, we all are and ought to be 
anxious. Instead of this, we have been witnesses to the sorry spectacle 
of a change in the rules of this House in the face of an injunction from 
the High Court. Nothing could have been more humiliating and sub- 
versive of "the dignity of this House and of its constitution, about which 
so much is heard. Besides, the common-sense, the constitutional and 
the dignified course would not .have led to any deadlock in practice, as, 

I believe, there are many members of this House who are not pledged 
on principle either to the non-acceptance of office or to downright 
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uninitigated obstruction. In matters like the present, we have to act 
on first principles and to so act as to broaden and liberalise if we can the 
constitution, even as it is, from “ precedent to precedent. We have, 
therefore, after mature consideration of all the circumstances, decided 
as a party to oppose this motion and vote against its acceptance. 


Sir WILLOUGHBY CAREY: This is a subject about which much 
dust has arisen and a])out which much dust has wilfully been raised. One 
point has been mentioned by two of the last speakers, and that is the 
introduction of the new rule. Well, I think, I am perfectly correct in 
letting the House know what I have heard that Bengal had nothing 
whatever to do with it. Neither the Government of Bengal nor the 
President of the Council or any one in Bengal had anything whatever 
to do w-ith the introduction of tluit rule. Babu Akhil Chandra Datta 
also spoke much about the Ministers. Well, the issue, I think as put 
to us by the Hon’ble Mr. Donald, is quite clear. Mr. Donald has told 
the House all the details. The issue is simply this : either we will have 
the present constitution, or its reversal, and a reversion to the former 
state of things obtaining before the lieforms. Now the Swaraj party 
have declared themselves openly in favour of destroying the present 
arrangement, not because of its admitted difficulties, of which we have 
read so much of late in the evidence given, and which in spite of all, 
1 feel, has been one-sided up to date — ^that is I am speaking of the 
evidence given in Simla — but simply because this trial form of govern- 
ment is not considered by them to be sufficiently extensive and does 
not meet with their idea of complete self-government. This is not a 
time for peisonal prejudices, or personal likes or dislikes. This is not 
a time for petty or paltry reasoning, or for standing round and listen- 
ing to rumours, or to detractions and attacks, true or otherwise. The 
House has before it a broad patriotic issue, and I look to it to rise to 
the occasion. I have seen the llcforms working here and in Delhi for 
four years and T have been privileged to take part in their working 
here and much was done in the first three years. This is an old argu- 
ment, but it is a good argument for repetition. It is apt to be forgotten 
among the new issues that are being raised to-day. In spite of what 
was done during the first three years the Reforms have never been 
yet properly tried out, and the full powers of the Council and the 
Assembly have never yet been taken advantage of. As far as we are 
concerned, we know what we are here now for to-day. We, in this 
Council, should not forget that we are here to make a choice which I 
confidently look to the best elements of this House to make, which will 
be, I believe, the carrying on of the constitution as laid down until the 
time comes for further increases. Believe me the glories of a real and 
a stable swaraj can be better attained by the maintaining of the present 
status quo for the period laid down in the Act than by the changes that 
are now being advocated by the Swaraj party. 
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In passing, I would say that I have watched with a growing distaste, 
shared, I am sure, by all sound men who wish for a decent public life, 
the debasement of true public life of late in Bengal. India is a 
land of high traditions with its best peoples, a land of courage and 
honour unsurpassed in many wa:vs, and this cheap huckstering of public 
life should be abandoned. We do not want to let the world believe that 
this is all there is in India. Whoever is responsible for it unfortunately 
for them, the new Swaraj party have become identified with that 
sort of thing. We should all be sorry to see Bengal made a shrugging 
among the nations of the world, and referred to with the damning smiles 
and shrugs with which one refers to a South American Republic. That 
is not, I am sure, the ambition of this Council was though it may be 
of the new Swaraj party. It is not to be imagined that the high-minded 
statesmen who felt their way during the past 20 to 25 years towards the 
l)resent scheme of the trial form of government could have imagined 
the use that is being made of it to-day. Again, all that I would say. 
Sir, is to appeal to the better elements of this House to put behind 
them all prejudices and to face the broad issue — the constitutional 
issue as to whether we are to go on in Bengal in what I believe, in 
spite of all the opinions that may be held by other friends, to be the 
very beat way forM^ard as laid down in the Reforms Act which, as far 
as Bengal is concerned, is to be decided here this afternoon. 

[At this stage the Council was adjourned for 10 minutes.] 

[After the adjournment.] 

BS'bu DEBI PR08AD KHAiTANs This motion for the total refusal 
of the Ministers’ salaries involves a question of great constitutional 
importance. Babu Akhil Chandra Datta, in moving the resolution for 
total refusal, has said that he does not move it with the intention 
of bringing the Reforms to an end but because he and his party have 
no confidence in the present Ministers. lie has quoted previous speeches 
delivered in the month of March last and from those speeches he has 
tried to show that in March the total refusal of salaries was intended 
to be an expression of this House of want of confidence in the Ministere 
and not intended to do away with the Ministry altogether. In support 
of his argument he quoted the speech of a member of the Swaraj party, 
but Mr. J. M, Sen Gupta in moving the same resolution in identical 
words said that his party now put the question on the constitutional 
issue that diarchy is bad and it must come to an end and that this 
motion is an instrument whereby they want to kill it. So far as I am 
concerned I am no lover of diarchy and am as much opposed to it as 
Mr. C. R. Das and his followers are. If there is any doubt in the 
mind of any person as to the uselessness of this form of Government 
evidences recently given at Simla have removed these doubts altogether. 
The question, however, that we have got to consider is whether diarchy 
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should be killed by a reversion to the old form of Government, by 
giving* room to Government to take over the transferred side to the 
reserved side or whether to go on occupying the transferred side through 
Ministers responsible to the Council and agitating for fresh advances. 
This Council passed a resolution, I believe in March last, recommend- 
ing to Government that all the departments in the Provincial govern- 
ments except three should be Transferred. I know not whether that 
resolution has been conveyed to the vSecretary of State or not. But 
the Reforms Enquiry Committee is now sitting and is making enquiry 
into the n)atter and whether we ought to have confidence in the Reforms 
Enquiry Committee or not there must be divergence of opinion. But 
the broad question that appears to my mind is whether by refusing 
the salaries of Ministers we ought to give a handle to Government to 
take over the transferred departments. There is certainly a diver- 
gence of opinion on this question. Mr. C. R. Das and his party have 
openly said that they want to kill dyarchy and they do not care if 
Government takes them over. Mr. Chakravarti in his speech has said 
that they do not want that the transferred departments should be taken 
over by the reserved side but that this motion has been made because 
they have no confidence in the present Ministers. The question, to my 
mind, about this motion for refusal is one of practical shape. What 
will be the interpretation put upon it by Government or by His Excel- 
lency the Governor? The Hon’ble Mr. Donald has made it clear 
to-day that the passing of this motion will be interpreted by them as 
meaning that this Council does not want any Ministry, whether it 
be composed of the Hon’ble Mr. Ghuznavi or Maulvi Fazl-ul Huq 
or anybody else. Mr. Chakravarti in his speech has said that they 
have no confidence in the present Ministers. If that is so I do not 
want to anticipate the discussion on motion No. 24 but I believe 
that is the motion which will decide w^hether this House has confidence 
in the present Ministers or not. If that motion comes up for discus- 
sion, I will express my own views on the subject as to whether the 
present Ministry ought to continue or not and as to whether other 
Ministers w^ho enjoy the confidence of the majority of the non-official 
members of this House should be appointed in their place. I under- 
stand Mr. Chakravarti to say that his party is prepared or at least has 
no objection to form a Ministry if the present Ministers resign but, 
as I have said, Sir, the motion No. 24 which would decide that issue 
is not yet before the House and I do not want to discuss it now. 
I myself believe that having regard to the clear interpretation expressed 
on behalf of Government the passing of the motion that is now 
before the House would be interpreted to mean that this House does 
not want the appointment of any Ministers whomsoever. I believe, Sir, 
that for them, who believe that the Ministers ought to remain and 
that the diarchy should be killed by other methods or means, it would 
not be wise to vote in favour of this motion. 
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Khsfl BEh^dlir MauIvi Mda CHpiNUDDINs I vehemently oppose 
this motion for the total refusal of the Ministers’ salaries and I have 
strong reasons for doing so. I refuse to believe that this motion has 
been brought forward with a view to express want of confidence in 
the present Ministers. If that were so, then I would have expected 
some such qualifying sentence at the end of the motion that we have 
no confidence in the present Ministers. There is another motion which 
is No. 24, which says that the i>resent Ministers’ salaries may be fixed 
at rupee one only. That is, of course, a motion for expressing no 
confidence in the present Ministers. But as regards this motion, it 
has evidently been brought forward with a view to lay the axe at the 
very root of that damnable thing called diarchy. Their object is 
clear from the very fact that not only this item of the supplementary 
budget but all the items of the supplementary budget have been objected 
to on the present occasion, as was also done on the first ocx*asion when 
the original budget was put forward before the Council. On that 
occasion it was not only the Ministers* salaries which were refused but 
every item of the budget was opposed from start to finish. When the 
Swarajists first entered the Council they brought forward a cut and 
dried programme and they declared that if the Government refused 
to accede to their wishes, they would then oppose every item of the 
budget in order to bring about a dead-lock to kill diarchy once for all. 
With that avowed object in view they have entered the Council to 
wreck the diarchical form of Government. If that be the object iii the 
present instance also, then I think it is utterly illegal, unconstitu- 
tional and ultra vires. Section 52 of the Government of India Act 
says that the Ministers will have the same salary as the Members of 
the Execuitive Council unless a lower salary is voted by the Council. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Khan Bahadur. I cannot allow you to pursue 
that line of argument. It is quite beside the point. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi Md. CHOINUDDIN; The Ministers have been 
taken to task by my friends Messrs. Dutt and Chakravarti for not 
having resigned their posts as soon as their salaries were refused on 
the first occasion. I rather admire the wisdom of the Ministers for 
not having yielded to this sort of unconstitutional pressure because I hold 
that such a refusal of their salaries was ultra vires and illegal under 
section 52 of the Government of India Act and so they had done the 
right thing in not having resigned. Now, if their salaries are refused 
on this occasion also, what would be the result? Would dyarchy ^? 

I think not. If His Excellency does not certify all the grants, the 
transferred departments will be re-transferred to the reserved side 
and in the words of Kumar Shib Shekhareswar Ray the bureaucracy 
will go on as merrily as ever. We will not be in any way nearer the 
Swaraj. 
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Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER; Sir, I suffer from a great 
disadvantage perhaps in common with many members of this House 
who tried to follow my hon’ble friend, Mr. Donald, and who tried to 
modify their views, if possible, by listening to his arguments. Whether 
this be due to the fact that the mother tongue of neither of us is 
English or whether this be due to the fact that my friend, Mr. Donald, 
was rather speaking to himself for his own edification and not in a 
very audible voice, the fact remains that I could not clearly follow 
all that he said although I tried luy best and strained my ears to 
follow him. Suffering from this disadvantage I have to proceed on 
lines of my own and I want to begin by saying that if to-day we were 
asked to vote on the clear issue, namely, that this grant was demanded 
for the retention of a Ministry as opposed to the retention of the present 
Ministers, I would have unhesitatingly voted for the grant and tried 
my l)est to induce others to vote for it. Speaking for myself, and after 
giving the matter my most anxious consideration, I cannot persuade 
myself to come to the conclusion that this vote is demanded for the 
letention of a Ministry. In my opinion this vote is demanded for the 
retention of two Ministers who have flouted this House and have flouted 
public opinion by retaining their office against the constitution. As 
a constitutionalist I take a far more serious view of the situation than 
even Mr. C. R. Das. I believe with the fervour of a religious faith 
that the future of India lies in evolution, and if evolution has to be 
properly worked it must be on constitutional lines. I must therefore 
oppose anyone who goes against the constitution even should that person 
be my personal friend. 

There is another and a very cogent reason why I must oppose this 
grant. I realise, and I am sorry to admit that I realise it, that the 
Moderate pai-ty is certainly not in a majority in this House. Why is 
this so? My complaint for this state of things is not so much against 
the Swarajists — they have their own politics, and however much I may 
disagree with their politics I know what their politics is — ^but my 
complaint is against the pretenders amongst the so-called Moderates. 
It may surprise my European friends, both official and non-official; but 
it is nonetheless true that there are just two elected members in this 
House who belong to the Moderate organisations and who are members 
of this Council. One is myself and the other is Mr. J. N. Basu. 

I have no party bond with these pretenders who pose as Moderates. 
These pretenders who pose as Moderates are not really so and they have 
met with their deserts. How was it that during the last election in 
ev#ry constituency the Swarajists under Mr. C. R. Das’s leadership 
put forward only one nominee who in many cases got through although 
these pretenders contested their constituencies 4 or 5 deep in spite of 
the advice and protest of the leaders of the true Moderate party? So 
long as those who really want to come within the Moderate fold do not 
realise that without organisation they cannot hope to take any effective 
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part towards carrying on responsible government, there is no liope for 
the Moderates. I would much rather see only one party in this House 
than a number of disunited parties in the garb of Moderates. I have 
been told that as the Ministers are Moderates for party reasons I must 
vote for them. I have no such bond with them. I had such a bond 
with Mr. S. N. Mullick who belongs to the Moderate organisations. 
I have no party bond with the present Ministers who do not belong to 
*uch organisations. It is the politics of the Moderates to work the 
constitution as it stands to its best advantage and I am here to work 
it — not that 1 love dyarchy but I would like to work it as best as it 
can be worked in the Council as at present constituted. I ask, Sir, the 
Ministers through you — are you working the constitution by trying to 
lun it without a real party behind you? And it you have no party 
there can be only one answer, namely, that self-respect demands that 
you should not be in the place you have been asked to occupy. During 
the first part — for about 10 weeks - of the life of this Council, I siip- 
poi'ted the Ministers whole-hearteclly but I have since changed my views 
and my attitude towards them because of constitutional reasons, and 
1 can assure the House that it is the constitutional aspect of the ques- 
tion and the constitutional question alone that has been the deciding 
factor for my vote against this grant. Sir, how is it that the Moderates 
who hallowed th(‘ memory of great and honoured leaders like Dadabhoy 
Naoroji, Gopal Krishna Gokbale, Pherojshah Mehta, Ananda Mohan 
Bose and other eminent leaders now no more -I do not mention any of 
cur leaders still with us, how is it that the Moderates, who undoubtedly 
had a gieat hold over the country, have lost that hold to-day? It is 
because of these proteiidcrs who claim to be Moderates, who under the 
Moderate garb go before ihe country aiul the peojjle without knowledge 
of Moderate politics and princijdes, who shuffle and shift and change 
their views to suit the convenience of the hour. To-day in the presence 
of tile Britishers, official and non-official, they pretend friendship with 
England. The very next day in the presence of the Indians they 
sing to a different tune. A true Moderate has no reason to be ashamed 
of publicly proclaiming his good-will tr) wards England for that good- 
will rests on the solid foundation of his patriotism for his motherland. 
A true Moderate realises that if he has got to get self-government within 
the British Empire he must get it through evolution and it can only 
be by the mutual good-will of the Indians and the Englishmen and 
not by ihe good-will of England alone. It must be by the mutual good- 
will of both England and India. I repeat again with all the emphasis 
that I can command that a true Moderate will never be ashamed to 
proclaim that he values the good-wdll of England. But the pretenders 
would not do this as they have no fixed principles and it is these 
pretenders who have dragged down the good name of the whole 
Moderate party. * My time is short and I do not like to proceed any 
further on the line I have taken. My next point is that if this grant 
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be refused there is no reason why the present constitution should come 
to an end. If the authorities become dissatisfied/ and they act in a 
huff because the salaries of the present Ministers have been refused 
then the responsibility for breaking the constitution will be the respon- 
sibility of the authorities and not of the House. The Swaraj party are 
certainly not by themselves in a majority and if the Independents and 
ethers have combined with them to-day in throwing out the present 
demand it is only because Government have not cared to listen to 
their advice. If Government care to listen to the advice of those who 
do not belong to the Swaraj party then I say that in the course of the 
next two or three months a Ministry can be formed. Although I am 
not willing to accept office as Minister for the simple reason that 
I realise that my party is in a minority in the House, but if Govern- 
ment would listen and take the advice of those who are not Swarajists 
I undertake to form a more stable Ministry — -not a volatile Ministry 
like this who win one day by one vote and lose on another day say 
by two votes. In niy opinion it is far better that during the next two 
or three months the Transferred departments should be administered 
in a straightforward way by men like Mr. Swan, Mr. Dutta and 
Mr. Goode than that these departments should be administered by 
persons who claim to be Ministers but who have no majority at their 
back. I w’ould conclude by making one last appeal to Mr. Fazl-ul Huq 
and Mr. Ghuznavi. I have known Mr. Huq for nearly 30 years and 
Mr. Ghuznavi for many years although not so long. My personal appeal 
to Iheni iwS Resign and end this humiliation.’’ 

The Hon’ble Mauivi A. K. FAZL-UL HUQ: I rise not to make any 
speech with reference to the question now before the House but only 
to say a few words by way of personal explanation. A certain letter 
lias been published to-day in Forward and is being circulated to the^ 
members of the Legislative Council with what object T do not know. 

Mr. BY0MKE8 CHAKRAVARTI: Is he in order? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: He is making a personal explanation. 

Mr. A. C. BANERJEE: He is making a reference to a newspaper. 

Mr. C. R. DA8: May I point out that no speaker has referred to 
it? 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: No, but it is always a recognised rule that aiiy 
member is entitled to make a personal explanation with regard to any 
j)articiilar matter. 

The Hcn’ble Mauivi A. K. FAZL-UL HUQ: I wish my friends had 
only lisfened to me. 

Mr. J. M. 8EN GUPTA; Give the explanation to the Court. 
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The Hon'ble Mauivi A. K. FAZL-UL HUQ: As regards this letter, 
Sir, I make this statement publicly that I never wrote any such letter, 
that the letter is not genuine and that it appears to be an impudent 
forgery. 

. Mr. A. Cl BANERilEE: What letter is he referring to? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: He has distinctly stated w'hat it was. I cannot 
permit these interruptions. 

The Hon’ble Mauivi A. K. FAZL-UL HUQ: I heard some three or 
four days ago from a friend of mine — a member of this Council men- 
tioned to me that such a letter was in circulation. I will not mention 
his name. I told him that I never wrote such a letter. At that time 
he told me that that letter was purix>rted to have been written to 
a certain Rai Bahadur at Krishnagar. Somehow or other I got a 
copy of that letter and I found that letter purports to have been 
addressed to a gentleman who does not at all exist. I appeal to 
Mr. C. R. Das, who is the editor of the paper in which the letter 
has been published, to kindly let me know or to make public the 
name of the addressee of the letter, so that the whole world would 
know that this letter was not genuine. If he has any objection to 
publish the name, I ask him to supply the name either to Mr. Donald 
or to His Excellency, so that enquiries may be made if necessary, and 
an enquiry will show what a glaring forgery has been perpetrated. 
As regards the point at issue I do not want to say anything except that 
so far as diarchy is concerned, T wish with all my heart that it comes 
to an end to-day. 

Mr. C. R. DAS: I did not know before I came here and before my 
friend Mr. Fazl-ul Iluq got up to speak that I should have to say 
anything about mj^elf as the editor of a paper, but I must obey 
the President’s ruling. All that I desire to say is that I re^x^at in 
this House that that signature is the signature of Mr. Fazl-ul Huq. 
If he wants information and further particulars, anywhere he lakes 
me to I shall prove what I say. This is not the place for me to do so, 
but if he institutes any case or takes me to any court, I shall prove 
to the satisfaction of every honest and impartial judge that that signa- 
ture is his signature. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That incident is closed. 

Mauivi Md. NURUL HUQ CHAUDHURY: May I rise to a point of 
Older, Sir? The time allotted, viz., IJ hours, has been over long ago. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I do not understand your point of order. The 
time allotted is IJ hours and should be over at 5-14 but I have excluded 
from this the time which you and your co-religionists insisted on having 
for saying your prayers. I understand that you now make a grievance 
of that. 
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Mauivi EKRAMUL HUQ: I rise to oppovse this resolution. My 
friend in the Swarajist camp have moved this resolution and their 
only aim is to end diarchy. Sir, this step is resented to by the people 
who have been trying their best so long to get more and more Reforms 
so that they could, within as short a time as possible, get self-govern- 
ment within the Empire. Now that they have got the Reforms it 
has somehow or other got into the heads of the Swarajist party to 
end them. It seems to me that they think that by ending diarchy they 
will get something higher than this. Was not Swaraj offered within 
six months — was it not offered within a year? But Swaraj never 
came at all. Is rtiis the only way of compelling Government to come 
forward with further instalments of Reforms. I think not. On the 
other hand it seems to me to be quite plain and consistent with justice 
and equity that we should try our best to work the Reforms as they 
are at present and in the meantime impress upon the Government that 
we are quite fit to have more not after 10 years but within that# time. 
Sir, it seems to be the duty of every one who likes ordered progress to 
take this course, and not to try to attain freedom by a magic wand. 
My remarks are not meant for those who do not want ordered progress. 
Let us consider 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Will you please resume your seat? Tlie time 
allotted is ovei* and I will now put motion No. 2. 

The motion of Babu Akhil Chandra Datta was then put and a divi- 
sion taken. 

After Mauivi Md. Abdul Jabbar Pahlowan had returned from the 
lobby the Hon4)le the President before announcing the result of ihe 
division addressed him and said, Mauivi Abdul Tabbar Pahlowan,- your 
conduct during division time has been most disorderly and if ;\ou 
rejieat it again I shall have to suspend you from aUendancc for the ro.st 
of the session.” 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I desire to give a warning to visitors in the 
galleries that if the slightest demonstration occurs on the announce- 
ment c»f the result of the figures of the division I shall have both the 
upper and lower galleries immediately cleared. 

The result of the division was then declared as follows : 


AYES. 


Ahamad, Mauivi A<simuddln. 
Ahmed, Mauivi Zannoor. 

All, Mr. A4taf. 

Bagchl, Babu Romes Chandra. 
Baksh, Mauivi Kader. 

Banerjea, Dr. Pramathanath. 
Banerjee, Babu Satya Kishore. 
Banerjee, Mr. A. C. 

Basu, Babu Sarat Chandra. 
Bose, Babu Bejoy Krishna. 
Chakravarti, Mr. Byomkes. 


ChakravortI, Babu Jogindra Chandra. 
Chakravorty, Babu Sudarsan. 
Chatterjee, Babu Umes Chandra. 
ChaudJiurl, Ral Harendranath. 
Chaudhury, Mauivi Md. Nurul Huq. 
Chaudhury, Mauivi Salyed Abdur Rob. 
Chunder, Mr. NIrmal Chandra. 

Das, Dr. Mohinl Mohon. 

Das, Mr. C. R. 

Das Gupta, Dr. J. M. 

Datta, Babu Akhil Chandra. 
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Dty, SAtoM BfiiMhi frotail. 
luifvr. MattMl iMMiil. 

Qaiiciily» BalNi Khagindni Natli. * 
HaMar. Mr. N. 

Haat •’MU Syid emdadiik 
Hoqua, Mauhrt layadal. 

Hottabi, IMiufvl Watwd. 
doardarp Maiihrl Mtab Hottaln. 

Khaiip Babu Dbbandra Lai. 

Khan. Mauhrl Abdur fCatohld. 

Kbaiii Maulvl Atnanat. 

Khadp Maulvl Mahl Uddin. 

Law, Maja Retbat Cata. 

Mabammad, Maulvl Basar. 

Malty, Babu Mabandra Nath. 

MItra, Babu Jogandra Nath. 

Mltra, Babu Satyendra Chandra. 
Mitter, Sir Provash Chunder. 
Mukerjea, Babu Taraknath. 

Nandy, MaharaJ Kumar Sris Chandra. 
Naeker, Babu Ham Chandra. 

Neogi, Babu Manmohon. 
buader, Maulvl Abdul. 

Raikut, Mr. Pratanna OSb. 


Ray» .Babtt Aibanitb Chandra. 

Ray, Babu Aailibaran. 

Ray, Babu iurandra Hath. 

Ray, Dr. Kumud Sankar. 

Ray, Kumar Sbib Sbakbarttwar. 

Roy, Babu Mdnmatha Nath. 

Roy, Babu Satoowripatl, 

Roy, Or. Bldhan Chandra. 

Roy, Mr. 0. N. 

Roy, Mr. KIran Sankar. 

Roy Choudhurl, Ral Bahadur Satyendra 
Nath. 

Sarkar, Babu Hemanta Kumar. 

Sarkar, Maulvl Artlah Bukth. 

Barker, Babu Nallniranjan. 

Sasmal, Mr. B, N. 

Sen, Mr. N. C. 

Sen Gupta, Mr. J. M. 

SIngha, Mr. Arun Chandra. 
Suhrawardy, Dr. A<. 

Suhrawardy, Mr. H. S. 

Tarafdar, Maulvl Rajib Uddin. 

Yasin, Maulvl Muhammad. 


N0E8. 


Addame-Wllllams, Mr. C. 

Abmed, Maylvl Tayebuddin. 

Atey, Mr. S. Mahboob. 

All, Maulvl Sayyed Sultan. 

Band, Mr. R. N. 

Banerjee, Ral Bahadur Ablnash Chandra. 
Barma, Ral Sahib Panchanan. 

Barton, Mr. H. 

BasH, Babu datindra Nath. 

Bag, Khan Bahadur Miria Shuja’at A4I. 
Carey, Sir Willoughby. 

J/holnuddiR, Khan Bahadur Maulvl Md. 
Chowdhury, Maulvl Fazlal Karim- 
Cohen, Mr. O. J. 

Cooper, Mr. C. 0. 

Corcoran, Mr. B. d. ^ 

Currie, Mr. W. C. 

Das, Babu ^haru Chandra, 
taaud, Mr. M. 

Oey, Mr. Q. Q. 

Donald, the Hon'ble Mr. d. 

Does, Ral Bahadur Pyarl Lai. 

Dutt, Mr. C. S. 

Sddls, Mr. B. E. 0. 

Emerson, the Hon’ble Mr. T. 

Faroqui, Khan Bahadur K. 0. M. 

Forrester, Mr. d. Campbell. 

Qhuznavl, the Hon’ble Hadji Mr. An K. Abu 
Ahmed Khan. 

Bodfroy, Sir George. 

Coenka, Babu Badridas. 

Goode, Mr. % W. 

Cordon, Mi^ A. 01 
Guha, Mr. P. N. 


Haq, Khan Bahadur KazI Zahlrul. 

Heard, Major General R. 

Hosaain, Khan Bahadur Maulvl Musharruf. 
Huq, Maulvl Ekramul. 

Huq, the Hon’ble Maulvl A. K. Fazl-ul. 
dames, Mr. F. E. 
damat, Mr. A. K. 

Khaltan, Babu DebI Prosad. 

Lai Mahammad, Hajl. 

Liddell, Mr. H. C. 

Marr, Mr. A. 

Mailh, Mr. Syed M. 

Mobsriy, Mr. A. 

Moreno, Dr. H. W. B. 

Morgan, Mr. C. 

Mukerjl, Mr. S. C. 

Nazimuddin, Khaje. 

Oaten, Mr. E. F. 

Pahlewan, Maulvl Md. Abdul dubbar. 

Phelps, Mr. T. d. 

Philip, Mr. d. Y. 

Rahim, the Hon’ble Sir Abd-ur-. 

Rahman, Mr. Aa. F. 

Ray, the Hon'ble MoBaraJa Bahadur 
Kshaunlsh Chandra. 

Ray Chaudhurl, Mr. K. C. 

Roy, Mr. S. N. 

Roy, Raja Manlloll Singh. 

Salam, Khan Bahadur Maulvl Abdus* 
Skinner, Mr. S. A. 

Swan, Mr. d. A. L. 

Travers, Mr. W. L. 

Vllllers, Mr. Edward. 

Woodhead, Mr. d. A. 


The Ayes being 68 and the Noes 66 the motion was carried. 

The motion of the Hon^ble Mr. J. Donald was not put as it was 
covered by the foregoing decision of the Council. 
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The following motions were not put as they were also covered 
by the foregoing decision of the Council : — • 

Mauivi Md. NURUL HUQ CHAUDHURY and Mr. 4 . M. SEN 
GUPTA I “ That the demand for Rs. 1,60,000 "under the head ‘ 22. — 
General Administration (Transferred)’ on account of the salaries of 
the Ministers, be reduced by Rs. 1,59,999.” 

Mr. KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY and Mauivi Md. NURUL HUQ 
CHAUDHURY: “That the demand of Rs. 1,60,000 for expenditure 
under the head ‘ 22.''^eneral Administration (Transferred)’ on account 
of the salaries of the Ministers, tte reduced by Rs. 1,59,997.” 

Mauivi Md. NURUL HUQ CHAUDHURY: ” That the demand for 

Re. 1,60,000 under the head ‘ 22.-TGeneral Adminis'traDion (Trans* 
ferred)’ on account of the salaries of the Ministers, be reduced by 
Rs. 1,50,000.” 

Mauivi Md. NURUL HUQ CHAUDHURY: ” That the demand for 
Rs. 1,60,000 under head ‘ 22. — General Administration (Transferred)’ 
on account of the salaries of the Ministers, be reduced by Rs. 1,45,000.”. 

BabU KHACENDRA NATH GANGULY: ” That the demand for 
Rs. 1,60,000 under the head ‘ 22. — General Administration (Trans- 
ferred)’ on account of the salaries of the Ministers, be reduced by 
Rs. 1,42,000.” 

Mauivi Md. NUtlUL HUQ CHAUDHURY; ” That the demand for 
Rs. 1,60,000 under the head ‘ 22. — General Administration (Trans- 
ferred)’ on account of the salaries of the Ministers, be reduced by 
Rs. 1,40,000.” 

Mauivi Md. NURUL HUQ CHAUDHURY: ” That the demand for 
Rs. 1,60,000 under the head * 22. — General Administration (Trans- 
ferred)’ on account of the salaries of the Ministers, be reduced by 
Rs. 1,30,000.” 

Mauivi Md. NURUL HUQ CHAUDHURY: ” That the demand for 
Rs. 1,60,000 under the head ‘ 22. — General Administration (Trans- 
ferred)’ on account of the salaries of the Ministers, be reduced by 
Rs. 1,20,000.” 

Mauivi Md. NURUL HUQ CHAUDHURY: ” That the demand for 
Rs. 1,60,000 under the head ‘ 22. — General Administration (Trans- 
ferred)’ on account of the salaries of the Ministers, be reduced by 
Rs. 1,10,000.” 
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Maulvi Mtf. NURUL HUQ OHAUDHURYl “ That the demand for 
Rs. 1,60,000 under the head ‘ 22. — General Administration (Trans- 
ferred)’ on account of the salaries of the Ministers, he reduced hy 
Rs. 1,00,000.” 

Maulvi Md. NURUL HUQ CHAUDHURYt ” That the demand for 
Rs. 1,60,000 under the head ‘ 22. — General Administration (Trans- 
ferred)’ on account of the salaries of the Ministers, be reduced ly 
Rs. 97,000.” 

Mauvii Md. NURUL HUQ CHAUOHURY: ” That the demand for 
Rs. 1,60,000 under the head ‘ 22. — General Administration (Trans- 
ferred)’ on account of the salaries of the Ministers, be reduced by 
Rs. 88,000.” 

SHAH 8YED EMOADUL HAQ: ” That the demand for Rs. 1.60,000 
under the head ‘ 22i — General Administration ’ on account of the 
salaries of the Ministers, be reduced by Rs. 76,000 being the full pay 
of the remaining third Minister and part pay of the existing Ministers.” 

. SHAH SYED EMOADUL HAQ: ” That the demand for Rs. 1,60,000 
under the head ‘ 22. — General Administration ’ on account of the 
salaries of the Ministers, be reduced by Rs. 55,006.” 

Mr. J. M. SEN GUPTA: ” That the demand for Rs. 1,60,000 under 
the head ‘ 22. — General Administration (Transferred)’ on accoxint of 
the salaries of the Ministers, be reduced by Re. 1.” 

The Hon'ble Mr. J. DONALD: I move that a sum of Rs. 4,500 be 
granted for expenditure under the head “ 22 — General Administration 
(Transferred)’' on account of the leave allowance of the Registrar, Local 
Self-Government Department. 

The following motions were called but not moved : — 

Mr, D. N. ROY, Mr. «l. M. SEN GUPTA, Maulvi Md. NURUL HUQ 
CHAUDHURY, and Mr, KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY: That the demand 
of Rs. 4,600 for expenditure under the head * 22. — GeneraLAdminis- 
tration (Transferred)' on account of the leave allowance of the Registrar, 
Local Self-Government Department, be refused." . 

Babu KHAGENDRA NATH GANGULY: " That the demand for 
Rs. 4,^600 under tjie head ‘22. — General Administration' for leave 
allowance of the Registrar, Local Self-Government Department, be 
reduced by Rs. 3,600." 

The motion of the Hon'ble Mr. J. Donald was then put and agreed to. 

6 a 
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80. — Scientiflo DepartniMits (Retenrad). 

Tho Hon’bie Mr. T. EMERSON: I move ibat a sum of Es. 1,500 be 
granted for expenditure under the head “ 30. — Scientiic Departments 
(Eeserved)” on account of grant to the Vareudra Eesearch Society. 

The following motion was called but not moved: — 

■ 

Mr. J. M. SEN GUPTA: “ That the demand for Rs. 1,500 under the 
head ‘ 30. — Scientific Departments (Reserved) ' on account of grant 
to the Varendra Research Society, be refused.” 

The motion of the Hon’bie Mr. T. Emerson was then put and agreed 
to. 


31.— Education (Transferred). 

The Hon’bie Mauivi A, K. FAZL-UL HUQ: As the result of the 
division on the question of the Ministers’ salaries it is evident that we 
cannot long continue in office, and it is my duty as the spokesman of the 
departments which have been in my charge that my last act as Minister 
should be to attempt to secure justice for the officers who have served 
the Education and Medichl Departments. I therefore beg to move that 
a sum of Rs. 0,35,400 be granted for expenditure under the head 
‘‘ 31. — Education (Transferred) ” on account of the pay of Inspecting 
Officers of the Education Department. 

I may briefly state that this sum was rejected by the Council on tho 
last occasion and I now submit it for re-consideration and I hope that 
the demand will be granted. 

The following motions were called but not moved : — 

Mr. KIRAN 8ANKAR MY, Mauivi Md. NURUL HUQ 
CHAUDHURY, and Mr. J. M. SEN GUPTA: That the demand of 
Rs. 6,35,400 for expenditure under the head ‘ 31. — Education (Trans- 
ferred)’ on account of the pay of Inspecting Officers of the Education 
Department, be refused.” 

Babu AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA: That the demand of 

Rs. 6,35,400 for expenditure under the head ' 31. — Education (Trans- 
ferred) ' on account of the pay of Inspecting Officers of the Education 
Department, be reduced by Rs. 4,35,400.” 

Babu NALINIRANJAN BARKER, Mauivi Md. NURUL HUQ 
CHAUDHURY, and Babu KHAGENDRA NATH GANGULY: That 
the demand for Rs. 6,36,400 ‘under the head ‘ 31. — Edileation (Trans- 
ferred) ’ oh account of the pay of Inspecting Officers of the Education 
Department, be reduced by Be. 1.” 
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Mr. A. G. BANSMEEt I only want to say one or two words in con- 
nection with this demand. This demand was refused by the Council on 
the last occasion when it was presented before them. Since then peti- 
tions have been received from many members of the Council including a 
number of those who were absent from the division and also from those 
who voted against the reduction of the demand, that the demand should 
be once more subnc^itt^d to the Council. But, Sir, my information in 
this connection is that the interval was spent in activities for the purpose 
of securing these petitions. I do not propose to oppose the motion now. 
I am not going to vote for it either. I only want to hear from the 
Minister in charge whether it is not a fact that a great deal of energy 
was expended for the purpose of securing these petitions from the 
members of the Legislative Council, on behalf of the officers. 

Babu BE JOY KRISHNA BOSE: On the last occasion when this 
demand for grant was made in the Council Babu Monmohan Neogi 
moved an amendment that this grant should be refused and no speeches 
had been made and the grant was refused. After the March session of 
the Council was over, I had occasion to go through the last Quinquennial 
report of the Education Department published under the auspices of the 
Government of Bengal and I have collected facts and figures from that 
report which justify our conduct as on the last oc^casion; but unfortun- 
ately I find the temper of the House now is not such as to consider 
the question on its merits. Therefore I do not like to inflict a speech, 
although I am prepared with facts and figures for my purpose. It is 
useless now to move the House for a division and therefore I am content 
to take m'y seat by repeating that I am against the demand and oppose 
it. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ul Huq was then put 
and agreed to. 

The Hon’ble Maulvi A. K. FAZL-UL HUQ: I beg to withdraw the 
follov^ing motion standing in my name ; — 

That a sum of Rs. 3,17,750 be granted for expenditure under the" 
head ‘ 31. — Education (Transferred) ’ on account of fhe pay of 
inspecting officers of the Education Department.'' 

t 

The motion was then, by leave of the Council, Withdrawn. 

The original demand bnving been withdrawn the following motions 
were not prut: — 

Mr. J. M. SEN GUPTA, Mr. KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY, and Maulvi 
Md. NURULIRUQ CHAUDHURYi *‘Thatthe demand for Rs. 3,17,750 
under the head ‘ 31. — Education (Transferred) f on account of the pay 
of Inspecting Officers of the' Education Department, be refused.” 



74 


DEMANDS FOR GRANTS. 


[26th Al'G. 


Babu AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA:<<That the demand for 
Rs. 3,17,750 under the head ‘ 31.— Education (Transferred) ’ on account 
of the pay of Inspecting Officers of the Education Department, be 
reduced by Rs. 1,17,750.’’ 

Mauivi Md. NURUL HUQ CHAUDHURY and Babu KHACENDRA 
NATH GANGULY: ‘‘ That the demand for Rs. 3,17,750 under the 
head ‘31. — Education (Transferred)’ on account of the pay of Inspecting 
Officers of the Education Department, be reduced by Re. 1.” 

32. — Medical — Medical Establishment. 

The Hon’ble Mauivi A. K. FAZL-UL HUQ: I beg to move that a 
sum of Rs. 5,88,000 be granted for expenditure under the head “ 32. — 
Medical — Medical Establishment. ’ ’ 

The following motions were called but not moved : — 

Mauivi Md. NURUL HUQ CHAUDHURY, Mr. KIRAN 8ANKAR 
ROYp and Mr. J. M. SEN GUPTA: “ That the demand for Rs. 5,88,000 
under the head ‘ 32. — Medical — Medical Establishment,’ be refused.” 

SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: “That the demand for Rs. 5,88,000 
under the head ‘ 32. — Medical — Medical Establishment,’ be reduced by 
Rs.. 2,94,000.” 

Babu KHAGENDRA NATH GANGULY: “That the demand for 
Rs. 5,88,000 under the head ‘ 32. — Medical — Medical Establishment,’ 
be reduced by Rs. 2,00,000.” 

Babu NALINIRANJAN BARKER and Mauivi Md. NURUL HUQ 
CHAUDHURY: “ That the demand for Rs. 5,88,000 under the head 
‘ 32. — Medical — Medical Establishment,” be reduced by Re. 1.” 

The motion of the Hon’ble Mauivi A. K. Fazl-ul Huq was then put 
and agreed to. 

The Hon’ble Mauivi A. K. FAZL-UL HUQ: I beg to withdraw the 
following motion standing in my name : — 

“ That a sum of Rs. 2,88,000 be granted for expenditure under the 
head ‘ 3^. — Medical — Medical Establishment.’ ” 

The motion was then, by leave of the Council, withdrawn. 

The originaL demand having been withdrawn the following motions 
were not put: — 

Mauivi Md. JIURUL HUQ CHAUDHURY, Mr. J. M.«8EN GUPTA, 
and Mr. KIRAN SANKAR ROY: “ That the demand of Rs. 2,88,000 
under the head ‘ 32. — Medical — Medical Establishment,’ be refused.” 
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■abtt KHAGENDRA NATH CANCULYl "That the demand tor 
Rs. 2,88; 000 under the head ‘ 32. — Medical — Medical Establishment,’ 
be reduced by Rs. 88,000.” 

Mauivi Md. NURUL HUQ CHAUDHURY: ” That the demand for 
Rs. 2,88,000 under the head ‘32. — Medical — Medical Establishment,’ 
be reduced by Re. 1.” 

25. — Jails and Convict Settlements. 

The Hon'ble Mr. J. DONALD: 1 beg to withdraw the following 
motion standing in my name: — 

” That a sum of Rs. 1,99,230 be granted for expenditure under the 
head ‘ 25. — Jails and Convict Settlements * on account of the pay of 
Superintendents and Deputy Superintendents of Jails.'* 

The motion was then, by leave of the Council, withdrawn. 

The original demand having been withdrawn the following motions 
were not put : — 

Mr. D. N. ROYp Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURIi Mra J. M. 
SEN GUPTA, Mr, KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY, Mauivi Md. NURUL 
HUQ CHAUDHURY, and Babu AKHIL CHANDRA DATTAs That 
the demand for Rs. 1,99,230 for expenditure under the head * 26. — 
Jails and Convict Settlements ' on account of the pay of Superintendents 
and Deputy Superintendents of Jails, be refused." 

Babu KHAGENDRA NATH GANGULY: That the demand for 
Rs. 1,99,230 under the head ‘ 25. — Jails and Convict Settlements ' on 
account of the pay of Superintendents and Deputy Superintendents of 
Jails, be reduced by Rs. 1,20,000." 


26.— Police. 


The Hon’ble Mr. J. DONALD; I beg to withdraw the following 
motion standing in my name : — 

** That a sum of Rs. 2,706 be granted for expenditure under the 
head ‘ 26. — Police — Presidency Police — Hospital Charges ' for the pay of 
the Reserve Assistant and Sub- Assistant Surgeons." 

The motion was then, by le^ve of the Council, withdrawn. 

The original demand having been withdrawn the following tnotiohs 
were not put j— 

Mr. J. M. SEN GUPTA, Mr. KIRAN SANKAR ROY, and Mauivi 
Md. NURUL HUQ CHAUDHURY; That the demand for Rs. 2,706 
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under the head ‘ 26. — Police— Presidency PoKce— Hospital Charges ' 
for the pay of the Reserve Assistant and Sub-Assistant Surgeons, be 
refused/^ 

Babu KHACENDRA NATH dANCULY: That the demand for 
Rs. 2,706 under the head ' 26. — Police — Presidency Police — Hospital 
Charges * for the pay of the Reserve Assistant and Sub-Assistant 
Surgeons, be reduced by Rs. 2,500/’ 

The following motion standing in the name of the Hon’ble Mr. J, 
Donald was, by leave of the Council, withdrawn : — 

** That a sum of Rs. 5,292 be granted for expenditure under the head 
* 26. — Police — District I’olice — Hospital Charges ’ for the pay of the 
Reserve Assistant and Sub-Assistant Surgeons.” 

The original demand having been withdrawn the following motions 
were not put : — 

Mauivi Md. NURUL HUQ CHAUDHURY, Mr. J. M. SEN GUPTA, 
and Mr. KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY: ‘‘That the demand for Rs. 5,292 
under the head ‘ 26. — Police — District Police — Hospital Charges ’ for 
the pay of the R4eserve Assistant and Sub-Assistant Surgeons, be 
refused.” 

Babu KHACENDRA NATH GANGULY: ‘‘That the demand for 
Rs. 5,292 under the head ‘ 26. — Police — District Police — Hospital 
Charges ' for the pay of the Reserve Assistant and Sub- Assistant 
Surgeons, be reduced by Rs. 5,000.” 

32. — Medical. 

The following motion was, by leave of the Council, withdrawn: — 

The Hon’ble Mauivi A. K. FAZL-UL HUQ to move that a sum of 
Rs. 35,640 be granted for expenditure under the head “ 32. — Medical — 
Medical Establishment ” for the pay of Assistant and Sub- Assistant 
Surgeons appointed at certain district headquarters stations and of 
allowances of Military Medical OflScers in charge of the Civil Stations 
at Barrackpore and Dum Dum. 

The original demand having been withdrawn the following motions 
were not put : — 

Mr. J. M. SEN GUPTA, Mr. KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY, and Mauivi 
Md. NURUL HUQ CHAUDHURY: “ That the demand for Rs. 35,640 
under the head ‘ 32. — Medical — Medical Establishment ’ for the pay of 
Assistant and Sub-Assistant Surgeons appointed at., certain district 
headquarters stations and of allowances of Military Medical Officers 
in charge of the Civil Stations at Barrackpore and Dum Dum, be 
refused.” 
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BAo KHAGENDRA NATH GANGULY: That the demand for 
Rs- 35,640 under the head ‘ 32. — Medical Establishment ' for the pay 
of Assistant and Sub-Assistant Surgeons appointed at certain district 
headquarters stations and of allowances of Military Medical Officers in 
charge of the Civil Stations at Barrackpore and Dum Dum, be reduced 
by Rs. 20,000.’’ 

The following motion standing in the name of the Hon’ble Maulvi 
A. K. Fazhul Huq was, by leave of the Council, withdrawn: — 

“ That a sum of Rs. 10,600 be granted for expenditure under the 
head * 32. — Medical — Medical Establishment ’ for the free supply of 
medicines to Government servants outside Calcutta.” 

The original demand having been withdrawn the following motion 
was not put : — 

8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ, Mr. J. M. 8EN GUPTA, 
Mr. KIRAN 8ANKAR ROYp and Maulvi Md. NURUL HUQ GHAU- 
DHURY: That the demand for Rs. 10,600 under the head ^32. — 

Medical — Medical Establishment ’ for the fiee supply of medicines to 
Government servants outside Calcutta, be refused.” 

The following motion standing in the name of the Hon’ble Maulvi 
A. K. Fazl-ul Huq was, by leave of the Council withdrawn : — 

“ That a sum of Rs. 40,230 be granted for expenditure under the 
head ‘ 32. — Medical — ^Hospital and Dispensaries ’ for the pay of Reserve 
Assistant and Sub- Assistant Surgeons.” 

The oj*iginal demand having been withdrawn the following motion 
was not put : — 

Mairivi Md. NURUL HUQ CHAUDHURY, Mr. KIRAN 8ANKAR 
ROY, and Mr. M. 8EN GUPTA: That the demand for Rs. 40,230 
under the head ‘ 32. — ^Medical Hospitals and Dispensaries ’ for the pay 
of Reserve Assistant and Sub- Assistant Surgeons, be refused.” 

The following motion standing in the name of the Hon’ble Maulvi 
A. K. Fazl-ul Huq was, by leave of the Council, withdrawn: — 

** That a sum of Rs. 23,698 be granted for expenditure under ^he 
head * 32. — Medical — Medical Schools and Colleges ’ on account of the 
pay of Reserve Assistant and Sub- Assistant Surgeons.” 

The original demand having been withdrawn the following motion 
was not put : — 

Mr. 4 , M. SEN GUPTA, Mr. KIRAN SANKAR ROY, and Maulvi 
Md. NURUL HUD CHAUOHURY: “ That the demand for Bs. 23,598 
under the head ' 32. — ^Medical — Medical Schools and Colleges ’ on 
account of the pay of Beserre Assistant and ^ub- Assistant Surgeons, be 
refused.” 
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The following motion standing in the name of the Hon’ble Manlvi 
A. K. Fazl-ul Huq was, by leave of the Council, withdrawn: — 

That a su^hi of Rs. 756 be granted for expenditure under the head 
^ 32. — Medical — Lunatic Asylum * on account of the pay of Reserve 
Assistant and Sub-Aasistant Surgeons.’’ 

The original demand having been withdrawn the following motion 
was not put: — 

Mr. KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY, Maulvi Md. NURUL HUQ 
OHAUDHURY, and Mr. J. M. SEN GUPTA: That the demand for 
Rs. 756 under the head * 32. — Medical — Lunatic Asylum ’ on account 
of the pay of Reserve Assistant and Sub-Assistant Surgeons, be 
refused.” 

The following motion standing in the name of the Hon’ble Maulvi 
A. K. Fazl-ul Huq was'^ by leave of the Council, withdrawh : — 

” That a sum of Rs. 1,950 be granted for expenditure under the 
head ‘ 32. — Medical — Chemical Examiner ’ on account of the pay of 
Reserve Assistant and Sub-Assistant Surgeons.” 

The original demand having been withdrawn^ the following motion 
was not put; — 

Babu KHACENDRA NATH GANGULY, Maulvi Md. NURUL HUQ 
GHAUGHURY, Mr. KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY, and Mr. J. M. SEN 
GUPTA: That the demand for Rs. 1,950 under the head ‘ 32. — 

Medical — Chemical Examiner ’ on account of the pay of the Reserve 
Assistant and Sub- Assistant Surgeons, be refused.” 


31.— Education (Transferred). 

The Hon’ble Maulvi A. K. FAZL-UL HUQ: I move that a sum of 
Rs! 2,30,000 be granted for expenditure under the head ” 31. — Educa- 
tion (Transferred) ” to meet the deficit of the Calcutta University. 

The following motion standing in the name of Mr. J. M. Sen Gupta 
was called but not moved: — 

** That the demand foB Rs. 2,30,000 under the head ‘ 31. -^Educa- 
tion (Transferred)’ to meet the deficit of the Calcutta TJnitersity. be 
refused.” 

The motion of the Hon’ble Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ul Huq was then put 
and agreed to. 
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33.^iiMio HeMh (Transftrretf). 

The Hon'ble Hadji Mr. A. K. ABU AHM^^lD KHAN CHUZNAVi: 

I move that a sum of Rs. 50,0t)0 be voted under the head “ .33. — ^Public 
Health ” to assist in the formation of village anti-malarial societies on 
a co-operative basis. 

Mr. D. R. ROY: I move that the demand for Rs. 50,000 under the 
head “ 33. — Public Health ** to assist in the formation of village anti- 
malarial societies on a co-operative basis, be refused.’^ 

Mr. A. C. BANERJEE: In the printed memorandum circulated over 
the signature of Mr. Goode, we find the following sentence in the 
middle of the second paragraph: The primary aim of each village 
society is the eradication or amelioration of malaria.’’ I should like to 
know what is meant by the words “ amelioration of malaria.” Is it the 
idea of the Secretary that Mr. Malaria should prosper? I fail to 
understand. 

Mr. 8. W. GOODE; Or a point of personal explanation, Sir, I 
think I am to blame for it. 

Mr. A. C. BANERJEE: I am pained to find that they do not say 
what they mean and do not mean what they say. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; Human beings are liable to err, Mr. Baiierjee* 
Sometimes members of Council also err, and members of the Bar also. 

Mr. A. C. BANERJEE. But not the Heaven-born members of the 
Indian Civil Service, Sir. 

Babu DEBI PR08AD KHAITAN: Mr. Banerjee is entitled to some 
humour also. 

Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: The present item is one, Sir, which 1 
consider to be an absolute waste of money. There are very few co-. 
operative associations at the present moment in Bengal and those that 
are in existence pr.actically do very little work. The central co-operative 
anti-malarial society which is the only organisation in Bengal, attempt- 
ing to work on co-operative lines, had to give up its co-operative 
method in its anti-kala-azaf projects and had to resort to free treats 
ment. The obvious reason for this is that the people of Bengal are 
too poor to be able to subscribe anything to such projects. There are 
28 districts in Bengal but this society carries on its operations only 
in 10 districts of which the districts of Faridpur, Malda and Bankura 
have 6nly one centre; Jessore, Nadia and Ehulna have only three small 
centres; So, practically the work is confined to the 24-Pargaaas, 
Howrah, Hooghly, and Burdwan. The district of Jalpaiguri, Dinaj- 
pur, Rajshahi, Bogra, Tippera, Mymensingh and Chittagong, whore 
malaria is most rampant, are not attended to. 
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As regards the membership, the membership of the biggest centre, 
Sainpalla, is only 100. Next comes Harinab with 70 members, but 
many associations have only 10 to 15 members. Taking 50 to be a 
fair average, this measure can be useful "to only about 6,000 souls while 
the mortality index of the province is nearly 12 lakhs. 

The non-co-operative free ti'eatment centres such as those established 
by the Bengal Health Association at their Bishnupur centre have, say 
as many as 400 to 500 patients; and it is so only for this reason, that the 
people have not to pay anything for being cured. And therefore 
I should like to oppose this demand for grant. 

The motion of Mr. D. N Roy was then put and lost. 

The following motion standing in the name of Babu Naliniranjan 
Sarker was called but not moved : — 

That the demand for Rs. 50,000 under the head ‘ 33. — Public 
Health (Transferred)’ to assist in the formation of village anti-malarial 
societies on a co-operative basis, be reduced by Re. 1.” 

The motion of the TIon’ble Hadji Mr. A. K. Abu Ahmed lUiUii 
Ghuznavi was then put and agreed to. 


37. — Miscellaneous Departments. 

The Hon’ble Mr. T. EMERSON. I move that a sum of Rs. 10,00(J be 
voted under the head 37. — Miscellaneous Departments ” for expendi- 
ture in connection with the British Empire Exhibition. 

SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ moved that the demand for 
Rs. 10,000 under the head “ 37.— Miscellaneous Departments ” for 
expenditure in connection with the British Empire Exhibition, be 
refused.. 

He spoke in the vernacular in support of his motion. 

Babu MANMATHA NATH ROY: I beg to support the motion of 
Shah Syed Emdadul Haq. 

In doing so I must express my strongest conviction that the tax- 
payers do not and will not derive from this exhibition any benefit by 
this contribution and that it is a sheer waste of public money. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: I move the same motion 
on the same old ground on which I proposed the rejection of similar 
demands in the past, that is, mainly on the gi’ound that so long as the 
Kenya decision is not reversed and so long as there is no equality of 
s^tus amongst the citizens of the British Empire we have no business 
to associate ourselves with the Empire Exhibition. Our self-respect 
demands, that we should dissociate ourselves f^m the Empire Exhibi- 
tion. Segregation at one place and association at another go ill 
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together" and I believe that nothing, not even the postponement of the 
Kenya Ordinances, can induce us to take part in the British Empire 
Exhibition. It is not consistent with the self-respect of the nation, and 
our national self-respect demands that we should throw out this dmaand 
altogether. 

Dr« -PRAMATHANATH BANERilEA: Sir, this demand seems to me 
to be a perpetual one. Last* year, we granted quite a large sum of 
money for the British Empire Exhibition. Then we granted a certain 
sum of money as a supplementary grant. This year in the budget we 
passed several grants under several heads — under the head Miscella- 
neous,” under “ Industries,” and under ” Expenditure in England.” 
And now we are again called upon to make a further grant. I do not 
know when these demands are going to cease. 

I oppose the present demand on both economic and political grounds. 
Economically, India is not likely to gain anything from the British 
Empire Exhibition. India wants a large field for her exports, and s^he 
does not want her choice of imports to be limited. But the idea behind 
this Exhibition. is that the British Empire should be self-sufficing. We 
do not stand to gain anything by that, and therefore I oppose the 
demand. 

Under the present circumstances any inter-Imperial economic 
arrangement is bound to perpetuate our economic subjection. 

I object also to this demand on political grounds. We are asked to 
support the Empire. But whoso Empire is this we are called upon to 
support? And what is our position in the Empire? Is it one of honour 
and dignity, or of shame and humiliation? We are often told that we 
are citizens of the Empire. I will quote the opinion of a Colonial 
paper which says : — 

In mind, and in hia habits of life, and in evory elomont of social and political aimt 
the Indian is incurably an alien from the iirmly baued and hopefully developing civiliza- 
tion of Africa, whether in the Union or elsewhere. t 

This is our position, — we are hopeless aliens in the Ei#pire. ' And v^hat 
is our crime? Our crime is that of colour. The colour question has 
a history behind it. For a long time we had been told that we were 
blacks. But when the great European war commenced, our colour 
suddenly changed, and we were told on the highest authority that our 
colour was not blaek but sun-dried brown. With the Cessation of 
histilities our colour has changed and to-day we are once more black, 
as black as ever, if not blacker than before. Our national self-respect 
demands that weehould refuse this demand. 

Mr« C« 8. DIITT* On behalf of the Hon’ble Minister in charge of 
the Department of Agriculture and Industries I should like tolexplain 
the pbject of this demand, although it has been moved by tSbe Hon’bie 
Finance Member. 1 i^ll only say a few words. 



82 


DEMANDS FOR GRANTS. 


[26th Aua- 


Two objections have been taken, one on political grounds and the 
other on economic grounds. With regard to the political ground, 
namely, as to whether the national self-respect of India is consistent 
with the participation of India in the British Empire Exhibition, 

I have to say very little. This matter was debated threadbare in this 
Council when the question of Bengal’s participation in fhe Exhibition 
was first approved* in March last and the Council then decide that 
Bengal should participate. It would therefore be inconsistent with the 
dignity of Bengal to make that participation anything but worthy of 
Bengal. Therefore, on political grounds, I think this Council should 
support the participation. 

Secondly, on economic grounds, with great respect to Dr. Pramatha- 
nath Banerjea whose knowledge of economics is above question, I say 
this that Bengal’s participation in the exhibition will not go in vain, 
as our manufacturers are getting good advertisement in the world’s 
market. 

They are securing a larger market, and this very demand shows that 
they are getting a larger market. I shall just explain why we want this 
money. The manufactures are being sold out so rapidly that the Com- 
missioner for Bengal and the Registrar of Co-operative Societies con- 
stantly require funds to replace the goods that are being sold out rapidly 
and it is for that reason that money is wanted to purchase the manufac- 
tured articles and replenish the stocks sold; this is the justification for 
this demand. This money is required to send more manufactures to be 
sold there. This money is merely an advance which will be adjusted 
when the sale proceeds are credited under the proper heads. Therefore 
I have no doubt that my friend will think it over and allow this very 
small sum in view of its economic importance to Bengal. 

The motion of Shah Syed Emdadul Haq was then put and a division 
taken with the following result: — ' ^ 


AYES. 


Ahamad, Maulvl Aislmuitdln. 

A4iiiitd, Maulvl Tayebuddin. 

Ahmed, Maulvl Zannoor. 

All, Maulvl Sayyed Sultan. 

Bagohl, Babu Homes Chandra. 
Bakth, Maulvl Kader. 

Banerjea, Dr. Pramathanath. 
Banerjee, Babu Satya Kls^iore. 
Banerjee, Mr. A. C. 

Baeu, Babu Sarat Chandra. 

Bose, Babu Bejoy Krishna. 
Chakravartl, Mr. Byomkes. 
ChakrsvortI, Babu Jogindra Chandra. 
ChaMravorty, Babu Sudarsan. 
Chatterjee, Babu limes Chandra. 
Chaudhurl, Rfal Harendranath. 


Chaudhury, Maulvl Md. Nurul Hug. 
Chaudhury, Maulvl Salyed Abdur IfOb. 
Chunder, Mr. NIrmal Chandra. 

Das, CRT. Mohinl Mohon. 

Das, Mr. C. R. ^ 

Das Gupta, Dr. 4. M. 

Datta, Babu Akhll Chandra. 

Day, Babu Boroda Prosad. 

Cafur, Maulvl Abdul. / 

Ganguly, Babu Khagenfipa Nath. 
Haidar, Mr. S. N. 

Haq, Shah Syed Emdadul. 

Hoque, Maulvl Sayedal. 

Hossain, Maulvl Wilpid. 

Joardar, Maulvl Aftab Hossain. 

Khan, Babu Dabendra Lai. 
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Kuan. lUMiivi MMUir hbmIiMU 
Khan* Mauhrl Amaiiat. 

KtiaiH ilaalwl Mahl Oddln. 
Matammatf, Mauhrl iatar. 
Maltyt Babu MaliMMira Nath. 
•lltt>a, Babu doiffitfra Nath, 
Mltra. Babb iatytndra Chandra. 
MUfctrjaa, Babu Taraknatb. 
Natkar, Babu Ham Chandra. 
NcQal» Babu Maamahan. 
Quadtr. Maulvl Ahdul. 

BaHittl, Mr. Pratanna Obb. 

Ray* Babu Ahanlth Chandra. 
Ray, Babu Millbaran. 

Ray, Babu Curandra Nath. 
Ray, or. Kumud tankar. 

Ray, Kumar ihib Jlhakharttwar. 


Ray, Bdbu Manmatha Nath. 

Ray, Babu lataawrlpatt. 

Ray, pr, Bldban Chandra. 

Ray, Mr. O. N. . 

Ray, Mr. KIrah Cankar. 

Ray Chaudhuri, Rbl Bahadur Catyandra 
Nath. 

Sarkar, Babu Hamanta Kumar. 

•arkar, Maulvl Allah Bukth. 

Sarkar, Babu Nalhilranjan. 

•atmal, Mr. B. N. 

San, Mr. N. 0. 

San Gupta, Mr. J. M. 

Suhrawardy, Or. A. 

Suhrawardy, Mr. H. S. 

Tarafdar, Maulvl RaJIb Uddin. 

Vatin, Maulvl Muhammad. 


NOBS. 


Addama-Wllllama, Mr. C. 

May, fer. S. Mahbaob. 

Band, Mr. R. N. 

Banarjaa, Ral Bahadur Milnaah Chandra. 
Barma, Rai Sahib Panohanan. 

Barton, Mr. H. 

Baau, Babu Jatlndra Nath. 

Caray, Sir Willoughby. 

Chourdhury, Maulvl Faalal Karim. 

Cohan, Mr. 0. J. 

Coopar, Mr. C. G. 

Corcoran, Mr. B. J. 

Curria, Mr. W. C. 

Daa, Babu Charu Chandra. 

Day, Mr. G. G. 

Donald, tha Hon’bla Mir. o. 

Data, Ral Bahadur Pyarl Lai. 

Dutt. Mr. G. S. 

Eddia, Mr. B. E. d. 

Emaraon, tha Hon’bla Mr^. T. 

Faroqui, Khan Bahadur K. G. M. 

Forraatar, Mr. d. Campbell. 

Ghuanavl, tha Hon’bla Hadji Mr. B. K. Bbu 
Ahhiad Khan. 

Godfrey, Sir Gaorga. 

Goonka, Babu Badridaa, 

Goada, Mr. S. W. 

Gordon, Nr. A. a 


Heard, Major General R. 

Huq, tha Hon’bla Maulvl A. K. Fail*uL 
damaa, Mr. F. E. 
damaaon, Mr. A. K. 

Law, Raja ROahaa Caaa. 

Liddell, Mr. H. C. 

Marr, Mr. A. 

Maalh, Mr. Syad M. 

Mittar, Sir Provaah Chundar. 

Mobarly, Mr. A. N. 

Moreno, Dr. H. W. B. 

Morgan, Mr. 0. 

Mukarjl, Mr. S. C. 

Nailmuddin, Khaja. 

Oaten, Mr. E. F. 

Pahlowan, Maulvl Md. Abdul dubbar. 
Phalpa, Mr. T. d^ 

Philip, Mr. d. Y. 

Rahim, tha Hon’bla Sir AbdHir*. 

Ray, Babu Nagandra Narayan. 

Ray, tha Hon’bla Maharaja Bahadur 
Kthsunlah Chandra. 

Roy, Mr. S. N. 

Skinner, Mr. S. A. 

Swan, Mr. d. A. L. 

Travers, Mr. W. L. 

Vllllars, Mr. Edward. 

Woodhaad, Mr. d. A. 


The Ayes being 66 and the Noes 64, the motion was carried. 


The motion of the Hon’ble Mr. T. Emerson was not put as it wa» 
covered by the foregoing decision of the Council. 


41._Civil Worics. 

The Hon*ble lluji Mr. A. K. ASU AHMED KHAN GHUZNAVIr 

I beg^ to xhove that a sum Bs. 4,66,472 be granted for expen^ltij^o 
under the head ** 4lJ~Civil Works ” for the Calcutta Police Builditi^'' 
Scheme. 
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The Hon’ble Member in charge of the Police Department will explaijti 
the reasons for the demand. 

[At this stage the Council adjourned for 15 minutes.] 

[After the adjournment.] , 

The Hen’ble Mft J. DONALD: This motion refers to the housing 
accommodation of the police in Calcutta. At the present moment we 
have the police accommodated in rented houses, and at the pi^sent' time 
in Calcutta and the suburbs we are paying rent of about 4J lakhs a year 
for all our officers and men. That is the position and it is becoming 
worse eveiT year, because having no Rent Act every time the lease 
of a house expires, up goes the rent, and if the rent is going to increase 
in this way, police expenditure is going to increase yearly in proportion. 
From the point of view of economy alone it would be much better if 
we had our own buildings. 

In this scheme we are dealing only with Calcutta, inside the Calcutta 
area itself, leaving the suburbs which will fonn a separate issue later 
on. Meanwhile we are dealing with the inner urban area. We circulated 
an elaborate memorandum in July which was circulated again 
the other day in which this scheme was explained in detail. The 
buildings which we have rented are very unsuitable, and in 
some places, very unhealthy and with insufficient accommodation. 
Another object of the scheme is to concentrate the forces ; in many cases, 
at present, we find the force most inconveniently scattered and diffi- 
cult to be called out at any time. For instance, in Shampukur the 
police-station is described as very unhealthy, unsuitable and with 
insufficient accommodation.’’ “ Two officers’ families in succession 
got phthisis.” The Jorasanko police-station is “ unsuitable as there 
is no accommodation for constablas.” This scheme is intended to 
provide suitable buildings which will be our own property and by that 
aiTangement we will save money in rents. Working on the capital 
cost of the buildings, we are at present paying more than 10 per cent, in 
rent. It was recognised in the last budget debate, in fact, I think it was 
stated on the motion of Kumar Rhib Shekhareswar Ray that it would 
be a saving if we had our own buildings. The scheme put before the 
Council amounts to roughly 16J lakhs; we propose to have 15 buildings 
in all, which will effect a saving of about Rs. 1,44,000,* the rents at pre- 
sent amount to Rs. 1,50,000 per annum. In the memorandum circulated, 
it was shown how easy it would be to effect a slaving if we have our own 
buildings. On the top of this, if we place the natural tendency of the 
landlord to increase the rent every time he gets a chance, I think the 
Council will recognise that it is a good proposition. 

The next question is how we should carry out the scheme. There 
are two ways : the first that naturally comes to the minds of men who 
have been doing public work is to borrow the money and put up the 
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buildings. By borrowing tbe money the amount saved in rent would 
pay for the loan. That is not my opinion as to the best method of financ- 
ing the scheme; it may be a very good way erf working in some resi^ects, 
but I do not believe myself in spending borrowed money on what is a 
non-productive work. If we have money available, why not use it 
and avoid borrowing P It will be cheaper in the end. I told 
the Council last February during the budget discussion that out of our 
balances we had earmarked 14 lakhs towards this scheme. We have 
got 14 lakhs; we could provide that money from our balances, 
and if we did that, we could at once set free the amount of rent we are 
now paying, and those who have read the memorandum will see, that 
if we can put up these buildings from cnir balances, ,we shall be able 
to place at the disposal of the transferred departments IJ lakhs of 
rupees annually for expenditure that the transferred departments may 
decide upon. The difference between a loan and the utilisation of 
money in our hands may' be illustrated in the following way. I have at 
my credit somewhere about half a lakh of rupees for which I am getting 
no interest*; I am living in a very bad house and paying very heavy rent ; 
the landlord wants to increase that rent. I do not like this, and I think 
it would be better for me if I built a house for myself and saved the 
money which I pay in rent. I have also a dispensary which I am maih- 
taimng. It requires more money t*o keep it going. But my income is 
limited and I cannot afford to contribute any more towards its annual 
upkeep. T could do so if I were relieved of the charges for rent for the 
house I am occupying. If I borrow money to build my house the money 
I am paying in rent will have to go towards paying interest? and repaying 
the loan. This then leaves me unable to give further assistance to the 
dispensary. But if I utilise part of my Rs. 60,000 towards building, I 
am relieved of the payment of rent and I can utilise that sum towards 
my dispensary. That is the position I put before the Council in regard 
to the loan. If we get our buildings out erf our balances, which do not 
bring in any interest, we can utilise the Bs. IJ lakhs in improving dis- 
pensaries, waterways, or whatever may be the needs of the transferred 
departments. For that reason I prefer drawing on our balances. 
It may be said in that connection that we should utilise the balances 
for the needs of the transferred departments. My answer to 
that is that the transferred departments require money of a recurring 
character, they want money which they can spend from year to year. 
Until we get more recurring money for the transferred departments, 
we cannot expect to get any improvements. For that reason I prefer to 
utilise the balance^ in order to find recurring money for the transferred 
departments. Ae I have said, it is economical and worth while to save 
money on this. There is another point. If we borrow we have to do 
so at a high' rate of interest these days ; but we can carry out the scheme 
much cheaper by utilising the balances. I may repeat that the buildings 
in which the police are located are very unsuitable, the force is scattered. 

7 
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discipline cannot be maintain^ properly. One great advantage we 
have' at the present moment is that we can push forward with tJhe 
scheme, as we can get assistance from the Improvement Trust — ^they are 
offering us open lands for thd various thanas on which we can now build 
at a much cheaj>er rate than put up buildings latter on at much greater 
expense. 

Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY; I move that the demand 
for Bs. 4,65,472 under the he&d ‘‘41. — Civil Works’' for the Calcutta 
Police Building Scheme, be refused. 

In moving my amendment I invite the House to judge it on its 
merits alone and not to make it a party question. I hope that members 
have carefully gone through the cleverly written statement which has 
been circulated to us by the Political Department. I am also glad 
that the Hon’ble Mr. Donald has taken trouble to explain the scheme 
just now. Permit me. Sir, first of all to express my admiration of the 
most skilful ingenuity displayed by our ex-Finance Member, who is 
now in charge of the police, in presenting the financial aspect of the 
scheme. I frankly admit. Sir, that by his alluring proposals of placing 
Bs. 1,25,000 at the disposal of the transferred departments from next 
year, he has almost succeeded in diverting the attention of the unsophisti- 
cated members from the most shameful breaches — if I may be permitted 
to say — of promise which the scheme involves. And Sir, as an example 
of playing the generous while perpetuating a grave act of injustice on 
the tax-payers of Bengal, it is hard to beat his scheme. 

Now Sir, what are the facts? No one disputes that the police force 
18 housed in insanitary buildings and that at a huge recurring cost 
in rents, etc., not only in Calcutta but throughout Bengal. It was 
, therefore proposed at one time, if I remember aright, to go in for a 
loan of about a crore of rupees and solve the housing problem once 
for all. Authorities, beginning from the head of the administration, 
have repeatedly advocated the loan policy; and even so late as during 
the last budget debate the then Member in charge, in reply to a protest 
against spending huge amounts from current revenues on police build- 
ings, had assured the House that he would soon submit a proposal for 
-a loan for this purpose. But in spite of these assurances the Govern- 
ment have annually spent lakhs and lakhs of rupees from the current 
revenue on the police housing scheme. Even when strict economy was 
observed in all departmental expenses, when the transferred depart- 
ments were almost made to starve for want of funds, we were made to 
vote huge amounts for police buildings annually. Now, on the ^op 
of these we are asked to utilise our balance for more police buildings — 
a balance, which let me submit, Sir, has been accumulated mostly by 
cutting down the grants of the transferred departments. I ask. Sir, is 
this fair? Is this just? Sir, when new taxations were imposed on 
us, we were given to understand with all the eloquence of Sir Surendra 
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Nath Banerjea, with all the sweet reasonableness of Sir P. C. Mitter 
and with all the dialectic ingenuity of Sir John Eerr that all surplus 
income accruing from the taxes after meeting the unavoidable current 
expenditure, would be made available for the expansion of the activities 
of the transferred departments by providing a sinking fund for loans 
that were to be incurred for the purpose. Where are those promises 
nowP What do we find in their steao? — a proposal to eat up the 
balance by constructing more police buildings. The consistency of an 
ofiScialised Government is really marvellous ! Sir, from the statements 
made in the note supplied to us, I find that the scheme involves an 
expenditure of about Rs. 14 lakhs, which it is alleged would result 
in an annual saving of about Rs. 1^ lakhs. It is said, Sir, that if we 
were to raise a loan for the amount, we would not get the benefit of 
the saving for 30 years. I admit. Sir, that I entirely fail to under- 
stand the meaning of this statement. Is it meant that the repayment 
of a loan of Rs. 14 lakhs, spread over 30 years, would cost us Rs. 45 
lakhs! It appears to be absurd on the face of it; we who are not 
financial prodigies, would be much obliged to the Hon^ble Member if 
he would kindly explain to the House his basis of calculation. But 
whatever might be the system of repayment, there are at least no two 
opinions about the fact that the saving of the polic^e department in the 
matter of rents would be sufficient to repay the loan. In the circum- 
stances, my position is this that the Government has no justification 
to go back upon its promise regarding the utilisation of the balance 
which has been accumulated as a result of taxation as also of a ruthless 
retrenchment in the transferred departments. If the words of former 
Members and Ministers were worth anything, the entire balance should 
be, made available for the transferred departments. If the fine sense of 
economies of the Finance cum Political Member stands in the way of 
utilising this in any expenditure of a recurring nature, I maintain 
that there are lots of work of a non-recurring type in the transferred 
departments to which this balance should be applied at once. As for 
example, grants for digging tanks and sinking wells in localities 
where there is an urgent necessity of such works should be treated as 
non-recurring expenditure and this balance should be made available 
for this purpose at once. 

In conclusion. Sir, I would beg of the House not to be lured oy 
the bait of Rs. 1,25,000 to be paid from the balance to the transferred 
departments for two years for the entire balance really belongs to the 
transferred departments. As for schemes requiring recurring expendi-t 
ture, I might point out to the House that the transferred departments 
are as much entitled to draw upon the current revenue as the reserved 
departments provided we have strong Ministers, and if. expansion be 
possible in the reserved side, it would be equally possible in the trans- 
ferred side even without entering into a dishonourable bargain— I should 
say on the matter as suggested in the present scheme.’ 1 oppose the 

Ta 



88 - FOB GBAIftS. [26th Atrj. 

demaud aud request the House not to make a party question of it but 
to throw it Qut on account of the iinfaimess and injustice that this 
diversion of the balances would entail on the natron-building 
departments. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: After the elaborate 
criticism of my friend, Kumar Shib Shekhareswar Ray, of the proposed 
police building scheme, I propose to be as brief as possible in my 
remarks. Full ten pages of foolscap, Sir, have been devoted to make out 
a case for the expenditure of 17^ lakhs of rupees for these buildings 
from the provincial surplus. What has necessitated such a long 
memorandum and an equally long speech from the Hon'ble Member in 
charge of the Police Department? It is perhaps known to some old 
members of this Council that sometime back after the publication of the 
report of the Retrenchment Committee, Government — I mean the then 
Member in charge of the Police Department — assured this House that 
the police buildings would be financed out of a big loan project. But 
the Government now sees that it is invidious to start loans simply for 
expenditure in the reserved departments and therefore an apparently 
strong case has got to be made out for expenditure out of the revenue 
account. The long and short of the whole memorandum is that 
if Ra. 17^ lakhs be spent on police buildings, the saving effected would 
come up to Rs. 1^ lakhs. I think the Hon’ble Member in charge of the 
Police Department has erred in estimating the savings, for nowhere in 
the memorandum it is said how these buildings after completion will be 
maintained and what will be the maintenance charges; and if the 
maintenance charges are deducted from the estimated savings I think 
the real saving cannot be more than the yield of Rs. 17^ lakhs at .6 per 
cent. Why then do not resort to loans : why then go back upon the 
assurance? — that is the first question and the Hon^ble Member now in 
charge of the Police Department has got to explain that. 

Then, Sir, much has been made of the argument that it is not sound 
policy to resort to loans on works if they can be financed from ordinary 
revenue. The whole drift of the note is» that this expenditure will be 
on non-productive works but will yield us a saving of Rs. lakhs. We 
therefore see. Sir, that money spent on brick and mortar for the Police 
Department is productive, while money spent on brick and mortar, say, 
for the Education Department — for the transferred departments — will 
be unproductive. If the Rs, 17^ lakhs had gone to the Education 
Department as building grants, how many schools and colleges would 
have been benefited thereby? I ask the members of Council to answer 
that? If the Rs. 17 J lakhs had gone to the Public Health Department, 
for anti-malarial projects, that would have added to the strength, 
health and efficiency of the people, I do not know if that has to be 
ignored and only tlie health and efficiency of the police furthered. 
Then, the Hon^ble Mr. Donald has held out a bait, vis., that the saving 
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of Bs* laklts would be placed at the disposal of the transferred depart- 
ments. But for how long this will be doneP The note says that this, 
provision will be repeated for two years more. But why not propose tc; 
finance all the police buildings by a loan of Rs. 17^ lakhs when a loan 
can very well be raised, and give.Rs. 17^ lakhs to the transferred depart- 
ments as a promise made by the Government that the transferred depart- 
ments would be benefited by the surplus if it ever accrued ? It is a pity 
that after years of deficit budget the moment the Government has got a 
surplus, it is going to spend the surplus for the Police Department — a 
surplus which has accrued out of balances of three new taxes which were 
imposed upon the people of this province and a surplus which is illusory,, 
as the Hon'ble Mr. Donald knows, in view of the temporary remission 
of the provincial contribution by the Government of India. I hope. 
Sir that the Council will take all these facts into consideration before 
sanctioning this expenditure of Rs. 17i lakhs out of the provincial 
balances for expenditure on brick and mortar for the Police Depart- 
ment. 

Dr. PRAMATHANATH BANERJEA: Sir, I beg to move the motion 
which stands against my name; and in doing so, I will add only a few 
words to what has been said by my friends Kumar Shib Shekhareswar 
Ray and Rai HarendranatE Chaudhuri. I strongly condemn tEe policy 
of frittering away the balances. These balances were accumulated as a 
result of retrenchment in the nation-building departments. You starve 
thevSe departments, you prevent the exi}ansion of education, you do not 
take sanitary measures for the prevention of disease in this country, 
you allow the people to die of malaria, you do not give drinking water 
to the rural j)opulation, and by these economical measures you accumu- 
late the balances, and how do you spend these sums, you spend 
them on police buildings? I am indeed strongly opposed to this policy 
of wasting the balances. During the last budget discussion, I pro- 
posed that the balances should be constituted into a separate fund for 
some special object, such as sanitation; and Mr. C. R. Das also proposed 
a scheme for properly utilising them. But no heed was paid to these* 
suggestions. Now, Mr. Donald comes forward with a scheme for 
erecting luxurious buildings for the police. I oppose this demand. 

Babll MANMATHA NATH ROY: I beg to support the motion. I 
do not think I have anything to add to what has been said by the pre- 
vious speakers. 

Babu NALINIRANJAN SARKARp Mr. D. N. ROY, SHAH SYED 
EMDADUL HAQ, Balm AKHIL CHANDRA DATTAp Mr. KiRAN 
8ANKAR ROYp Babu KHACENDRA NATH CANCULI and Mauivi 
Md« NIIRUL HUQ CHAUDHURI rose in their respective places In 
support of the motion but made no speeches. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Has the Hou'ble Mr. Donald anything to say in 
reply? 
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Tho Hon'bto Mr, J. DONALD: Can the matter stand over till 
to-morrow P 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The discussion is finished. We have only eight 
minutes more left. 

The Hon'ble Mr. J. DONALD: I am prepared to meet the wishes of 
the members that this sum will be recouped from a loan for the whole 
amount of Its. 17 J lakhs. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: Will you pay this sum to 
the transferred departments? 

Tha Hoir’ble Mr, J. DONALD: I cannot definitely promise that, but 
money will be transferred for expenditure in the transferred depart- 
ments. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: In the circumstances, I am prepared to adjouni 
this matter till to-inorrow. 


Adjournment. 

The Council was then adjourned till Wednesday, the 27th August, 
1924, at the Town Hall, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Council assembled under 
the provisions of the Government of India Act. 

The Council met in the Council Chamber in the Town Hall, Calcutta, 
on Wednesday, the 27th August, 1924, at 3 p.m. 

Present: 

The Hon’ble the President in the Chair, the four Hon'ble Members 
of the Executive Council, the two Hon’ble Ministers, and 124 nominated 
and elected members. 


Starred Questions 

(to which oral answers were given). 

Discontinuance on certain trains on Katihar-Codlagari Section of 
Eastern Bengal Railway. 

*XX. Bafeu ROMES CHANDRA BACCHI; (a) With relfer'enoe 
to the reply given on the 26th February, 1924, to clause (r) of starred 
question No. XET, will the Hon^ble the Minister in charge of the Depart- 
ment of Public Works (Railways) be pleased to state whether the 
attention of the authorities of tlie Eastern Bengal Railway has been 
drawn to the subject-matter of the? questicm P 

(b) If so, what reply have the Railway authorities given P 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of PUBLIC WORKS 
[RAILWAYS] (the Hon’ble Hadji Mr. A. K. Abu Ahmed Khan 
Ghuznavi): (a) Yes. 

(6) The Agent, Eastern Bengal Railway, has replied that the re- 
introduction of 17 Up and 18 Down frainsi on the Katihar-Godagari 
Section would necessitate the opening of this section to night running, 
for which the extra expenditure involved would not be justified by the 
traffic offering on this section. It is therefore not contemplated to re- 
open the Katihar-Godagari Section for night running at present. 


Increase in expenditure if effect be given to Lee Commission’s 
fsoommeiiclaftiofis. 

•XXI. Rai HARENDRAHATH CHAUDHURI: Will the Hon’ble 
the Member in charge of the Appointment Department be pleased to 
lay on the table a statement showing whah increases in Provincial ezpen* 
diture under the' different heads of pay, allowance, etc., will result from 
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giving effect to the recommendations of the Lee Commission with regard 
to the various services? 

MEMBER in charge of APPOINTMENT DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Mr. J. Donald): Governmeut have so far not calculated the 
expenditure involved, and it is not therefore possible now to furnish the 
information asked for. 

Opinions of the Government of Bengal on the working of the Reforms. 

*XXIi. Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI : Will the Hon’ble 
the Member in charge of the Appointment Department be pleased to 
state what opinions, if any, have been submitted by the Government of 
Bengal before the Muddiman Committee appointed by His Excellency 
the Viceroy to inquire into certain aspects of the working of the Reforms 
under tlie Government of India Act? 

The Hon’ble Mr, J. DDNALD: The Government have been invited by 
the Government of India to express their opinions on the working of 
the Reforms and these opinions when received may be submitted to the 
Muddiman Committee. They are not, however, available to members of 
the Legislative Council. The Government have not had any communi- 
cation with the Muddiman Committee direct. 

Dr. PRAMATHANATH BANERJEA: Will the Legislative Council 
be furnished with the opinions of the Bengal Government? 

The Hon’ble Mr. J. DDNALD: It is not the intention to submit 
to the Legislative Council the opinion of the Bengal Government. 

Honorary magistrates of BakarganJ frcrni different communities. 

*XXIII. Mauivi FAZLAL KARIM CHDWDHURY; Will the 
Hon’ble the Member in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased 
to lay on the table a statement showing, year by year, for the period from 
1916 to 1923 and for each of the subdivisions of the district of Bakar- 
ganj : — 

(i) the number of Honorary Magistrates from the following 
Communities : — 

(a) Muhammadan; 

(b) Christian ; 

(c) high class Hindu; and 

(d) low class Hindu? ' 

(ti) the number of cases tried by each of them; and 

(m) the amount drawn as travelling allowances by each of them? 
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MEMBER in charge of JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon’bla 
Sir Abd-ur-Rahim): (t), (n‘) and (in) A statement is placed on the 
Library table. 

Question of allowing Muhammadan Chaukidars of Kalkini (Faridpur) 
to enter Hindu Kitchens for distraint. 

♦XXIV. Dr. MOHINI MOHON DAS: (a) Will the Hoii’ble the 
Member in charge of the Police Department be jileased to state the 
number of — 

(i) Hindu, and 

(ii) Muhammadan 

chaukidars in Thana Kalkini in the District of Faridpur? 

(b) Is the Hon'ble the Member aware that the Hindus entertain 
religious scruples to the entering of the Muhammadan chaukidars into 
their kitchens for attaching their moveable property for non-payment 
of Chaukidari Tax? 

(a) Are the Government considering it desirable to employ Hindu 
chaukidars for purposes of such attachment in cases of Hindu 
residents? 

MEMBER in charge of POLICE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’blo 
Mr. J. Donald), (a) The figures are as follows : — 

DuflPadars: Hindus 2; Muhammadans 9; Total Jl. 

Chaukidars: Hindus 17; Muhammadans 128; Total 145. 

(b) The access of Muhammadans to the kitchens of Hindus 
whether for the purpose of attaching moveable property or for any 
other reason would naturally be resented. 

(c) Government consider that this matter may safely be left to the 
Presidents of Unions. 

Stationing of Special Armed Police at Narkelbari (CopalganJ). 

♦XXV. Dr. MOHINI MOHON DAS: (a) Is the Hon’ble the Mem- 
ber in charge of the Police Department aware that in connection with 
the arrest of certain persons in the house of Srinath Banik and Akrur 
Banik of village Narekelbari in the subdivision of Gopalganj in the 
District of Faridpur a large number of armed Police has been stationed 
in the village for a long time ? 

(6) Who pay the expenses for the maintenance of these Armed 

Police? 

(c) Is it a fact that Srinath Banik and Akrur Banik have to bear 
the food expenses of the said Police force ? 
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(d) Is it a fact that female inmates of the house who wanted to 
leave the house were prevented by the Police from doing soP 


The Hon'’Me Mr. J. DONALD: (a) Yes. It is a fact that one head 
constable and 8 constables of the Special Armed Force were stationed 
at Narkelbari, police-station Oopalganj, in the house of Srinath Banik 
and Akrur Banik with their permission — that house being suitable for 
the accommodation of the men concerned — and the force (since with- 
drawn) was kept there for about a month. 

(6) The force was maintained at the expense of the public revenues. 
As for their food, etc., they made their own arrangements at their own 
expense. 

(c) and {d) No such complaints were made to the Superintendent 
of Police. 


Proposals for acquisition of lands by East Indian Railway near 

Belur Math. 

«XXVI. Babu. KHACENDRA NATH GANGULY: (a) With 
reference to the notification in the Calcutta Gazette, dated 9th April, 
1924, announcing the withdrawal by the Governor in Council of the pro- 
posal to acquire lands in the vicinity of the Belur Math, will the 
Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Public Works 
(Railways) be pleased to state — 

(i) whether it is a fact that a further project involving almost the 
same area with nominal exclusion has been proposed by the 
authorities of the East Indian Railway Company; and 

{ii) if so, will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state whether 
the proposal of the Railway authorities has the approval of 
the Government P 

(b) Are the Government considering the desirability of issuing a 
communique to assure the public mind that the area which has been 
given up already will not in the future be taken up for acquisition? 

The Hon’ble Hadji Mr. A. K. ABU AHMED KHAN GHUZNAVI: 

(o) (i) and {ii) The fresh proposals of the East Indian Railway authori- 
ties have not yet been formally received or accepted by this Govern- 
ment, but it is understood that they contemplate a considerable reduction 
in the area to be taken up by the Railway Company. 

(6) A communique as suggested is not considered necessary in view 
of the fact that under the Land Acquisition (Amendment) Act, 1933, 
persons interested in the matter are competent to file objections HeTore 
the Collector within 30 days of the publication of the notification under 
section 4 of the Act. 
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*XXVil. Mr. 8. N. HALDAR. (a) Has the attention of the 
Hon'ble the Member in charge of the Police Department been drawn 
to the judgment delivered by the Sessions Judge of Pabiia i^n or about 
the 19th of March last in the murder case, in which two persons, Jaub 
Ali and Abdul Gani were placed for trial before the Court of Sessions 
after inquiry by the Police? 

(6) Will the Hon'ble the Member be pleased to state the substance 
of that judgment and the reasons why the accused were let off? 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of ' accepting 
the opinion of the learned Judge who tried the case with the help of a 
jury that the investigating police officer perjured himself and made 
others do the same? If not, why not? 

(d) Are the Government considering the desirability of accepting 
the opinion of the trying Judge that the investigating police officer 
caused the deceased Johur to make a statement implicating the accused 
and that his dying declaration was a fabricated one for which the 
officer in question alone was responsible? If not, why not? 

(e) Is the police oflScer in question still iii Government service and 
doing his usual duties ? 

(/) Are the Government considering the desirability of taking any 
public action in the matter upon the suggastion of the trying Judge, 
namely — 

(t) the immediate dismissal of the police oflScer; and 

(it) his criminal prosecution for perjury and for procuring false 
evidence ? 

(ff) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state whether during 
the year 1923, cases of a similar nature, namely, fabrication of evidence 
by police officers have come to the notice, or have been brought fb the 
knowledge, of the Government? 

(k) If the answ’er to (^) is in the affirmative, will the Hon^ble the 
Member be jdeased to lay on the table a statement showing — 

(t) the number of such cases; 

(it) where and under what circumstances such cases took place; and 

(m) the action the Government took in each such case ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. J. DONALD: (a), (b), (c), (d) and (/) The atteu- 
tion of Government has been drawn to the remarks of fhe Sessions 
Judge in the case in question. These have been referred to a Commis- 
sion appointed under section 94(3) (it) of the Police Begulations, 
Bengal, Part I, consisting of a Sessions Judge and a District Magis- 
trate, and Government do not consider it desirable to make any further 
stateinent in the case pending the result of the inquiry by this Commis- 
sion. 
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(e) The officer is under suspension pending the inquiry, and is not 
employed on police duty. 

(g) Yes. 

(h) (i) Two casee. 

(ii) One case occurred in Dacca in which a Sub-Inspector was found 
at a departmental inquiry to have made a false statement in his depo- 
sition in a rioting case. In the other case the Sessions Judge 6i Saran 
commented on the conduct of a Sub-Inspector and two constables of 
the 24-Parganas district who were alleged to have made false states 
ments before him and to have fabricated certain documents to support 
evidence in a case of riofing with murder. 

(in) In the Dacca case the officer was punished departmentally . 
In the Saran case the Sub-Inspector and constables were prosecuted 
under section 1911, I. P. C., on the complaint of the Sessions Judge, 
but were acquitted under section 258, C. P. C., by the trying court. 

Mr. 8. N. HALDAR: Will the ITon’ble Member be pleased to give 
us the names of the Magistrate and of the Sessions Judge sittin-g over 
the Commission? 

The Hon’ble Mr. J. DONALD: In one case the Commission consisted 
of the District and Sessions Judge of the Dinajpur, Jalpaiguri and 
Darjeeling districts 'and the Deputy Commissioner of Darjeeling. 

Mr. 8. N. HALDAR: When was this Commission appointed? 

The Hon'ble Mr. a. DONALD: I think it was after the appeal was 
heard. 

Mr, 8. N. HALDAR: Has the Commission at all met; and has its 
report been submitted? 

The Hon’ble Mr. J. DONALD: Yes. 

Chittagong Medical 8ohool. 

. •XXVIii. Mautvi 8AYEDAL HOQUE: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government (Medical) 
be pleased to state whether the Government stands committed to help 
the Chittagong medical school? 

(b) If so, what granh*, initial and recurring, have been sanctioned 
for the same school and from what time will the grants run? 

(c) Will there be any reservation of seats for any class or community 
or of. any kind P 

(d) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble the 
Minister be pleased to state the details of such reservation? 



QUESTIONS. 


97 


1924.] 


MINISTER in Miargn of DEPARTMENT of LOCAL SELF- 
government [MEDICAL] (the Hon’blo Mauivi A. K. Fazl-ul Huq): 

(a) Government have recognised the desirability of establishing a Medical 
School at Chittagong. No definite scheme has yet been submitted to 
Government by the local Committee? 

(c) No grants — initial or recurring — ^have yet been sanctioned. Out 
of Rs. 50,000 placed at the disposal of the Minister for Local Self-Gov- 
ernment by Babu Sanat Kumar^ Mukherji for medical education, Sir 
Burendra Nath Banerjea earmarked Bs. 20,000 for the proposed school 
at Chittagong. 

(c) and (d) The questions will not arise until the school is actually 

started. 


Percentage of persone qualifled in technical and oonwnercial 

education. 

^XXIX. Mauivi 8AYEDAL HOQUE: Will the Hon’ble the Minister 
in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to state for the 
period of last 10 years' ending 31st March, 1923, the percentage of those 
persons who have qualified themselves in Technical and Commercial 
Education — 

(t) out of the total population of Bengal ; and 

(u) out of the educated class (taking general and technical educa- 

tion together) in Bengal? 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of EDUCATION (the 
Hon’ble Mauivi A. K. Fazl-ul Huq): (/) A statement is laid on the table. 

(u) The question is insufficiently definite. 


Statement referred to in the reply to clause (i) of starred question 
No. XXIX, showing the percentage of passes in Technical and 
Commercial education to the total population for the last ten years. 


Year. 

Number of 
passes. 

Total popula- 
tion of Bengal. 

Percentage. 

• 1 

2 

3 

4 






Bs. 

1913-14 



400 

45,483,077 


1914-16 



314 

45,483,077 

•0007 

1916-16 



268 

45,483,077 

•00059 

19T6-17 



290 

45,483,077 


1917-18 



356 

45,483,077 


1918-19 



375 

45,483,077 

•0008 

1919-20 



420 

45,483,077 


1920-21 



764 

46,483,077 


1921-22 



724 . 

46,696,636 

•0016 

1922-28 



096 

46,696,636 

•0016 

. 
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Hostels and boarding bouses for students in Calcutta. 


*XXX. Mouivi 8AYEDAL HQQUE: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to lay 
on the table a statement showing separately the total strength of Muham- 
madan and Hindu College students (including Law, Medical and Post- 
graduate) reading in the several colleges, in Calcutta? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble the Ministe(r be pleased to lay on the table a 
statement showing separately , the number of hostels and boarding houses 
for the accommodation of Muhammadan and Hindu College students in 
Calcutta? 

* (c) Is it a fact that the hostels and boarding houses in Calcutta have 
been found insufficient for the accommodation of the students? 

(d) What steps, if any, are the Government taking for the removal 
of the want in this respect? 

The Hen’ble Mauivi A. K. FAZL-UL-HUQ: (a) A statement is laid 
on the table. 

(b) There are 77 hostels and messes for college students in Calcutta ; 
32 of these institutions are for Law, Medical and Post-graduate students, 
but it is not known how many of these are for Muhammadans and how 
many for Hindus. Of the remaining 45, 6 are reserved exclusively for 
Muhammadans, 485 jdaces being set aside for undergraduates and 49 
for other Moslem students. Total 634 places reserved for Muham- 
madans. 

(c) No complaint has been made with regard to the insufficiency of 
hostel accommodation for college students in Calcutta so far as men 
students are concerned. Government have had to deal with complaints 
in respect of the inadequacy of hostels for women students and a hostel 
for girls has been opened by the Sadharan Brahmo Samaj with the help 
of a Government grant. 

(d) In view of the reply to (c) above the question does not arise. 


Statement referred to in the reply to clause (a) of starred question 

No, XXX, 


Figures for 31st March, 1923. 






Hindus. 

BluhammadaiiB. 

1. 

Presidency College 

V • 


797 

146 

2. 

Sanskrit College 

• • 


74 


3. 

Scottish Churches College 

• • 


1,021 

7 

4. 

St Xavier's College • • 



056 

146 

0 . 

St. Paul's College 



176 

7 
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Hindus. 

Muhammadans. 

a. 

City OoUege 

1,636 

154 

7. 

Bangabasi College 

1,606 

77 

8 . 

Ripon CoUege 

926 

201 

9. 

Vidyaaagar College 

1,334 

, , 

10. 

South Suburban 

652 

22 

11. 

Central College 

26 

3 

12. 

Post-Graduate Arts, Calcutta University 

804 

65 

13. 

Post' Graduate Science University 

166 

2 

14. 

University Law College 

1,714 

147 

16. 

Ripon lAw College 

442 

158 

16. 

Medical College 

869 

114 

17. 

School of Tropical Medicine 

60 


13. 

Bethune College 

... 86 


19. 

Diocesan College 

42 

2 (Girls). 

20. 

Loreto ... 

2 




12,987 

1,251 


Jute forecast. 

^XXXI. Babu DEBI PR08AD KHAITAN: (a) Is the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries* 
aware that the import of jute in Calcutta during the season 1923-24 
exceeded the official forecast by about 26 per cent, f 

(b) Will the Hon'ble the Minister be pleased to state who were res- 
ponsible for this official forecast of the jute crop? 

(c) Will the Hon'ble the Minister be pleased to state what steps, if 
any, have been taken oi^ are proposed to ensure correctness of the future^ 
forecasts as far as possible? 

(d) Is the Hon’ble the Minister aware that the official forecast of the^ 
jute crop is relied upon by the producers, dealers and manufacturers to- 
form their respective estimatesi to carry on their business P 

Is the Hon'ble the Minister alsp aware that inaccuracy in the 
forecast causes inconvenience and loss to traders in juteP 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of AGRICULTURE (the 
^ Hon’bi^ Hadji Mr. A. K. Abu Ahmed Khan Chuznavi): (a) Yes. 

(b) The jute forecast was compiled by the Director of Agriculture, 
Bengal, from statistics supplied to him by the District Officers and by 
officers of the Agricultural Department in Bengal. It also included 
estimates prepared in a similar manner in the Provinces of Bihar and 
Assam. 

The estimates of both area and outturn per acre as originally sub- 
mitted by the local officers were generally much lower than those pub- 
lished. Both factors were materially increased by the Director ot 
Agriculture after their receipt from the districts. 
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(c) The attention of all compiling officers has already been drawn to 
the lowness of the estimate in question. They have been asked to revise 
their figures accordingly and to make more careful estimates for the 
ourrent year’s forecast. 

(d) Yes. 

(e) Yes. 


Municipal Scavenging Railway en the Circular Read. 

•XXXII. Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROYs (a) Will the Hon’ble 
the Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government be 
pleased to state — 

(i) when and with what object the Municipal llailway line on the 

Circular Hoad, Calcutta, was constructed ; and 

(ii) how was the locality, through which the said line passes, popu- 

lated at the time of construction? 

(ft) Is the Hon’ble the Minister aware that a large number of houses 
have, in recent years, been constructed on the East and West sides of 
the line and that many new roads have also been opened? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble the Minister also aware that on many occasions 
during the day, carts and trucks laden with refuse are left waiting, for 
hours, and sometimes throughout the day, causing annoyance and incon- 
venience to both the foot and the wheeled traffic and endangering the 
health of the people residing in the locality? 

{d) Is the Hon’ble the Minister aware that the report of the Health 
Officer of the Calcutta Corporation shows that the mortality from pre- 
ventible diseases like dysentery, respiratory diseases, typhoid, etc., is in 
the wards through which this Railway runs higher than in all other 
parts of Calcutta, except Kidderpore? 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of taking early 
measures to remove thisK nuisance? 

The Hon’ble Hadji Mr. A. K. ABU AHMED KHAN GHUZNAVI: ^ 

(a) (i) The Municipal -Railway was constructed in 1867 for the removal 
of city refuse to the Square Mile at Dhappa. 

(ii) The eastern portion of Circular Road which was then outside the 
city was thinly populated. 

(ft) Yes. 

(c) It is reported that carts and trucks are left waiting on occasions 
but only under unavoidable circumstances. 

(d) The Municipal Railway passes through wards 1, 3, 4, 9 and 19 
and between wards* 11, 14 and 15 on one side and wards 19 and 20 on the 
other. The vital statistics of Calcutta for 1922 show that tbe mortal! tv 
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from enteric is above the average for the city in wards 1, 3 and 11 » but 
is below the average in wards 19 and 20. The mortality from dysentery 
and respiratory diseases is very high in wards 19 and 20. 

All wagons both from the southern and northern sections pass through 
ward 19 on their way to the Square Mile and this ward seems to be 
chiefly affected. But wards 19 and 20 particularly the eastern portion 
are practically undrained with numerous tanks, service privies, etc., 
and it is difficult to draw any definite conclusion that the unhealthiness 
of these wards is solely due to the existence of the Railway. 

(e) The removal of the railway is primarily a matter for the Calcutta 
Corporation and the Executive Officer reports as follows : — 

“ The Corporation recognise the necessity of removing the Municipal 
Railway from Circular Road and decided some years ago to have the 
refuse from the city removed by motor lorries to a central platform at 
Chingreehatta away from the main streams of traffic and from residen- 
tial areas, and to retain the Municipal Railway only for conveying the 
refuse from that platform to the Square Mile. The lorry service has 
already been introduced in one district, and funds have been earmarked 
in the budget for 1924-25 to extend ithe service to the other districts and 
to complete the proposed platform at Chingreehatta. Now that funds 
have been provided, it is hoped that it will be possible to abolish the 
Municipal Railway from Circular Road in a year or two.’^ 

Mr. A. G. BANERJEE: Is it not a fact that these conservancy trucks 
are biought from Dhappa and cleansed and washed alongside the 
Cholera Ward of the Campbell Hospital? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: (the Hon’ble Mr. H. E. A. Cotton): That is rather 
a matter for the Corporation. 

Mr. A. C. BANERJEES 1 want information. 

Colleges and grants-in-aid. 

*XXXIIK Mr. D. N. ROY: Will the Hon’ble the Minister in 
charge of the Department of Education be pleased to lay on the table a 
statement showing — p 

(i) the number of colleges in ^he whole of Bengal, mentioning the 
names, district by district; 

(w) which of them are Government colleges ; 

(m) which of them receive grants-in-aid from the Government ; and 

(iv) the amount of the aid granted to each college per month? 

The Hon’ble Maiilvi A. K. PAZL-UL HUQ: A statement is laid on, 
the table. 


8 
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Statement referred to in the reply to starred, question No. XXXIII, 
showing district by district the number of Government, aided' and 
unaided^ colleges. Arts, Science and Professional. 



Name of college. 


Name of district. 

Whether maln- 
tftlned by Gov- 
ernment or aided 
by Government. 

Amount 
of aid 
granted 
to each 
aided col- 
lege per 
month. 

1. 

Prri.siflcnpy Coll *:^e 


Calcutta 

Government 

Rs. 

2. 

Sunskrit ,, 


M 



3. 

Bethune ,, 




, , 

4. 

David Hare Trailing College 


»» • • 


. . 

6. 

Scottish Churches „ 



Aided 

2,000 

6. 

City College 


• • 

Unaided 

. . 

7. 

Vidyasagar College 


»» 

ft • • 

. . 

8. 

Ripon College 


99 • • 

99 • • 

. . 

9. 

Bangabasi College 


»> 


. . 

10. 

Diocesan College for Girls . . 



Aided 

900 

11. 

St Paiirs Cathedral Mission College 




1,000 

12. 

St Xavier’s College 


99 • • 

Unaided 

1,650 

13. 

Central College . . 




14. 

Loreto House for Girls 





16. 

South Suburban College, Bhowonipur 


»» • • 

ft • • 

. . 

16. 

Medical College, Calcutta 



Government 

. . 

17. 

Belgachia Medical College 



Unaided 


18. 

Ripon Law College 




. . 

19. 

Universitj’’ Law College 




. . 

20. 

Veterinary College, Belgachia 


>» 

Government 

. . 

21. 

Diocesan College Training Class 


9 9 • • 

Aided 

6,898 

22. 

School of Tropical Medicine 


»» 

Government 

. . 

23. 

Victoria College, Narail 


Jessore 

»f • • 

150 

24. 

Bagerhat College 


Khulna 

ft 

260 

26. 

Daulatpur Hindu Academy 


♦♦ • • 

ft • • 

600 

26. 

Kriahnagar College 


Nadia . . 

Government 

. . 

27. 

Krishnath College, Berhampur 


Murshidabad 

Unaided 


28. 

Krishnath College Commerce Depart- 
ment, Berhampur 


Aided 

415 

29. 

Wesleyan Mission College 


Bankura 

tf • • 

1,000 

30. 

Krishna Chandra College, Hetampur 


Birbhum 

Unaided 

. . 

31. 

Burdwan Raj College 


Burdwan 

ft • • 

. . 

32. 

Hooghly College 


Hooghly 

f » • • 

Government 

6 

33. 

Uttarpara College 


Uniaded 

. . 

34. 

Serampur Mission College 


»» • • 

Aided 

1,000 

35. 

Nursing Dutt College 


Howrah 

Unaided 

. . 

36. 

Bengal Engineering College, Sibpur 


>» * • 
Midnapore . . 

Government 

664 

37. 

Midnapore College 


Aided 

38. 

Dacca Intermediate College 


Dacca 

Government 

. . 

39. 

Jagannath Intermediate College 


»» • • 

Aided 

4,128 

40. 

Dacca Training College 


»» • • 

Government 

. . 

41. 

Dacca Law College* 


tf 

.... 

. . 

42. 

Intermediate classes attached to 
Eden High School for Girls, Dacca 

the 

ft • • 

Government 


43. 

Brajamohan College 


Barisal 

Aided 

1,200 

44. 

Rajendra College 


Faridpur 

Unaided 

*860 

46. 

Anandamohan College 


Mymensingh 

Aided 

46. 

Chittagong College 


Chittagong 

Government 

. . 

47. 

Feni College 


Noakhali . . 

Unaided 

. . 

48. 

Victoria College, Comilla 


Tippera 

Aided 

360 

49. 

Edward College . . 


Pabna 

»» • • 

760 

60. 

Rajshahi College 


Rajshahi 

Government 

. . 

51. 

Carmichael College 


Rangpur 

Aided 

760 

52. 

Victoria College, Cooch Behar 

• • 

Cooch Behar 

Unaided 

• • 


* Tnoorporatei in Dacca Uolverslty. 
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Cofivioted political prisomers confined in Jails outside Bengal. 


*XXXIV. Mr. KIRAN SANKAR ROY: (a) Will the Hon ble the 

Member in charge of the Department of Revenue (Jails) be pleased to 
lay on the table a statement showing — 

(i) the names of the Bengali political prisoners convicted for ofifence 
committed in Bengal, who are being detained in jails out- 
side Bengal ; and 

(n) the names of the jails wherein they are confined? 

(h) Are the Governineni^ considering the desirability of having them 
transferred to some Bengal jail? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE [JAILS] 
(the Hon’ble Mr. J. Donald): (a) (?) A list is laid on the table of 
prisoners convicted of offences connected witli politics. 

(77) Government do not consider it desirable to publish this informa- 
tion. 

(b) The answer is in the negative. 


List of convicted political prisoners confined in the Jails outside Bengal 
referred to in the reply to clause {a) (7) of starred question No» XXXIV, 

(1) Suresh Chandra Sen Gupta. 

(2) Nikhil Ranjaii Guha Ray. 

(3) Khagendra Nath Chaudhury. 

(4) Sachindra Dutta alias Hem Chandra Sarkar. 

(5) Surendra Nath Biswas. 

Mr. KIRAN SANKAR ROY: May 1 ask the Hon'ble Member 
whether the transfer of Bengalee political prisoners outside Bengal is 
due to want of accommodation in jails in Bengal or for other reasons? 

The Hon’ble Mr. J. DONALD: I am not pi^epared to state the reasons. 

Transfer of certain prisoners from Jail to Jail. 

•XXXV. Mr. KIRAN SANKAR ROY: (Vi) Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Department of Revenue (Jails) be pleased to 
state whether it is a fact that political prisoners Dukha Haran Pandit, 
Jonardhan Kheskhel, Narendra Nath Dutta, Manilal Jain, Gobardhan 
Bai Patel or any one of them were transferred from the Hooghly Jail 
to the Baraset Jail after their conviction under section 52 of tire Prisons 
Act, 1894 (IX of 1894)? 

8 a 
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(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative will the Hon’ble the 
Member be pleased to state the reasons for the transfer? 

(0) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state why after a 
stay of 3 months in the Baraset Jail they were suddenly transferred to 
the Burdwan Jail? 

(d) Is it a fact that the privileges generally allowed to special class 
prisoners and the privilege of the use of private clothings, mosquito 
curtains and other articles have been withdrawn in their cases? 

(c) If the answer to (d) is in the affirmative will the Hon’ble the 
Member be pleased to state the reasons for such, withdrawal? 

Tho Hon’blei Mr. J. DONALD: (o) and (b) The prisoners named in 
the question were transferred from Hooghly to Baraset Jail in the 
interests of jail discipline. 

(c) They were transferred to Burdwan to make room for other con- 
victs required for the Baraset Jail garden. 

(d) They were not put in the special class. 

(e) This question does not arise. 

Superintentfents of Jails. 

^XXXVI. Dr. KUMUD 8ANKAR RAY: (a) Will the Hon ble the 

Member in charge of the Department of Revenue (Jails) be pleased to 
lay on the table a statement showing — 

(1) the names of the I.M.S. Officers in. Bengal appointed as Super- 

intendents or Chief Executive Officers of Jails; 

(ii) the names of those jails; and 

(Hi) the salaries drawn by each such I.M.S. Officer? 

(6) Will the Hon'ble the Member be pleased to state whether there 
is a lal*ge number of Europeans as convicts in any' of these jails, who like 
to be treated only by European Medical Officers and who object to be 
treated by an Indian Doctor? 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of appointing 
the Medical Officers in charge of all jails from amongst the Independent 
Medical Practitioners as a step towards economy? 

Tha Hon’bla Mr. J. DONALD: (a) A statement giving the informa- 
tion is placed on the table. 

(b) The number of European convicts is small. Government 
have no information as to their preference for medical treatment from 
European Medical officers or Indian Doctors. 

(c) The answer is in the negative. 
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State rift'rlred fb ih the ^Sply to clause (a) of started question 
No. XXXVI showing ttie l.M.S. Officers appointed as Superintend 
debts of jails. 


o! t. S. O&cers appointed 
SHf^ntendents of Jails. 

^ Name of Jail. 

Salary drawn 
from the Jail 
Department. 



Ha. 

(1) Major N. S. Simpson 

.. Presidency Jail 

1,500 

(2) Capt. B. G. Mallya 

. . Dacca Central Jail 

1,200 

(3) Major A. Denham White 

. . Midnapore Central Jail 

300 

(4) Major J. D. Sandes 

Rajshahi Central Jail 

300 

(5) Major K. S. Thakur . . 

. . Barisal Jail 

150 

(6) Major E. B. Munro . . 

. . Mymensingh Jail 

150 

(7) Lt.-Col. E. 0. Thurston 

. . Hooghly Jail . . 

100 

<8) Lt. Col. H. B. Steen . . 

. . Chittagong Jail 

100 

(9) Major W. 0. Walker . . 

. . Jalpaiguri Jail . . 

75 

(10) Lt.-Col. D. P. Goil .. 

. . Howrah Jail . . 

50 

Dr. KUMUD 8ANKAR 

RAY : May I ask the 

Hon’ble Member 


whether these officers are allowed privaie pra(‘tice? 

The Hotl’ble Mfi Ji DONALD: The first two officers on the list are 
allowed private practice and the others are only part-time officers. 

Dr. KUMUD 8ANKAR RAY: May I ask another question? Is it not 
a fact that under the jail regulations the Superintendents and- Deputy 
Superintendents are debarred from private practice? 

The Hon’ble Mr. J. DONALD: That is, as far as I know, not as 
regards part-time Superintendents. 

Dr. KUMUD 8ANKAR RAY: Are there two different kinds of 
Superintendents ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. J. DONALD: Yes. 


Buddhist stuctents in Dacca Medical 8chooi. 

*XXXVI|. Dr. KUMUD 8ANKAR RAY: With reference to the 
reply given to starred question No. XCVT during the last session of the 
Council, will the Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of 
Local vSelf-Government (Medical) be pleased to state whether there are 
Buddhist students in the Dacca Medical School? 

The Hon’ble Mauivi A. K. FAZL-UL HUQ: There are three Buddhist 
students at present heading an the Dacca Medical School. 
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Case of one Babu Sundar Laf dying in the Medical College Hospital 
from gun-shot wound. 

*XXXVIIi. Dr. KUMUD 8ANKAR RAY: (a) Will the Hqn’ble 
the Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government 
(Medical) be pleased to state whether any inquiry was made into the 
details of the death of one Babii Sundar Lai who was admitted into the 
Medical College Hospital on the 27th December, 1923, suffering from a 
gun-shot wound, and who died the subsequent day? 

(h) If so, was the allegation that bribes were paid to some of the 
Medical College staff substantiated? 

(c) If the answer to (h) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble the 
Minister be pleased to state what steps, if any, have been taken against 
the persons implicated? 

(d) If no inquiry has been made are the Government considering 
the desirability of instituting one? 

The Hon’ble Mauivi A. K. FAZL-UL HUQ: (a) Yes. A detailed 
inquiry was held by the Police as well as by a committee consisting of : — 

Lieutenant-Colonel F. A. F. Barnardo, c.i.e., c.n.E., i.M.s. 

Major Hassan Suhrawardy, m.d., f.r.c.s., m.l.c. 

Rai Sir Kailas Chandra Basix Bahadur, Kt., o.b.e. 

(b) No. The allegation was found to be false. 

(c) and ((/) The questions do not arise. 

Dr. KUMUD 8ANKAR RAY: Is it the usual practice to have a post 
mortem examination made in all medico-legal cases and if so, was such 
examination made in this particular case? 

The Hon’ble Mauivi A. K. FAL-UL HUQ: I must have notice. 

Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: May I ask the Hon’ble Minister 
if all the three gentlemen were on the staft' of the Medical College at the 
time? 

The Hon’ble Mauivi A. K. FAZL-UL HUQ: I have no information. 

Mr. A. C. BANERJEE: May I ask in connection with this matter 
what sort of evidence was taken and whose evidence was taken? 

The Hon’ble Mauivi A. K. FAZL-UL HUQ: I am not in a positioj^ 
to give details at the present moment. 


Bengal Secretariat Press at Calcutta. 

*XXXIX. Babu NALINIRANJAN BARKER: (a) Will the 
Hon^ble the Member in charge of the Department of Finance be 
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pleased tg furnish a statement showing the annual Establishment 
charges of the Bengal Secretariat Press at Calcutta from the year 
1914-15 to 1922-23 and the annual outturn of work during that period P 

(6) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state and furnish 
figures showing the cost incurred in the purchase of plant and machin- 
ery for the Bengal Secretariat Press at Calcutta annually since the 
year 1914-15 and what have been the savings in the recurring estab- 
lishfhent charges? 

(c) Is it a fact that when the Branch Press was established at 
Seaklah an extra establishment was sanctioned pending the amalgama- 
tion of the main and branch Presses in the new Alipore buildings? 

(d) When was that amalgamation effected? 

(e) Has the temporary establishment been abolished? If not, why 
not? 

(/) Will the Hon^ble the Member be j)leased to furnish a statement 
showing the cost incurred annually, since the year 1914-16 up to the 
end of the last financial year, for the purduise’ of teak wood for the 
Secretariat Press and explain any unusual charge that might be found? 

((/) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state the period 
for which the Press staff were allowed tram hire charges owing to the 
transfer of fhe Press from the Writers^ Buildings to Alipore, and what 
has been the amount of expense incurred on that account, and the time 
up to which they were actually allowed the tram hire? 

(h) If the charges were not paid as was originally sanctioned will 
the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state the reasons for the discon- 
tinuance? 

(0 Was the sanction of the Government obtained and were the 
employees compensated in any way for the hardships caused to them 
owing to the discontinuance of this allowance? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of FINANCE (the Hon’ble 
Mfi Ti Emerson): (a) A statement showing the annual eslablishinent 
charges of the Bengal Government Press from the year 1914-15 to 1922-23 
and the annual outturn of work during that period is placed on the table. 

(b) (i) With regard to the first part of the question a statement 
showing the expenditure incurred in purchasing machinery and plant 
is placed on the table. 

(b) (it) Owing to the steady increase in the volume of work under- 
taken by the Press it is not possible to estimate what savings have been 
effected by the introduction of mechanical means to replace manual 
labour. . 

(c) When the Branch Press was removed to Sealdah four extra posts 
were sanctioned. At that time the amalgamation of the main branch ^ 
presses in the new Alipore buildings had not been thought of. 

(d) The two Presses were amalgamated in the year 1923. 
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(e) Twd of th^ four t^mporiitry posts hftve been abolished and two 
have been retained as the services of the inOumbents are still required 
by GoTernment. 

(/) A statement showing the cost of teak wood is placed on the table. 
No question of any unusual charge arises as the teak wood was pur- 
chased from time to time at the bazar rate to meet actual requirements 
for preparing racks, etc., for the use of the Press. 

(g) Tram-hire was paid for three mouths only. The expenditure 
Was about Rs. 11,430. All the employees were actually paid for the 
period sanctioned by Government, counting from the time they were 
transferred individually. 

(h) The question does not arise. 

(i) Government sanction was given for 3 months only. It was 
considered that this would allow the employees sufficient time to settle 
in the neighbourhood of the Press. 


Statements referred to in the reply to clause (a) of starred question 

No. XXXIX. 

(1) Payments to the Establishments from 1914*15 to 1922*23. 



Rs. 

1914-15 

... 3,42,059 

1916-16 

... 3,22,958 

1916-17 

... 2,97,055 

1917-lS 

... 2,88,331 

1918-19 

... 2,99,121 

1919-20 

... 3,74,096 

1920-21 

... 4,45,146 

1921-22 

... 5,26,839 

1922-23 

... 5,62,283 


(2) Value of Outturn from 1914*15 to 1922*23. 



Rs. 

1914-15 

... 4,14,484 

1915-16 

... 3,90,010 

1916-17 

... 3,62,725 

1917-18 

... 3,53,587 

1918-19 ■ 

... 3,74,561 

1919-20 

... 4,43,666 

1920-21 

... 6,15,499 

1921-22 

... 6,16,707 

1922-23 

... 6,70,328 
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Y^fetred to in the tiply to clause (6) of starred question 
No. XXXIX. 

Adtiitidns to Plant of tho Press during 1914>1S to 1922*23. 


Rs. 


1914*16 

... 86,116 

1916-16 

62,357 

1916-17 

34,299 

1917-18 

39,672 

1918-19 

... 1,09,544 

1919-20 

70,975 

1920-21 ^ .. 

... 1,61,258 

1921-22 

... 1.96,405 

1922-23 

... 3,11,751 

Statement referred to in the reply to clause 

(/) of starred question 

No. XXXIX. 


Purchase of Teak wood from 1914*15 to 1922*23. 


Rs. a. p. 

1914-15 

... 702 5 4 

1915-16 

... 1,316 15 8 

1916-17 

... 313 9 2 

1917-18 

... 463 4 8 

1918-19 

... 483 2 3 

1919-20 

... 876 10 9 

1920-21 

... 706 11 9 

1921-22 

... 621 9 7 

1922-23 

... 893 8 5 

Waterways provided on the Eastern Bengal Railway system 

in North Bengal. 


*XL. Mr. N. C. SEN: With reference to the reply to clause (u) oi 


starred question No. LXX put by Maulvi Sayedal Hoqu© at the meet- 
ing held on the 12th March, 1924, will the Hon’ble the Member in 
charge of the Department of Revenue be pleased to state the number 
of waterways that are being provided ? 
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MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE (the Hon’ble 
Maharaja Kshaunish Chandra Ray Bahadur): 1. On the Bogra Section 
of the Railway four water-ways as detailed below have been completed : — 

(1) A new bridge of 10 spans of 20 ft. girders at mile 178/4-5 F. 

(2) A new bridge of 3 spans of 20 ft. girders at mile 182/5-6 F. 

(3) A new bridge of 5 spans of 20 ft. girders at mile 188/5-6 F. 

(4) Addition of 5 spans of 20 ft. girder bridge to the existing 

bridge over the Eramoti river at mile 181/4-5 F. 

2. On the Sara-Sirajganj Railway the construction of a bridge of 
15 sjmns of 40 ft. girders al mil(3 151 has been taken up. 

Mr. A. C. BANERJEE: May I rise to a point of order? The Hon’ble 
Maharaja has not been sworn in. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Members of the Executive Council are e^r-officio 
members. 

Mr. N. G. SEN: Does Government consider that these 5 bridges are 
quite sufficient? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja KSHAUNISH CHANDRA RAY Bahadur: 

Is it a matter of opinion and if that is so am I entitled to give a reply? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You can decline to answer. 

Mr. N. C. SEN: May I ask if these bridges have been found sufficient 
for this year’s flood — I mean for the outlet of water this year? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja KSHAUNISH CHANDRA RAY Bahadur: 

Yes, they were found sufficient for this year; but I may say that the 
matter is under inquiry. 

Dr. J. M. DAS GUPTA: May I ask the Hon’ble Member if a special 
committee was appointed immediately after the Northern Bengal Floods 
and whether their recommendation for the provision of sufficient space 
in the new bridges for waterways has been accepted ? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja KSHAUNISH CHANDRA RAY Bahadur: 

A special committee was appointed but it has not yet submitted any 
report. 

Dr. J. M. DAS GUPTA: May I know when this committee was 
appointed and when its^report is likely to be received? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja KSHAUNISH CHANDRA RAY Bahadur: 

I am afraid I will have to refer to the Secretariat to find out the date 
of the appointment of the committee : as a matter of fact I have not 
got the papers with me. 
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Unstarred Questions 

(answers to which were laid on the table). 

Tea shops in Calcutta. 

24. Mr. A. C. BANERJEE. (e?) Is the Hon’ble the Member in 
charge of the Police Department aware that Police licences are issued 
without suflScient inquiry for opening tea shops (eating houses) in 
Calcutta ? 

(h) Is the Hon’ble the Member also aware that these tea shops are 
haunts of goondas and habitual criminals? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble the Member also aware that these tea shops are a 
source of nuisance and danger to their neighbourhood? 

The Hon’ble Mr. J. DONALD: (a) I cannot admit that such licences 
are issued without sufficient inquiry. 

(b) My information does not support this statement. 

(c) My information is that these tea shops are not a source of nuisance 
or danger. 

Mr. A. C. BANERJEE. I should like to know whether the Ifon’ble 
Member’s information referred to in the answer was obtained as a result 
of an inquiry? 

The Hon’ble Mr. J. DONALD: I certainly made an inquiry. 

Mr. A. C. BANERJEE: Has it been brought to the notice of the 
Hon’ble Member that a complaint was made that Anglo-Indian ladies 
were molested near the tea-shojis sometime ago ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. J. DONALD: I shall make an inquiry. 


Supply of Court-fee stamps in Rangpur. . 

25. Rai Sahib PANCHANAN BARMA: (a) Is the Hoii’ble the 
Member in charge of the Judicial Department aware that the litigant 
public in the district of Rangpur are frequently put to inconvenience 
for the inadequate supply of Court-fee stamps? 

(6) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state whether it is a 
fact that complaints in this behalf have, from time to time, been made 
by the members of the Local Bar Association, both to the District Judge 
and to the Collector, but without result ? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased also to state whether 
this inadequate supply is due to the fact that the vendors do not get 
their supplies of Court- fee stamps more than twice in the week P 
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{d) Are the Government considering the advisability of supplying 
Court-fee stamps to the vendors daily instead of only twice in the week 
as the practice stands at present? 


The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHiM: {a) and (6) There is no 
information before Government. 

(c) Under the rules the licensed stamp vendors may obtain a supply 
of stamps from the ex-officio vendors every day (rule 18 on page 197 of 
the Stamp Manual). 

id) The question does not arise. 


Bhairab river scheme. 

26. Babu JATINDRA NATH BA8U: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Department of Irrigation be pleased to state 
whether the scheme for the improvement of the Bhairab river has been 
finally prepared? 

(b) Is there any likelihood of the scheme being carried out at an 
early date? If so, when? 

(c) If there be delay in carrying out the scheme, are the Govern- 
ment considering the advisability of immediately carrying out the 
dredging of the Bhairab river at the junction of the river with the Afra 
khal and with the Jangalbadhal khal? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of IRRIGATION (the 
Hon’ble Maharaja Kshaunish Chandra Ray Bahadur); (a) Two projects 
ore under the consideration of Government for improving the Bhairab 
river between tlie Matabhanga and Khulna for which detailed plans and 
estimates have been received. 

{h) It is not possible to say when these schemes will be taken up, but 
they will be sent to the Collector as early as possible to institute proceed- 
ings under Act VI of 1920. 

(c) A small scheme is under investigation for introducing a supply 
of silt-laden watej; from the Ritta khal into the Bhairab, some miles 
above the Afra khal. It is probable that the project for these works will 
be completed during the next cold weather. It is not intended to dredge 
these reaches of the Bhairab, but to improve them by flushing. 

Deprovincialization of Model Primary Girls’ Schools. 

27. Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
the Minister in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to 
state what savings are expected from the deprovincralization of the 42 
Model Primary Schools for girls ? 
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(6) What was the total annual expenditure in connection with each 
of the said schools during the last three years? 

(c) What sum is proposed to be given to each of them as grant-in-aid? 

The Hon’ble Mauivi A. K. FAZL-UL HUQ: (a) The net annual 
savings are estimated at Rs. 18,180. 

(h) The average annual cost for each school was Rs. 90& approx- 
imately during the last 3 years. 

(c) The grant-in-aid sanctioned varies from Rs. 30 to Rs. G5 per 
mensem per school. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: Will the Ilon'ble Minister 
be pleased to state with reference to part (^;) of the answer whether the 
estimated savings have been arrived at after deducting the proposed 
grant? 

The Hon’ble Mauivi A. K. FAZL-UL HUQ: Yes, they are net after 
deduction. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: With reference to part (c) 
of the answer, will the Hon^ble Minister be pleased to furnish a statement 
showing the amount of proposed grant for each school? 

The Hon’ble Mauivi A. K. FAZL-UL HUQ: That may be for some 
future Minister to do. I cannot do it to-day. 

Muhammadan Educational Officers in BakarganJ district. 

^8. Mauivi FAZLAL KARIM CHOWDHURY: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Education be 
pleased to lay on the table a statement showing for the district of Bakar- 
ganj— 

(i) the number of Sub-Inspectors, Deputy Inspectors and District 

Deputy Inspectors of schools belonging to the — 

(i4) Hindu Community; and 

(B) Muhammadan Community, and 

(ii) the percentage of the Hindu and Muhammadan oflScers referred 

to in (i) ? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to lay on the table a^ 
statement showing the total number of Educational oiScers of different 
ranks in the district of Bakarganj other than those referred to in 
(a) classifying them in accordance with the races to which they belong? 

(c) Is it a fact that over 72 per cent, of the population of the Bakar- 
ganj district is Muhammadan? 
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The Hon’ble Mauivi A. K. FAZL-UL HUQ: (a) A statement is laid 
on the table. 

(b) A statement is laid on the table. 

(c) According to the Census figures for 1921, the percentage is 70 *5 
Government recognize that Moslem representation in these services is 
not adequate and persistent efforts are being made to employ suitable 
Muhammadans as vacancies occur. It will necessarily take some time 
before past deficiencies are made up and an adequate percentage of 
Moslems is attained. 

Statement referred to in the reply to clause (a) of unstarred 
question No. 28. 

Hindus. Muhammadans. Total. 

(а) (i) (1) District Inspector .... 1 1 

(2) Subdiviaional Inspectors . . 3 . . 3 

(3) Sub-Inspectors . . 12 8 20 

(u) Percentage .. 62*5 .37*5 

N.B , — There are no longer Deputy and Di.strict Deputy Inspectors. They arc now 
called, respectively “ Subdivi.sional Imspectons and District Inspectors.” 

Stateincnt referred to in the reply to clause (b) of nnstarred 
question No. 28. 

Hindus. Muhammadans. Tot£ 

(б) Educational officers of different ranks 

other than those in (a) (i ) : — 

(1) High School teachers .. 55 15 70 

(2) Guru-training School teachers 5 4 9 

(3) Circle Pandits . . . . 9 . . 9 

Daulatpur Hindu Academy and alleged ill-treatment of 
Muhammadan boys. 

29. Mauivi FAZLAL KARIM CHOWDHURY: {a) Will the 
Hon^ble the Minister in charge of the Department ot Education be 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that the Syedpur Trust Estate, known 
as the Mohsin Estate, is paying Rs. 600 annually to the Daulatpur 
Hindu College? 

(b) Is it a fact that many Muhammadan boys of the 1st year and 3rd 
year classes have left the said College owing to the alleged ill-treatment 
of them by the Hindu Professors P 

(c) If so, how many boys have left the College? 

(d) Will the Hon'ble the Minister be pleased to state for what 
purposes the Mohsin grant is given to the College? 
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(e) Is it a fact that there is no Persian or Arabic Professor in the 
College and that tlie want of such a Professor causes great disadvantage 
to the Muhammadan boys? 

(/) Is it a fact that previously the Muhammadan boys used to get 
impartial treatment in the College? 

(g) Is it a fact that the attitude of the Hindu Professors towards the 
Muhammadan boys has recently become unfavourable? 

(h) If the answer to (g) be in the affirmative, will the Ilon’ble the 
Minister be pleased to state whether he i)roposes to discontinue the 
Mohsin grant to the College ? 

(i) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state whether he is 
considering the desirability of deputing some responsible officer to 
inquire into the present condition of the College and into the sufferings 
and humiliation to which it is alleged the Muhammadan boys are being 
subjected ? 

(j) Are the Government considering the desirability of discontinuing 
the grant unless the lot of the Muhammadan boys is improved and a 
Persian Professor is a])pointed to the said College? 

The Hon’ble Mauivi A. K. FAZL-UL HUQ: (a) Yes. 

(b) and (c) The District Officer reports after inquiry that it is not a 
fact that Muhammadan boys are ill-treated by the Hindu professors of 
the College. The number of ijuhammadan students on the roll was 
greater in 1920-21 (49), 1921-22 (47), 1922-23 (41) and 1923-24 (38) than 
in any of the six preceding years. The decrease in the last two years 
is attributed to the opening of B.A. and I.Sc. classes at Bagerhat 
College in the same district, where the number of Muhammadans on the 
roll rose from 6 in March, 1922, to 89 in March, 1924. There is a 
Mauivi for the teaching of Persian and Arabic at the Bagerhat College, 
whereas the Daulatpur Hindu Academy is unable, owing to the terms 
of the deeds of Trust, to employ a Muhammadan on the staff. 

(d) No part of the Mohsin Fund is granted to the College, but a con- 
tribution is made from the Syedpur Trust Estate for the upkeep of the 
institution on the understanding that the grant will continue so long as 
there are Muhammadan students in the College. 

(e) Yes, fox; the reason stated in the answer to (b) and (c). 

(/) and (g) There has been no change in the treatment accorded to 
Muhammadan students or in the attitude of Hindu professors towards 
them. As far as can be ascertained the attitude of the Professors was 
never unfavourable to Muhammadan students as such. 

(h) Does not arise. 

(i) and (;) In view of the report of the District Officer Government 
do not consider that any further inquiry is necessary. The advisability 
of continuing the grant is under consideration and, if necessary, a com- 
munication on the subject will be addressed to the Board of Eevenue. 
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Muhammaiclftns in the Bengal Engineering Coliegei 8|bpi|r. 

30. Mauivi FAZLAL KARIM CHOWDHURY: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Deparianent of Education be 
pleased to state — 

(i) the total number of teachers in the Sibpur Engineering College ; 

(ii) the number of Muhammadans amongst them? 

(h) If the answer to (it) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble the 
Minister be pleased to state the reason therefor? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) the number of seats in the Sibpur^ Engineering College ; ^ 

(ii) the number of Muhammadan applicants for different branches 

during the last three years ; 

(Hi) the number of Muhammadans taken in; 

(iv) the total accommodation of the Sibpur Engineering Hostel; 

(-u) the number of seats allotted to the Muhammadans during the 
years 1920, 1921, 1922, 1923 and 1924? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state whether there 
is any Muhammadan Superintendent for the Mussalman Hostel? 

(e) If not, will the Hon’ble the Minister "be pleased to state the 
reason therefor? 


The Hon’ble Mauivi A. K. FAZL-UL HUQ: 

(a) (/) Principal and Professors, I. E. S. ... 9 

Teachers and Instructors, B. E. S. ... 6 

Lecturers and Demonstrators, S. E. S. ... 5 

Laboratory Assistants ... 5 

Foreman Instructors ... 4 

Tcrtal . . 29 


(ii) There are no Muhammadans on the teaching staff at present. 

(b) It has in the past been found very difficult to obtain Muham- 
madan candidates wifli the necessary techniciil qualifications, though it 
is hoped that this condition will not prevail in future. 

(c) The number of seats allotted on admission tJo the Fii:»t Tear is 
as follcnvs: — 

i 

(t) Civil Engineering . . . . , . . , 40 

Mechanical and Electrical Engineenng .. 30 

Mining .. ... .. .. SO 

The number of seats for the other years d^enda on the numbfir^^a^iog at 
the annual exmumtion. 
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1923. 1922. 1921. 


(it) Civil Engineering 

• • 

• • 

3 

6 

4 

Mechanical and JSlectrical Engineering 


. • 

6 

2 

Mining 

•• 

• • 

6 

1 

2 

(nt) Civil Engineering 

• • 

• • 

1 

2 

2 

Mechanical and Electrical Engineering 


• • 

3 

1 

Mining 

•• 

•• 

2 

1 

2 

(iv) Anglo-Indian — 40; Hindu- 

— ^250; Muhammadan— 

-16. 



1920. 

1921. 

1922. 

1923. 

1924. 

(t;) Civil Engineering 

4 

6 

7 

8 

7 

Mechanical and Elec- 






trical Engineering 

3 

5 

3 

6 

4 

Mining 1 . 

2 

1 

3 

2 

5 

Total 

9 

12 

13 

15 

10 


Admission letter to one Muhammadan student in the Mining class has been issued 
he will join in April. 

id) No. 

{e) Owing to the absence of a Muhammadan on the staff. Formerly 
when a Muhammadan was employed, he was placed in charge of the 
hostel. Goveniment propose to make every attempt to arrange for a 
restoration of former conditions in this respect. 


Honorary Magistrates from Namasudra class. 

31. Dr. MOHINI MOHON DAS: (a) Will the Hon’ble the Member 
in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to state the number of 
Honorary MagistTrates in Bengal? 

(5) Is there any such Magistrate who belongs to the Namasudra 
class ? 

{c) Are the Government considering the desirability of appointing 
Honorary Magistrates from the Namasudra class ? v. 

The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: (a) The number of Honorary 
Magistrates in Bengal is 933. 

(h) Oovemment have no information. 

(c) There is no objection to appointing Honorary Magisfrates from 
the Namasudra class if by their education, public spirit and character 
they are found competent for the work. 


9 
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Timings of trains and platforms of East Indian Railway. 

32. Babu BORODA PR08AD DEYS Is the Hon^ble the Minister in 
charge of the Department of Public Works considering the desir- 
ability of inviting the attention of the authorities of the East Indian 
Railway administration to the following matters affecting local 
iniferests — • 

(i) the timings of trains are not so arranged at the junction stations 
as to- leave reasonable time for passengers of one train to 
board another after purchasing tickets, if necessary ; 

(n) alterations in the timings of Urains are not published in the 
provincial newspapers of all languages with a view to invit- 
ing obje(!tions or suggestions from the public, and of then 
finally deciding the question in the light of such objections 
or suggestions; 

(in) the station platforms in the Tarakeswar and the Katwa linetJ 
are not raised to the pi‘oper level so as to allow of sick and 
female passengers and children to enter the trains easily; 

■ (tv) the sub-way near the Mahesh John Nagor Road is not proi>erly 
raised, and the level crossings in Chatra are not properly 
guarded ? 

The Hoii’ble Hadji Mr. A. K. ABU AHMED KHAN CHUZNAVI: 

(t) and (it) Government do not propose to address the Agent of the 
Railway as there is an advisory committee through whom such matters 
may be brought to the notice of the Railway authorities. 

(Hi) and (iv) The attention of the Agent will be drawn' to the subject- 
matter of the question. 

Babu BORODA PRASAD DEY. May I know, Sir, how this august 
body — the Advisory Committee — may be approached? 

The Hon’ble Hadji Mr. A. K. ABU AHMED KHAN CHUZNAVI: 

You will have to address the Secretary of the Committee. 

Babu BORODA PRASAD DEY: Is there any Secretary of the 
Committee ? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I presume so. 


Appointment of a Muhanmadan Subdi visional Offloer at ComiHa. 

83. SHAH SYED EM*DADUL HAQ. (a) Is tho-Hon^ble the Mem- 
ber in charge of the Appointment Department aware that one of the 
two Sadar Subdivisiopal Officers of Comilla wag always a Muhammadan P 
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(5) Id th© Hon'bl© the Member aware that Comilla is a Muham- 
anadao centre ? 

(c) Is the Hon'ble the Member aware that at present both tlie 
Subdiviflional OflBcers are Hindus? 

(d) Is the Hon’ble the Member aware that one Subdlvisional Officer 
is serving there for more than three years ? 

(e) Are the Oovernment considering the desii*ability of ap^xiiuting 
a Muhammadan Officer as Subdiviaional Officer at Comilla? 

The HOn’Me Mr. J. DONALD: (a) No. 

(h) Yes. 

(c) Yes. 

(d) Yes. 

(e) It is impossible to regulafe apj)ointments on cumnninal con- 
sideration. OoveiTiment have recently been trying to comply with the 
reciuest that Muhammadan officers shall be provided at as, many stations 
as possible. This object cannof be attained if several Muhammadan 
officers are stationed at the same place- There is already a Muham- 
madan Deputy Collector at Comilla. 


Bengal Tenancy (Ainendment) Bill. 

34. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hon’ble the Member 
in charge of the Department of Revenue be pleased to state what steps 
have been taken to introduco the draft Bill for the amendment of the 
Tenancy Act, published in the Calcutta Gazette? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja K8HAUNI8H CHANDRA RAY Bahadur: 

A Bill for the amendment of the Bengal Tenancy Act is under 
preparation. 


Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill. 

35. Mauivi EKRAMUL HUQ: (a) Will the Hon'ble the Member 
in charge of the D©i>artment of Revenue be pleased to stale whether* any 
steps have been faken t<> place the proposed amendments to the Bengal 
Tenancy Act before the Standing Committee on Land Revenue? 

(6) Is the Hon'ble the Member aware that there is a widespread 
apprehension in the country that Government do not like to afford relief 
to the Ifenantry and have been advised to withhold the introduction of 
the Tenancy Act Amendment Bill from the Council P 

(c) Is it a fact that in the last Council when some Members of the 
Council wanted the introducfSon of the Tenancy Bill, Government was 
pleased to inform the House that the Bill would be introduced after the 
general election? 

8 a 
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(d) If so, will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state the reason 
for the delay in introducing* the Bill P 

The Hen’Ue Maharaja K8HAUNI8H CHANDRA RAY Bahadur; 

(a) and (6) The answer is in the negative. 

(c) On the 4th July, 1923, it was) stated in answer to a question that 
Government were not considering the desirability of introducing the 
Bill during that year as there would be no time to put it through. 

{d) After the publication of the report of the committee appointed to 
consider the amendment of the Bengal Tenancy Act, very many criti- 
cisms were received and it was found necessary to draft a fresh Bill. 
This is now under preparation. 

Mauivi EKRAMUL HUQ: Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to 
state how many months and days the President of the Committee has 
taken over the preparation of his report and further to state when it is 
likely to be received? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja K8HAUNI8H CHANDRA RAY Bahadur; 

It is veiy difficult for me to say anything at the present moment but I 
can only say that the Bill is under consideration. 


Alleged inoonvenience of inhabitants of Banskhali to attend 
Munsif’s Court at Satkania. 

36« Mauivi AMANAT KHAN: (a) Is the Hon^ble the Member in 
charge of the Judicial Department aware that the inhabitants of Bans- 
khali suffer the greatest difficulties in attending the Munsif'e Court at 
Satkania ? 

(6) How many Munsifs are there at Satkania? 

(р) Is it a fact that one of the Munsifs is mi^tained for Banskhali ? 

{d) If so, are the Government considering the '^desirability of estab- 
lishing a Munsif Court at Banskhali, somewhere near Hamdas Munshi's 
Hat, instead of maintaining it at Satkania ? 

Tho Hon’Mo 8ir ABD-UR-RAHIM; (a) Government have no infor- 
mation. 

(6) There are two» Munsifs at Satkania. 

(с) There is no such exclusive arrangement for Banskhali. 

{d) The answer is in the negative. 

Mrs Ja Ml 8EN GUPTA: With regard to answer (a), may I ask the 
Hon’ble Member whether he would attempt to get some information on 
the subject that the inhabitants of Banskhali find the greatest di&culty 
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in attending the Mnnsiff’s court at Satkania? The answer given by the 
Hon’ble Member is that Government have no information. 

Tha Hon’bie Sir ABD-UR-RAHIMs I shall try to find out. 

Guiding factors in determining oases for retrenchment. 

37. Mauivi ABDUR RASGHID KHAN: (a) Will the TIon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Appointment Department be pleased to state 
what are the guiding factors in determining cases of officers for retrench- 
ment P 

(b) What precautions are being taken to prevent favouritism P 

The Hcn^ble Mr. J. DONALD: (a) and (b) The Member is referred 
to Government Resolution No. 3108 A., dated the 16th March, 1923, 
which indicated generally the course of action to be adopted in dealing 
with ofiicers %vhose posts were abolished as a result of retrenchment. 

For defailed information the member should address himself to the 

departments concerned. 

« 

increment in timescale of pay. 

38. Mauivi ABDUR RA8CHID KHAN: Will the Hon’bie the 
Member in charge of the Depai*tment of Finance be pleased to state — 

(i) whether in the time-scale of pay the increment accrues by right 

to the incumbent; and 

(ii) what are the specific causes which would justify withholding 

increments P 

ThO Hon’bie Mr. T. EMERSON: The member is referred to rule 24 
of the Fundamental Rules. 


Memorial from the of Agricultural and Sericultural Offloers. 

39. Mauivi ABDUR RASCHID KHAN: (a) Will the Hon’bie the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries 
be pleased to state whether there is an Association of Agricultural and 
Sericultural Officers of the Department P 

(6) Did they submit a memorial to the Government regarding their 
grievances and the working of the Department P 
(c) If so, what action has been taken on itP 

The Hen’ble Hadji Mr. A. K. ABU AHMED KHAN CHUZNAVI: 

(a) Tes, 

(6) Tes. 

(c) The memorial is under the consideration of Government. 
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40. Mauivi MAHI UDDIN KHAN: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Judicial Department be pleaaed to state 
whether any action is contemplated to be taken in the prt>vince of 
Bengal on the lines of recommendation of the Indian Bar Committee? 

(6) If so, what is the action that is in contemplation? 

The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: (a) and (b) This is a matter 
for the decision of the Government of India. 

Declaration of tracts within which section 76(b) of Bengal Act II of 1882 

is to take effect, 

41. Babu MAHENDRA NATH MAITY: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Depaiimeiit of Irrigation be pleased to state 
whether the notifications issued from time to time under section 6 of 
the Bengal Embankment Act, 1882 (Bengal Act II of 1882), declaring 
the limits of tracts within which the provisions of clause (b) of 
section 76 of the said Act shall take effect, have produced any good 
result in scouring the bed of the rivers in Bengal P 

(b) If ao, will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to lay on the 
table a statement showing in detail the result produced on each river, 
at least on rivers of the Midnapore district? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state whether the 
results, if any, are the same in the case of large and broad rivers as 
in the case of narrow and small rivers P 

(d) Are the Government considering the desirability of allowing 
people to close breaches in the existing private embankments and make 
repairs to damages caused to the said embankments by flood or excess 
rain water? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja K8HAUNI8H CHANDRA RAY Bahadur: 

(a) The notification of rivers under section 76(6) has undoubtedly 
produced good results in preventing deterioration of the rivers. 

(6) It is impossible to state the exact amount of improvement which 
has been effected thereby. In regard to rivers, generally in the Midna* 
pore district, it may be said that their condition is more or less steady. 
Had embankments been allowed everywhere and anywhere, there is not 
the least doubt that these rivers would have deteriorated and some of 
them would have been obliterated by this time. 

tr) The effect of prohibiting embankments is, as a rule, more marked 
in the case of small rivers than in that of large rivers. 

(d) There is nothing to prevent people closing breaches in private 
embankments and making repairs to them, provided no addition is made. 
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42. Babu MAHENDRA NATH MAITY: (a) Will tli<> Hon’bl^ the 
Member in charge of the Department of Finance be pleased to state 
when and why the payment was stopped of the annual Salt Mushahara 
of Rs. 14,691-8-7-3 Sicca payable by the Government to the descendants 
of Baja Ananda Narain Boy of Tamluk, the late Zamindar of the 
Tamluk Pargana, district Midi^poreP 

(6) Are the Government considering the desirability of restoring the 
payment of this Salt Mushahara to the descendants of Baja Ananda 
Narain Boy? 

The Hon’ble Mr. T. EMERSON, (a) The Mushahara was payable to 
the Zamindar of Tamluk as salary for services rendered to Government 
in connection with the manufacture of salt by them. It ceased to be 
payable when manufacture was relinquished, and was discontinued in 
1869. 

(b) No. 


Copyists and typists of courts. 

43. Babu MAHENDRA NATH MAITY: (a) Is the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Judicial Department aware that the copyists 
who get half the value of the folios used in making copies, as their 
remuneration, are not paid half or any portion of the excess price of 
these folios due to the increase in the price of each folio from 3 annas 
to 4 annas ? 

(b) Are the Government considering the desirability of giving half 
of this excess price to their copyists? 

The Hon’Ue Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: (a) Copyists and typists were 
paid at the rate of 2 annas per folio when the price of each folio was 
3 annas. Their remuneration has remained the same with the increase 
of its price to 4 annas. The extra anna realised has been devoted partly 
towards the establishment of a Provident Fund for their benefit to 
which Government contributes 1 anna for every anna subscribed by 
copyists and typists. 

(6) The question of increasing the remuneration of copyists and 
typists is under consideration. 

Re-exoavation of Saraswati and Kana-Nadi. 

44. Babu TAAAKNATH MUKERJEA: (a) Will the Hon1>le the 
Member in charge of the Department of Irrigation be pleased to state 
whether there is any* scheme for the re-excavation of the rivers Saras* 
wati and Kana-Nadi in the districts of Howrah and HooghlyP 

(b) If so, will the work be taken up soon? 
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The Hofi’ble MahanUa K8HAUNI8H CHANDRA RAY Bahadur; 

(a) Yes. The scheme is under the consideration of Government at the 
present moment. 

(6) Work will be taken up when funds can be provided. 

Alleged grievances of Jetedars of Jalpaiguri cBstriot- 

45. Mr. PRA8ANNA DEB RAIKAT: Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Department of Revenue be pleased to state 
the result of the recent inquirj^ made by Mr. D. H. Lees, c.s.i., i.c.s.^ 
in the Government khas mahal land in the Western Duars of the 
Jalpaiguri district in respect of the alleged grievances of the tenants 
as set out in unstarreil question No. 17 put by me in the last Council 
on the 15th August, 1923, and in the replies given thereto by the 
then Hon'ble Member of Land Revenue, the Mahafajadhiraja Bahadur 
of 15urdwan, and in respect of the lesolutions passed in an ordinary 
meeting by the tenants of the Duars, which were submitted to the said 
Mr. D. H. Lees on the 8th April, 1924? 

Tho Hon’ble Maharaja K8HAUNI8H CHANDRA RAY Bahadur; 

As the result of the inquiry made by the Hon’ble Member, Board of 
Revenue, orders are being issued as follows: — 

(i) Clause 4 of the form of lease for use in jdtes held under mal-jote 
leases granted subsequent to the promulgation of the Arable Waste 
Land Rules of 1888 is being modified so as to make it clrar that 
transfers of jotes or shares of jotes may be made to persons intending 
to reside on or near the jote without the previous sanction of the 
Deputy Conxmissioner. 

{ii) The practice of taking salami on transfers of jotes is being 
stopped. 

{Hi) Orders are being issued that no penalty shall be imposed for 
failure to register a transfer until after the expiry of two months from 
the date of transfer; and that, in cases in which a longer delay is 
satisfactorily explained, the penalty may be remitted. 

{iv) To prevent hardship when land is acquired for public purposes,, 
instructions are being issued that in eases of hardship the question of 
allowing compensation for the loss of land, in addition to the compensa- 
tion allowed for buildings and crops, shall be referred to Government. 

Applioatjon of two Members of Bengal Legislative Counoil for 
permissjofi to manufaoture salt, v" 

46. BlAu ABANISH CHANDRA RAY: Wik the. Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Department of Finance Ibe pleased to state 
what orders have been passed on the applications of Dr. J. M. Das 
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Gupta, M.L.C., and Babu Satyendra Chandra Mitra, m.l.c., for permis- 
sion to manufacture salt addressed to the Magistrates of Midnapore and 
Noakhali, respectively? 

The Hon’bte Mfi T. EMERSON* The applications have not yet been 
submitted to Government. 

Commissioner under Workmen’s Compensation Aot. 

47. Mr. K. C. RAY CHAUDHURI: Will the Hon’ble the Member 
in charge of the Department of Commerce be pleased to state — 

(i) what steps the Government contemplate taking to appoint a 

Commissioner under section 20 of the Workmen’s Compensa- 
tion Act, 1923 (VIII of 1923); and 

(ii) what are the qualifications prescribed for the appointment? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of COMMERCE and 
INDUSTRIAL SUBJECTS (the Hon’ble Mr. T. Emerson): (i) Govern- 
ment propose to appoint, in the first stages of the administration of the 
Act, one whole-time Commissioner for the whole of the Presidency. 

(n) Experience as a Magistrate or Judge, especially in industrial 
aieas in Bengal, combined with a knowledge of the law and practice 
relating to Workmen’s Compensation in England. 

Prosecutions under Faotories Aot. 

48. Mr. K. C. RAY CHAUDHURI: Will the Hon’ble the Member 
in charge of the Department of Commerce be pleased to state — 

(i) how many prosecutions were launched under the amended 

Factories Act within the last six months; and 

(ii) what were the oifences for which those prosecutions were 

instituted ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. T. EMERSON: (i) Twenty-five. 


Cases. 


(ii) Under section 18 (5).— For not fencing machinery . . . . 1 

Under sectiQm,22 — For employing labour on Sunday con- 
trary to the requirements of the Act. 1 

Under section 23 (a). — For employing children without certi- 
ficate^ . 6 

Under sectiim23 For employing children for more than six 

hours in any one day . 5 

XThder section 24 (a). — ^for en^loying women before 5-30 a.m. 2 
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Under eection 26,— *>For empIo 3 dng labour beyond specified 

hours. 8 

Under section 34, Buie 71 of the Bengal Factories Rules, 1 

1923. — For not reporting an accident. 

Under Section 43 (a) — For wilfully obstructing the Inspector in 

the exercise of his power. 1 


Total • . 25 


Translation and publioation of Workmen’s Compensation Aot. 

49. Mr. K. G. RAY CHAUDHURi: Is the Hon’ble the Member in 
tjharge of the Department of Commerce considering the desirability of 
publishing the Workmen’s Compensation Act, 1923, in vernacular for 
the information of workmen affected by the ActP 

The Hon’ble Mr. T. EMERSON S The Workmen’s Compensation Act, 
1923, has been translated into Bengali and copies of the translated 
Act are on sale at the Bengal Secretariat Book Depot at Re. 1-2 per 
vopy. The translation was published in the Bangali, Basumati^ Banga^ 
h<isi and the Moslem HitaUhu 


Cases of thefts and dacoities in BakarganJ. 

50. Rai SATYENDRA NATH ROY CHAUDHURI Bahadur; (a) 

Will the Hon’ble the Member in charge of the Department of Police be 
pleased to lay on the table a statement showing for the year 1923-24 — 

(i) the numbers of thefts and dacoities committed in the district 

of Bakarganj ; 

(ii) the number of cases that were detected ; and 

(m) the names of the officers through whose tact and skill those 
cases were detected? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state whether the 
officers referred to in (a) {Hi) have been rewarded for their services P 

(c) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state whether success- 
ful work on the part of these officers is duly considered in the matter of 
their promotion ? 

{d) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state whether the 
abilities and merits of the supervising and guiding officer are recognised, 
recorded and rewarded P If so, in vfhat way P 
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The Hon’ble Mr. J. DONALD: (a) (i) and (n) The figures for the 
year 1923 are as follows • 

Thefts reported, 923; detected, 220. 

Burglaries reported, 2,703; detected, 69. ^ 

Dacoities reported, 36; detected, 16. 

(tit) Government are not prepared to supply this information; it 
would not be in the interests of the Department to do so. 

(6) Does not arise. 

(c) Yes. 

(d) Yes, by rewards and commendations and in exceptional cases by 
promotion. 


Registers of births and deaths. 

51. Rai SATYENDRA NATH ROY CHAUDHURI Bahadur: (a) 

Will the Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Local 
Self-Government (Public Health) be pleased to state — 

(i) whether the registers of births and deaths kept in all police- 

stations are destroyed after three years in this province; and 

(ii) whether it is a fact that questions of age and of the dates of 

deaths frequently arise both in Civil and Criminal cases in 
this province? 

(6) Are the Government considering the desirability of permanently 
preserving these registers ? 

The Hon’ble Hadji Mr. A. K. ABU AHMED KHAN CHUZNAVi; 

(a) (i) The procedure for the preservation of these registers was not 
uniform. In some districts the registers were preserved permanently, 
while in others they were destroyed from time to time, 

(n) Yes. 

(b) Instructions were issued in October, 1923, to maintain these 
registers for 30 years. 

Number of suits in Pirojpur and Patuakhali subdivisions. 

52. Rai SATYENDRA NATH ROY QHAUDHURI Bahadur: (a) 

Will the Hon’ble the Member in charge of the Judicial Department be 
pleased to lay on the table a statement showing separately for the last 
three years the number of title suits returned by the Munsifs of the 
Pirojpur and Patuakhali subdivisions in the district of Baka^rganj P 
(b) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to lay on the table a 
statement showing separately for the last three years the number of rent 
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suits and money suits valued at above Rs. 1,000 and below Rs. 2,000 
instituted in the court of the 1st Munsif, Barisal, from the jurisdiction 
of Pirojpur and Patuakhali subdivisions? 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of appointing a 
munsif having powers to try suits valued up to Rs. 2,000 to each of these 
subdivisions P 

The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: (n) and (6) Statements are laid, 
on the table. 

(c) The matter will be considered. 

Statevient referred to in the reply to unstarred question No, S2, showin(j 
the number of title suits returned by the Munsif s of Pirojpur and 
Patmakhali subdivisions iu the district of Baharganj during the 
last 3 years, 

NameR of Munsifis. 1921. 1922. 1922. 

Pirojpur .. .. .. 12 17 16 

Patuakhali . . . . . . 2 2 3 

Statement referred to in the reply to unstarred queMion No, 52 ^ showing the 
number of rent and money suits valued at above Ms, IflOO and below 
Ms, 2,000 instituted in the Munsif s 1st Court, Barisal from the jurisdic- 
tion of Pirojpur and Patuakhali subdivisions during the last 3 years. 



1921. 

1922. 

1923. 

NameB of Munsifis. 

t \ 




Rent. Money. 

Rent. Money. 

Rent. Money. 

Pirojpur 

3 5 

4 1 

14 2 

Patuakhali 

13 8 

2 7 

10 7 


Retrenchment Committee’s recommendations regarding Inspectors 
and Sub- Inspectors of Excise. 

53. Rai SATYENDRA NATH ROY CHOUDHURI Bahadur: (a) 

Will the Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Agricul- 
ture and Industries be pleased to state whether his attention has been 
drawn to paragraphs 19 — 22 of the Retrenchment Committee’s Report? 

(h) How many posts of Inspector and Sub-Inspector have been 
abolished as a result of the recommendations made in the said para- 
graphs ? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state whether effect 
has been given in full to those recommendations? 

(d) If effect has not been given in full, will the Hon’ble the Minister 
be pleased to state the reasons for this? 

(e) Are the Government proposing to reconsider those recommendar- 
tions ? 
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The HonHile Hadji Mr. A. K. ABU AHMED KHAN CHUZNAVIs 

(a) Yes. 

(b), (c) and (d) The recommendation of the Bengal Retrenchment 
Committee for the abolition of the special staff of 6 Inspectors, 25 Snb- 
Inspectors, etc., in paragraph 19 of their report was made under a mis- 
apprehension, as there was no such special staff of Salt Inspectors and 
Sub-Inspectors. These oflSicers belong to the regular staff in the 
amalgamated Excise and Salt Department and their numbers hare been 
found to be the irreducible minimum required in the saliferous districts. 

As regards the recommendation of the Committee for reduction in 
the number of Inspectors of Excise and Salt in paragraph 22 of their 
report, Government have accepted the principle that where the number 
of Sub-Inspectors did not exceed 10 there was no need to place one 
Inspector between them and the Superintendent of Excise. According 
to this principle the number of Inspectors was to be reduced by 9, but 
Government having decided with reference to paragraph 21 of the same 
report that excise work in 11 districts, instead of 3, should be in charge 
of Inspectors of Excise and Salt, the net reduction decided upon was only 
one post in the cadre of Inspectors. It has also been decided that these 
orders should be given effect to gradually by the retirement of officers 
who have attained 55 years of age or who have earned a retiring pension 
after 30 years' service and by the suspension of recruitment. Up to 
date 6 Superintendents have been replaced by Inspectors and the post of 
an Inspector has been abolished. 

(e) The question does not arise. 


Date of introduction of the Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill. 

54. Mauivi RAJIB UDDIN TARAFDAR; Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Department of Land Revenue be pleased to 
state whether, and, if so, when, the Bengal Tenancy Amendment Bill 
will be introduced in the Council ? ^ 

The Hon’ble Maharaja K8HAUNI8H CHANDRA RAY Bahadur: 

The Bill is under preparation, but will not be ready before next cold 
weather. 


Agricultural loans to flood-affected people of Bogra. 

55. Mauivi RAJIB UDDIN TARAFDAR; Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Department of Revenue be pleased to state — 
(i) the amount of donations and agricultural loan given to the flood- 
afflicted people of the Bogra district after the last heavy 
flood; 

(it) whether interest was realised for those loans ; and 
(Hi) if so, what was the rate of such interest ? 
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The Hen’bto MahamJa K8HAUNI8H CHANDRA RAY Befiadiir: 

(i) A sum of Rs. 44,718 was spent on gratuitous relief, and loans 
amounting to Rs. 3,02,000 were granted. 

(it) and (iii) According to the rules, interest at per cent, per 
annum has been or will be realised on the loans. 


GOVERNMENT BUSINESS. 

Demands for grants. 

The discussion on 41. — Civil Works was then resumed. 

Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: Sir, we all know that Scotchmen 
are good as Financial Experts, but I find that Mr. Donald is very good 
in advocacy. There are certain matters in the Memorandum, which he 
has sent lound, with which I think very few of us will have any quarrel; 
for instance, on page 2 he speaks about the wastage in rent. On the 
same page he remarks that most of the Police buildings are insanitary. 
I have pi-actically visited every building in Calcutta in my professional 
capacity and I can say that they are insanitary. Assuming that this is 
so and that there is necessity for better sanitary arrangements for 
policemen, tho question is how to raise the money for this building for 
the policemen. There are two proposals — one is to raise a loan and the 
other is to spend from the unspent balances of the year. What I wish 
to join voice with him about is that he says that, as the amount required 
for the service of the loan would be practically equivalent to the amount 
now paid in rent, there would thus be no actual saving in the annual 
charges of Government until the close of the thirty-year period. On 
page 2 he says that Rs. 1,44,000 will be saved on account of rents, and 
in addition the money that has to be spent for the purpose of repairs. 
Taking the whole sum together it will amount to Rs. 2,00,000. He 
rejects the question of raising a loan, because he says it is non-produc- 
tive work, but two lines afterwards he says but even apart from this 
principle the financing of this scheme from our balances will be really 
X)roductive.” What is non-productive in one sentence and becomes pro- 
ductive two sentences afterwards; it is for Mr, Donald to say how. Sir, 
we are told that we do not understand English sometimes, but here in 
one sentence he says that it is unremunerative and in another he says it 
is productive. Then the question is how to get the money for the purpose 
of the building. My proposition is that it would be better to take a loan 
lather than to meet the expenditure from the unspent balances. 
Mr. Donald says that by utilising our balances as against taking a loan, 
the saving is effected within two years as against 30 years. That is a 
proposition which is very difficult to understand because, while we do 
commit ourselves to 30 years, paying interest at the rate of about 
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Rs. 1,30,000 a year, we can utilise the balances for the improvement of 
the transferred subjects. Then the question is where are these balances. 
I say that these balances have been mortgaged three times over. Three 
years ago Sir John Kerr said that the money would be spent for trans- 
ferred subjects. During the budget discussion this year Mr. C. R. Das 
raised the same question and asked for the raising of loans to meet tho 
requirements of the transferred departments. I submit that practically 
there is no balance. The best way, I think, is to get these buildings for 
the policemen by raising a loan. There is another proposition which 
I would suggest to Mr. Donald. There is one sentence on page 4 of his 
memorandum in which it is said that the northern portion of the Alma 
House has been sold to the Calcutta Corporation for Rs. 2,88,000. I say 
why not spend this sum and an additional Rs. 50,000 for the purchaae 
of land and then ask some contractors to build on it, giving them some 
concessions in the shape of long contracts and low interest. 

Mr. PRESIDENTS The time is up. 

The Hon’ble Mr. J. DONALD; I want to make a suggestion. 

Mr. PRESIDENT. But the time-limit for this demand is over 
Dr. Roy has taken the full 7 minutes left. 

Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY. If you had pulled me up earlier 
I would have stopped. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: But you were entitled to speak for 15 minutes and! 
I could not stop you. 

The Hon’ble Mr. J. DONALD: I simply desire to make a suggestion. 
It is this : that if these demands for Police buildings be passed by the- 
Council out of the money in the surplus balances, about Rs. 17J lakhs 
will be earmarked for the purposes of subjects other than those under the- 
Members of the Executive Council. 

Mr. C. R. DA8: If Mr. Donald would accept the suggestion that the- 
Rs. 17,50,000 which is proposed to be spent for subjects of the transferred 
departments should be put in the hands of a committee elected by the* 
House, then we can accept his proposal. Simply earmarking' 
Rs. 17,50,000 for transferred subjects is too vague. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: As a result of yesterday’s voting, there are not. 
going to be any transferred subjects. 

Mr. Ca Ra DA8: But the result has not yet been declared. How cazb 
we take notice of what has not been declared, 

Mr.PRE8IDENT:I am afraid there will be no Ministers after towlaj^ 
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Mr. C. R. DASS Bai liov can we act without knowing the resuItP 
That depends on the Governnient and not on us. It depends upon the 
legal advice the Government get. 

The Hon*ble Mr, J. DONALD: I said subjects other than those 
\ind^r the Members of the Executive Council. I cannot accept the condi- 
tion that this money should be handed over to a committee. 

The motion of Kumar Shib Shekhareswar Bay was then put and a 
division taken with the following result: — 


AYESe 


ahamad, Maulvl Atlmuddln. 

Mimad, Maulvl Tayebuddin. 
ahmad, Maulvl Zannaar. 

Ml, Maulvl Sayyad Sultan. 

Bagohl, Babu ivamas Chandra* 
Banarjaa, Dr. Pramathanath. 
Sanarjaa, Babu Satya Klahara. 
Banarjaa, Mr. M C. 

Bata, Babu Bajoy Krlahna. 
ChakravartI, Mr. Byamkat. 
ChakravortI, Babu JogIndra Chandra. 
Chakravarty, Babu iudartan. 
Dhattarjaa, Babu Umas Chandra. 
Chaudhurl, Ral Harandranath. 
Chaudhury, Maulvl Md. Nurul Huq. 
Chaudhury, Maulvl Salyad Midur Rab. 
Chundar, Mr. Nlrmal Chandra. 

Bat, Dr. Mahinl Mohan. 

Das, Mr. C. R. 

Das Gupta, Dr..J. M. 

Datta, Babu M(hll Chandra. 
tDey, Babu Boroda Prasad. 

Caffur, Maulvl Rbdul. 

Oanguly, Babu Khagandra Nath. 
Haidar, Mr. 8. N. 

Haq, Shah Syed Emdadul. 

Hoqua, Maulvl Sayadal. 

Wossaln, Maulvl Wahad. 

Huq, Maulvl Ekramul. 

Joardar, Maulvl Mtab Hotsaln. 

Khan, Babu Debandra Lai. 

Khan, Maulvl Midur Rasohid. 


Khan, Maulvl Mnanat. 

Khan, Maulvl Mahl Uddin, 
Mahammad, Maulvl Basar. 

Malty, Babu Mahandra Nath. 

MItra, Babu dogandra Nath. 

Mitra, Babu Satyandra Chandra. 
Mukarjaa, Babu Taraknath. 

Naskar, Babu Ham Chandra. 

NeogI, Babu Manmohon. 

Quadar, Maulvl Abdul. 

Ralkut, Mr. Prasanna Dbb. 

Ray, Babu Abanish Chandra. 

Ray, Babu Millbaran. 

Ray, Babu Surtndra Nath. 

Ray, Dr. Kumud Sankar. 

Ray, Kumar ShIb Shakharaswar. 

Roy, Babu Manmatha Nath. 

Roy, Babu Sateowripatl. 

Roy, Dr. Bldhan Chandra. 

Roy, Mr. D. N. 

Roy, Mr. KIran Sankar. 

Roy Choudhurl, Ral Bahadur Satyendra 
Nath. 

Sarkar, Babu Hamanta Kumar. 

Barker, Babu Nallniranjan. 

Sarkar, Maulvl Amah Buksh. 

Sasmal, Mr. B. N. 

San, Mr. N. C. 

San Gupta, Mr. J. M. 

Suhrawardy, Mr. H. S. 

Tarafdar, Maulvl RaJIb Uddin. 


NOES. 


JMdams-Wllllams, Mr. C. 
dWay, Mr. S. Mahboob. 

Band, Mr. R. N. 

Banarjaa, Ral Bahadur Ablnash Chandra. 
Barma, Ral Sahib Panohanan. 

Bag, Khan Bahadur MIria Shuja'at All. 
Cholnuddin, Khan Bahadur Maulvl Md. 
Bhowdhury, Maulvl Failal Karim. 

Cohan, Mr. D. J. 

Cooper, Mk C. 0. 

Corooran, Mr. B. 4, 

Currie, Mr. W. 0. 

Das, Babu Cbaru Chandra. 

Day, Mr. 0. G. 

Donald, the Hon*bla Mr. J. 

Ooss, Rai Bahadur Pyarl Lai. 


DUtt, Mr. G. 8. 

Eddls, Mr. B. E. a 
Emarsan, the Hon'bla Mr. T. 

FaroquI, Khan Bahadur K. G. M. 

Ghuznavl, the Hon'bla Hadji Mr. Al K. Abu 
Ahmad Khaii. 

Godfrey, Sir George. 

Goanka, Babu Badridas. 

Goode, Mr. S. W. 

Gordon, Mr. A. D. 

Guha, Mr. P. N. 

Haq, Khan Bahadur KazI Zahlrul. 

Heard, Major General R. 

Hostaln, Khan Bahadur Maulvl Mueharruf. 
Huq, the Hon’bla Maulvl A. K. Fail-ul. 
slamas, Mr. F. E. 
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Jametdiif Mr. A. K. 

KhalUn, Bftbu Ml Protad. 

Uil MabanHimdf Hajl. 
t4iw, RAla AMbte CiM. 

Alddell, Mr. H. 0. 

Marr, Mr. A. 

Maslh, Mr. Sytd M. 

Mebtrly, Mr. A. N. 

MorMio, Or. H. W. B. 

Oaten, Mr. E. F. 

Pheipe, Mr. T. J. 

PhIHp, Mr. J. Y. 

IVahlifi, the Hen'ble Sir Abd-ur-. 

The Ayes beinjr 62 and the Noes 


Bbhman, Mr. Al f. 

Ray, Babu'Nastndra Nbrayan. 

Ray, the Mon'ble Maharaja Bahadur 
Kehaunith Chandra. 

Roy, Mr. S. N. 

Roy, Mr. Tarit Bhutan. 

Roy Chaudhury, Babu Brajondra KIthoro. 
Salam, Khan Bahadur Mauivi AOdus. 
Skinner, Mr. S. A. 

Swan, Mr. J. A. L. 

Travort, Mr. W. L. 

Vllllors, Mr. Edward. 

Woodhoad, Mr. J. A. 

56, the motion was carried. 


The motion of the Hon’ble Hadji Mr, A. K. Abu Ahmed Khan Ghuz- 
navi was not put as it was covered by the foregoing decision of the 
CWncil. 


The Hon’ble Hadji Mr. A. K. Abu AHMED KHAN CHUZNAVI: I 

beg to move that a sum of Rs. 1,50,000 be voted under the head “ 41. — 
Civil Work ” for houses of detention in Calcutta and Howrah. 

The following motions were called but not moved : — 

Babu NALINIRANilAN BARKER, SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HUQ, 
Babu MANMATHA NATH ROY, Mr. D, N. ROY, Babu AKHIL 
CHANDRA DATTA, Mr. J.M. SEN CUPTA, Mr. KIRAN 8ANKAR 
ROY, and Mauivi Md. NURUL HUQ CHAUDHURY: That the 
demand for Rs. 1,50,000 under the head ‘41. — Civil Works ^ for houses 
of detention in Calcutta and Howrah, be refused.’^ 

Babu KHAGENDRA NATH GANGULY: “That the demand for 
Rs. 1,50,000 under the head ‘ 41. — Civil Works ' for houses of detention 
in Calcutta and Howrah, be reduced by Rs. 50,000.'' 

The motion of the Hon'ble Hadji Mr. A. K. Ahmed Khan Ohuznavi 
was then put and agreed to. 


85.— Construction of Irrigation, Navigation, Embankment and Drainage 
works (not charged to Revenue). 

The Hon’ble Maharaja K8HAUNI8H CHANDRA RAY Bahadur: 

I move that a sum of Rs. 59,000 be granted for expenditure 
under the head “ 55. — Construction of Irrigation, Navigation, Embank- 
ment and Drainage Works (not charged to Revenue) " in connection 
with the payment of enhanced compensation for land acquisition, Grand 
Trunk Canal Project. 

I understand that a memorandum has been circulated setting forth 
the details and I have nothing further to add. 


10 
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The following motion was called but not moved : — 

Mr. J. M. SEN CUPTA, Mr. KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY, Mauivi Md. 
NURUL HUQ CHAUDHURY, and Mr. D. N. ROY: “That the 
demand for Rs. 69,000 under the head ‘ 55. — Construction of Irrigation, 
Navigation, Embankment and Drainage Works (not charged to Revenue) ' 
in connection with the payment of enhanced compensation for land 
acquisition. Grand Trunk Canal Project, be refused.” 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: I move that the demand 
for Rs. 59,()(K) under Ihe head “55. — Construction of Irrigation, Navi- 
gation, Eml)ankment and Drainage Works (not charged to Revenue)’* 
ill connection with the Grand Trunk Canal Project, be reduced by Re. 1. 
^ My objec't in bringing this motion is to know the position of Govern- 
ment in respect to the Grand Trunk Canal Project. 

Kumar 8HIB SHEKHARE8WAR RAY: Before I enter into the mer- 
its of the amendment permit me on behalf of the landlords of Bengal to 
accord our heartiest w’elcome to the Ilon’ble Maharaja Bahadur of Nadia 
on his appointment as the Member in charge of tlie Land Revenue 
Administration of Bengal. This is a branch of administration for which 
our community has a special aptitude by instinct and by tradition and it 
IS in the fitness of things that His Majesty has been graciously pleased 
to select one of the premier landlords of Bengal as its head. Sir, the 
zamindars of Bengal rejoice at the selection and we gratefully appreci- 
ate the fact that it is an honour to the entire zamindar community. I 
pray to God that the Maharaja will justify his appointment and main- 
tain the high traditions of his exalted office as w^ell as of the community 
to which he belongs. 

Now, Sir, coming to the motion I have nothing further to add to 
what has been said by the previous speakers. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: An excellent speech, Kumar Sahib. 

The motion of Rai Harendranath Chaudhuri was then put and lost. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Maharaja Kshaunish Chandra Ray Baha- 
dur wras then put and agreed to. 

Report of Committee on Public Accounts, 1022-23. 

The Hon’ble Mr. T. EMER80N: I have the honour to lay before the 
Council the reports of the Bengal Legislative Committee on Public 
Accounts on the Audit and Appropriation Reports for the year 1922-2^ 
and to move that the excesses mentioned therein under the major head» 
be granted. 

The motion that the excesses mentioned in the reports of the Bengal 
Legislative Committee on Public Accounts on the Audit and Appropria- 
tion Reports for the year 1922-23 under the major heads be granted was 
then put and agreed to. 
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The Bengal Tenam^ < A ma nd Wient) Bill, IMM. 

The Han'Ma Maharaja K8HAUNI8H CHANDRA RAY Bahadur: 

1 do not want to introduce the Bill. 

The Bill not being introduced the following motions were not put; — 

The Hon'ble Maharaja K8HAUNI8H CHANDRA RAY Bahadur: 

to move that the said Bill be taken into consideration. 

Rai 8ATYENDRA NATH ROY CHAUDHURI Bahadur to move 
that in clause 2 of the Bill to the proposed sub-section (5) in section 20, 
the following be added, namely : — 

Provided that this shall not in any way aft'ect any contract 
entered into bond fide between the landlord and tenant for 
the purix)se of reclamation or in the land reclaimed by the 
landlord.” 

The Hon’ble Maharaja K8HAUNISH CHANDRA RAY Bahadur: 

to move that the Bill, as settled in Council, be passed. 


The Howrah Bridge Billi 1924. 

The Hon’ble Hadji Mr. A. K. ABU AHMED KHAN GHUZNAVI: 

I beg to introduce a Bill to provide for the construction, maintenance 
and control of a new bridge across the river Hooghly between Calcutta 
and Howrah. 

It has received the previous sanction of the Governor-General and 
has been published in the Calcutta Gazette, 

I would remind the members of this Council that the subject of 
replacing the present Howrah Bridge by a new one has been under dis- 
cussion since the year 1909. The present bridge was completed in 
December, 1874, and opened to traffic in February, 1875. It had there- 
fore been in existence for 34 years when the necessity for its replace- 
ment first arose. Since then 15 years have passed during which the 
structure of the bridge has rapidly deteriorated, and a new bridge wlvich 
was then considered to be necessary has now become an urgent question, 
to be treated with expedition if the City of Calcutta is to avoid the 
possibility of being left without a bridge at all. 

During the 15 years various Committees have been constituted, 
and have made recommendations which for one reason or another have 
been rejected or put aside. 

In the year 1921 a new factor entered the field. This was the ques- 
tion of the necessity or otherwise of providing an opening span in the 

10 a 
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bridge to permit sea-going, yessels to pass it. A Comn^ittee investi- 
gated this point and reported that an opening span was not essential 
and that it might be omitted* The result of this recommendation was 
to open afresh the question of the type of bridge to be constructed. Till 
then the generally accepted opinion of engineers had been that a floating 
bridge offered facilities for providing an opening span which were not 
possessed by any type of fixed bridge with a clear span from shore 
to shore of the river Hooghly. 

The new factor in the problem allowed of the reconsideration of 
various types of bridge which had from time to time been suggested, 
and in November, 1921, another Committee, over which Sir Rajendra 
Nath Mukherjee presided, was constituted to recommend to Govern- 
jnent the form of bridge which should be constructed. 

In 1922 this Committee after due consideration, and after weighing 
the merits and demerits of all types, recommended a cantilever bridge, 
with a clear span from bank to bank of the river in order to avoid 
obstruction to river traffic. 

A rough estimate of the cost of such a bridge was obtained from 
the Consulting Engineer to the Secretary of State for India and in 
October, 1922, an officer of the Public Works Department was deputed 
to examine the project and give an estimate of its total cost including 
the cost of approaches, land and compensation for buildings and for 
the interests of docking companies. 

When his figures had been obtained still another Committee was 
formed to examine and recommend measures for financing the scheme, 
and this Committee submitted its report in June, 1923. 

Government have embodied the recommendations of all these Com- 
mittees in the Bill which is now before the House and I think that 
members will realise that they have not framed it without very serious 
consideration of the requirements of the City of Calcutta. 

This Bill now before the House is to provide by means of taxation, 
the amount of money required to build a cantilever bridge which Gov- 
ernment are advised is the best type to meet the case. When the Bill 
is referred to a Select Committee it will be for that Committee to 
decide what amount of money ’’ can be spent on the bridge, that is, 
the amount of money which they consider to be within the taxable 
capacity of Calcutta for the purpose. Having come to a decision on 
this point they will make a recommendation to the Council who can 
then decide to accept or reject the Committee’s recommendation. 
When the amount which the Council is prepared to agree to, is decided, 
it will be time to consider what form of bridge can be built for the money. 

Leaving aside the .superiority of any particular form of bridge, it is 
now for the members of this Council to consider a measure to finance a 
project for providing a new bridge in place of the existing one, 
which is admittedly past its work. 
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That there is urgency to do so is, I think, also generally admitted. 

The present bridge is being tinkered and patched as demands 
require but the tinie must come, and come very quickly now. when 
temporary measures to keep an old bridge in serviceable condition will 
not snfljce. 

I press, therefore, with all the emphasis at my command, that the 
Council should facilitate the passage of a Bill to provide a bridge 
through the stages through which it must pass before it can become 
law. 

Even after this, or any modified form of Bill is passed by the 
Council it will still take 3 or 4 years to bring a new bridge into beings 
and meanwhile the present one may cease to exist. 

Should you disagree with the provisions of the Bill before you on 
the supposition that some less costly form of bridge will meet the 
case, or in the conviction that the burden of taxation to be imposed 
is t</6 great to be borne, the remedy still lies in your hands. 

Afrei introduction the next stage will be the circulation of the 
Bill for public opinion. The opinions received will then be considered 
by the Select Committee, to which I shall presently ask your x>ermission 
to refer the Bill. If that permission is accorded the Select Committee 
will not sit till at least 3 months’ time has been given for collecting 
opinions. 

After consideration in Select Committee the members will have 
a further opportunity for discussion and amendment, when the report 
of the Committee is presented to the Council. 

It will, therefore, be patent to every one that the members of the 
Council will have ample opportunity to voice their views and, if they 
consider it desirable to pass the Bill in a considerably amended form. 

What I do wish to impress on you is that any further delay lhat 
may be caused, either by deferring discussion or by rejecting the 
Bill in toto, is fraught with grave consequences which may fall 
suddenly on the inhabitants of Calcutta and relegate the premier City 
of India to a lowly position which would be little to her taste. As 
an illustration of the consequences of delay I may say that we have 
now before us an inquiry from the Howrah Bridge Commissioners 
whether the new bridge will be in commission in the course of the 
next 6 or 6 years. 

If so, it will be necessary to spend immediately a sum of over 
4 lakhs of rupees to replace worn out parts of the present bridge. 

If the passage of the Bill is likely to be delayed, with a consequent 
delay in constructing tl'.e bridge, it will be necessary to spend 7 lakhs 
instead of 4. 

Now the^ Councir may say it does not effect them if the Howrah 
Bridge Commissioners have to spend those large sums, but I assure 
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you it does, for this expenditure eventually falls on the taxpayer of 
whom you are the representatives. 

The responsibility for passing or rejecting this Bill will now rest 
on your shoulders and in your future dealings with it T ask you to 
bear in mind that it is not a measure to be treated lightly, or to be 
opposed without very sufficient reasons but that it is a serious question 
to be considered on its merits in its relation to the vital necessities 
of Calcutta, which depends for her prosperity and welfare largely on 
the efficiency of her communications with the rest of India. 

The Government of Bengal have done their share by eliciting the 
opinions of experts on the practical and financial aspects of the 
questions and placing those opinions before you for your consideration 
They are further prepared to contribute towards the cost of the bridge. 
The rest they must leave to you. You are the representatives of the 
people who must decide what is best for their interests, and on you 
must rest the responsibility for your decision whatever it may be. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Hand in your Bill, please, Mr. Ghuznavi. 

The Secretaiy then read the short title of the Bill. 

The Hon’ble Hadji Mr. A. K. ABU AHMED KHAN GHUZNAVI: 

I move that the Bill be referred to a Select Committee consisting of the 
Hoii^ble Mr. J. Donald, Mr. G. G. Dey, Mr. H. C. Liddell, Mr. J. A. 
Woodhead, Sir George Godfrey, Mr. C. It. Das, Mr. 8. Mahboob Aley, 
Mr. W. C. Currie, Babu Surendra Nath Bay, Babu Badridas Goenka 
and llie mover witli instructions to submit their report for presentation 
to the Council as soon as possible, the quorum to consist of 5 members. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I understand that Mr. Das does not wish to 
serve on the Select Committee. So you need not include his name in 
the list. 

Mr. C. R. DAS: No, not on this committee. 

The Hon’ble Hadji Mr. A. K. ABU AHMED KHAN GHUZNAVI: 

Very well. 

Babu SATYENDRA CHANDRA MITRA: I move that the following 
names be added to the names proposed, namely : — ^Mr. C. R. Das, Sir 
Prova^sh Chunder Mitter, Raja Reshee Case Law, Mr. Huseyn Shaheed 
Suhrawardy, Babu Naliniranjan Sarker, Babu Khagendra Nath Ganguly, 
Dr. Pramathanath Banerjea, Babu Bijoy Krishna Bose, Babu Taraknath 
Mukerjea, Babu Satyendra Nath Mitra, Mr. A. C. Banerjee, Mr. N. 

C. Sen and Maulvi Md. Jfurul Huq Chaudhuiy. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You practically double the humber of names that 
are in the original list, williout notice. 
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Balm SATYENDRA OHANDRA MITRA: I submit, Sir, that it 
is the recognised custom that in appointing committees the stiengih of 
parties represented in the Council should be taken into consideration. 
I think, Sir, it is the approved custom in all public bodies. The (Gov- 
ernment element in the proposed Select Committee is not inconsiderable. 
Sir, and I wish to add the new names only by way of representing the 
adequate strength of public opinion thereon. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I am not putting it from that point of view. 
My i>oii)t of view is that you originally gave notice of 7 new names 
as in the list of business, but now you bring forward G more new n nnes 
on the paper. I do not understand why you now submit these new 
names without notice. You thereby take the House by surprise. 

Babu SATYENDRA CHANDRA MITRA: In that case, Sir. if you 
disapprove, I shall be content to stand by my original amendment, 
viz. : — 

That for the names of ** Mr. B. Mahboob Aley, Babu Surendra Nath 
Ray and Mr. W. C. Currie flic following names be substituted, 
namely : — 

“Sir Prorvasli Chunder Mitter, Mr. Iluseyn Shaheed Subrawardy, 
Babu Nalinirajijan Sarker, Babu Khagendra Nath Ganguly, Dr. 
Pramathaiiath Banerjea, Babu Taraknatli Miikerjea and Sfaulvi Md. 
NTurul Iluq Chaudhury.” 

Mf. PRESIDENT: I do not rule out your amendment but the obser- 
vations you have just made would have justified you in putting 30 names 
on pajicr in the first insfance. AVhat I want is an explanation from 
you as to your reason fc/r the addition of the new names. Please let 
me know the considerations which led you to this action. 

Babu SATYENDRA CHANDRA MITRA: After more mature con- 
sideration, I thought I might add the new names to make the committee 
more representative. If I am not permitted to add all the names, how- 
ever, I wmuld like to add only 3 names. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I do not know what you mean by not being 
permitted. I only ask you to give your reasons for submifting these 
new names^ without notice. There is no question of refusal at all. 

Babu DEBI PRDSAD KHAITAN: May I have your permission to 
say a few words, Sir, on the proposal of Babu Satyendra Cliandra 
MitraP Perhaps the reason why he has suggested the additic;a of 
7 more new names to those fhat are already "in the printed agenda paper 
is that the Select Committee will go into the whole question of the 
amount of money to be spent cm the erection of the bridge — ^w^hich is 
in ifself a very important question — as well as into the question of the 
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type of bridge which will be suitable. Already there exists a great deal 
of controversy on these two pqints and also on the question of the 
taxable capacity of the people of Calcutta and I believe, Sir, that if 
the Select Committee is made as large as is suggested by my friend, 
then the passage of the Bill as amended by the Select Committee will 
become easier in this House. So I cannot understand why my hon’ble 
friend, Mr. Ghuznavi, should have any objection to accepting the list 
given by the mover, without any omission. As I have said, Sir, it will 
perhaps facilitate the ultimate passage of the Bill through this House. 

The Hofi’Ue Mr. J. DONALD: May I make a remark, SirP Hav- 
ing had a great deal of experience I l?hink it is not a question of party 
l>olitics. It is a question involving the interests of commerce, trade, 
railways and other matters. So this committee should have on it 
representatives of these inferests. 

Dr. PRAMATHANATH BANERJEA: We should also take into con- 
sideration the taxable capacity of the people; people's representatives 
must be on it also. 

The Hen’ble Mr. J. DONALD: When 23 people sit on a committee 
it is not possible to come to a final decision quickly. The committee 
would became very unwieldy. 

Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: I do not see why Mr. Donald should 
think it a party question. Raja Reshee Case Law does not belong to 
our party. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Donald was replying to the obseiwations 
of Babu Satyendra Chandra Mitra that he wanted his party to be repre- 
senfed. 

Mr, C. R. Das: May I point cnit that he has also included names of 
gentlemen who do not belong to our party ? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I quite see that. 

Mr. C. R. DAS: I was merely pointing out that Dr. Bidhan Chandra 
Roy's remarks are applicable. 

The Hen’ble Hadji Mr. A. K. ABU AHMED KHAN GHUZNAVI; 

It will make the committee much foo unwieldy. However, Sir, I am 
prepared ta accept the new names. 

Mr. J. CAMiPBELL FDRRESTER: Thirteen being an unlucky 
number, might I not be permitted to suggest the addition of another 
name, the name of Mr. Band, fo make the number 14 P 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Do you abject to this addition, Satyendra BabuP 
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Mr. W. C. CURRIE: May 1 move all amendment that the names of 
Mr. Morgan, Mr. Band and Mr. Philip be added to the list of the mem- 
bers of the Select Committtee who are to report on this Bill? The 
committee will have to consider not only the initial cost of the bridge 
but also the total annual charge for interest, sinking fund and mainten^ 
ance, etc. The sinking fund annual charges will be a charge mainly on 
the trade of Calcutta, and, therefore, I think that the addition of the 
three gentlemen as above will be of advantage in that they have a con- 
siderable amount of experience of the trade of Calcutta. 

The following motion was called but not moved: — 

Babu ABANiSH CHANDRA ROY to move that for the names 

Mr. H. C. Liddell, Mr. J. A. Woodhead, Sir George Godfrey, Mr. S. 
Mahboob Aley, Mr. W. C. Currie and Babu Badridas Goenka ” the 
following names be substituted, namely: — 

“ Sir Provash Chunder Mitter, Babu Naliniranjan Sarker, Mr. 
Huseyn Shaheed Suhrawardy, Babu Khagendra Nath Ganguly, I>r. 
Pramathanath Banerjea and Babu Taraknath Mukherjea.'^ 

The motion of Babu SatJyendra Chandra Mitra was put and agreed 
to. 

The motion of Mr. W. C. Currie, that the .names of Messrs. G. 
Morgan, R. N. Band and eT. Y. Philip be added to the names in the 
original motion as amended by the previous motion was then put and 
a division taken with the following result; — 


AYES. 


Atldams*Wllllsms, Mr. C. 

Aicy, Mr. S. Mahboob. 

Band, Mr. R. N. 

Banerjco, Rai Bahadur Ablnash Chandra. 
Barma, Ral Sahib Panohanan. 

Basu, Babu Jatlndra Nath. 

Big, Khan Bahadur MIrza Shuja’at Ml, 
Carey, Sir Willoughby. 

Choinuddld, Khan Bahadur Maulvl Md. 
Chowdhury, Mauhrl Fazlal Karim. 

Cohen, Mr. D. J, 

Cooper, Mr. C. C. 

Corooran, Mr. B. «l. 

Currie, Mr. W. C. 

Dae, Babu Charu Chandra. 

Dey, Mr. C. Q. 

Donald, the Son'ble Mr. j. 

Dose, Rai Bahadur Pyarl Lai. 

Olftt, Mr. C. S. 

Eddls, Mr. B. E. a 
Emerson, the Mon*bfe Mr. T. 

FaroquI, Khan Bahadur K. fi. M. 

Forrester, Mr. J. CampbelL 


Chuznavl, the Hon*ble Hadji Mr. A. K. Mia 
Ahmed Khan. 

Godfrey, Sir George. 

Goenka, Babu Badridas. 

Goode, Mr. S. W. 

Gordon, Mr. A. DL 
Guha, Mr. P. N. 

Haq, Khan Bahadur KazI Zahlrul. 

Heard, Major General R. 

Hossain, Khan Bahadur Maulvl Musharraf. 
Huq, Maulvl Ekramul. 

Huq, the Hon*ble Maulvl A. K. Fazf-ui. 
dames, Mr. F. E. 
dameson,’ Mr. A. K. 

Khaltan, Babu Dbbi Prosad. 

Khan, Babu DJiendra Lai. 

Lai Mahammad, HaJI. 

Law, Rpja Reshee Case. 

Liddell, Mr. H. C. 

Marr, Mr. A. 

Masih, Mr. Syed M. 

Mitter, Sir Provash Chunder# 

Meberly, Mr. A. N. 
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Moreno, Dr. H. W. B. 

Nandy, Maharaj Kumar Sris Chandrao 
Oatan, Mr. E. F. 

Fahlowan, Maulvl Md. Abdul Jubbar. 
Fhelps, Mr. T. J. 

Fhlllp, Mr. d. Y. 

Rahim, the Hon'ble Sir Abd*ur-. 
Rahman, Mr. Ai. F. 

Ray, Dabu Nagendra Narayan. 

Ray, thi Hon'blt Maharaja Bahadur 
Kshaunfsh Chandra. 

Ray Chaudhurl, Mr. K. C. 


Roy* Mr. So N. 

Roy, Mr. Tarit Bhusan. 

Roy, Raja Manlloll Singh. 

Roy Chaudhury, Rabu Brajendra KIshoro. 
Salam, Khan Bahadur Maulvl Abdut. 
Son, Mr. N. C. 

Sk Inner, Mr. S. A. 

Swan, Mr. J. A. L. 

Travers, Mr. W. L. 

Vllllerto Mr. Edward. 

Woodhead, Mr. J. A. 


NOES. 


Ahamad, Maulvl A^lmuddln. 

Ahmed, Maulvl Zannoor. 

All, Mr. A<taf. 

Bagchl, Babu Romes Chandra. 
Banerjea, Or. Pramathanath. 

Saner Jee, Mr. A% C. 

Bose, Babu Bejoy Krishna. 
Chakravartf, Mr. Byomkes. 
ChakravortI, Babu Jogindra Chandra. 
Chatterjee, Babu Umes Chandra. 
Chaudhurl, Rai Harendranath. 
Chaudhury, Maulvl Md. Nurul Huq. 
Chaudhury, Maulvl Salyed Abdur Rob. 
Ohunder, Mr. NIrmal Chandra. 

Das, LV. Mohinl Mohon. 

Das, Mr. C. R 
Das Cupta, Or. J. M. 

ODy, Babu Boroda Prosad. 

Cafur, Maulvl Abdul. 

Ganguly, Babu Khagendra Nath. 
Haidar, Mr. 8. N. 

Naq, Shah Syed Emdadul. 

Hoque, Maulvl Sayedal. 

Hossafn, Maulvl Wahcd. 
doardar, Maulvl Aftab Hossaln. 

Khan, Maulvl Abdur Raschid. 

The Ayes being 67 and the 


Khan, Maulvl Amanat. 

Khan, Maulvl Mahl Uddin. 
Mohemmed Maulvl Baiar. 

Malty, Babu Mahendra Nath. 
Mitra, Babu Jogendra Nath. 
MItra, Babu Satyendra Chandra. 
Mukcrjea, Babu Taraknath. 
Nasker, Babu Hem Chandra. 
NeogI, Babu Manmohon. 
Quader, Maulvl Abdul. 

Ralkut, Mr. Prasanna Oab. 

Ray, Babu Abanish Chandra. 
Ray, Babu A^nllbaran. 

Ray, Dr. Kumud Sankar. 

Ray, Kumar Shib Shekhareswar. 
Roy, Babu Manmatha Nath. 

Roy, Babu Satoowripatl. 

Roy, Dr. Bldhan Chandra. 

Roy, Mr. D. N. 

Roy, Mr. KIran Sankar. 

Sarkar, Babu Hemanta Kumar. 
Sarker, Babu Nallniranjan. 
Sarkar, Maulvl Abah Buksh. 
Sasmal, Mr. B. N. 

Sen Cupta, Mr. J. M. 

Tarafdar, Maulvl Rajib Uddin. 


Noes 52, the inoti<«i was carried 


Babu NALINIRANJAN SARKER: I move that the Bill be circu- 
lated for eliciting opinion. 

In rising to move that the Howrah Bridge Bill be circulated for 
eliciting jiublic oiiinion, I would at the outset refer to a matter which 
ajiiTears to me somewhat curious. The present Howrah Bridge is being 
administered by the authorities of the Port of Calcutta and all the 
stejis so far taken to replace it by a more suitable one have been taken 
by the Reserved Department, under the head of “ Marine.^’ In fact 
the pre.sent Bill was drafted and published over the name of the Hon’ble 
Mr. Donald and only very recently has it been handed over to the 
Transferred Department of the Hon'ble Mr. Ghuznavi thereby treat- 
ing it, as a local means of communication, etc., without any wider 
commerial significance. This is hardly consistent with the eital 
character of its connection with the Port of Calcutta in which view 
it is properly a central subject and the Government of India ought 
io l)e fastened with its construction. And it seems pretty clear to me, 
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that it is in order to avoid this proper view that the Hon’ble Mr. Qhuznavi 
has suddenly been put on the saddle though the reins remain in the 
hands of the Hon'ble Mr. Donald. 

Now, Sir, coming to the subject-matter of the Bill, apart from iho 
intrinsic merits and demerits of a cantilever bridge, the estimated cost 
of Rs. 6,34,00,000 is out of all proportions to the requirements and 
entirely beyond the capacity of the people of this country already over- 
burdened to the point of death; and on this ground of prohibitive cost 
alone we should at once dismiss the idea of going in for a spectacular 
bridge worthy of Calcutta dreamt of by onlookers who have no buideii 
to bear. There are alternsitive schemes which may very w’ell suit our 
present requirements costing not more than Rs. 3 crores. This, there- 
fore, is eminently a matter deserving of serious public consideration and 
public opinion should be sought and received before any attempi lo 
arrive at a final decision. 

Having determined the cost which the country is prepared to ))ear 
the question of suitable financial adjustment should next be considered. 
The scheme of taxation embodied in the Bill is not at all equitable and 
requires readjustment. The people of Calcutta are, as I have said 
already, overtaxed, and cannot go in for the luxury of spectacular 
effect. Cn the other hand, the Government of India who derive about 
Rs. 16 crores a year from Custom Revenue from the Port of Calcutta 
has not been put down for a single farthing of contribution. If a 
bridge at a cost of Rs. crores is decided upon and if iis life be taken 
at 60 years about Rs. 16 lakhs per annum may serve the necessary 
purpose and I venture to think that the Local and Central Govern- 
ments, the Railway and Steanier Comjianies and the Calcutta Imjiuive- 
inent Trust could between them contribute an annual amount sufficient 
to enable the tax on the people of (Calcutta and its suburbs to ue 
altogether disiiensed with. 

Next, Sir, it has been proposed to entrust the work of the construc- 
tion of the bridge to the Trustees of the Improvement Trust of Calcutta. 
If the present iiosition of the Calcutta Improvement Trust be carefully 
analysed it will be found that a trust which can lock up about a 
crore in a fancy housing scheme at Cossipore, under which up till now 
not more than one person has been given an allotment, should easily 
be able to cpntribute say Rs. 5 to 6 lakhs a year to meet an urgent 
necessity such as this bridge. 

These are some of the points which point to the desirability of the 
Bill being circulated before being referred to the Select Committee. 
It would surely be less than wise to huny on with a piece of legisla- 
tion before the material principles on which it should be based have 
been adequately discussed and settled. 1 find it difficult to believe 
that the Select Committee suggested by the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
will either care for or be able to gauge the real opinion of the public. 
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An important public body, the Bengal Naiiohal Chamber of Commerce 
has opposed the construction of such a costly bridge and as a bumble 
worker on that body I assure the House that if the Bill be circulated 
as proposed, we shall make it a point speedily to collect and present the 
best available opinion on the point. 

I have a shrewd suspicion, Sir, that the idea of thrusting on us 
such an expensive cantilever bridge has been mooted with the idea of 
relieving a portion of the unemployment problem in England a suspi- 
cion which is confirmed by the fact that tenders for such a large piece 
of work have not been invited from any country outside England. The 
question of unemployment, however, is no less keen in India. In fact, 
it is fast assuming alarming proportions. If a portion of the money 
proposed to be raised by taxation be diverted to the establishment of 
a factory or workshop which will turn out materials for the construc- 
tion of such bridges and other works such as are found necessary for 
the purposes of developing the country's resources, that would have 
the incidental effect of affording scope for the training of thousands 
of our young men. 

Sir, the time has most assuredly come when we should not take 
a detached view of things like these, but look on them as vital parts 
of a larger programme of national reconstruction. 

Lastly, Sir, the acceptance of the proposal of this cantilever bridge 
will mean an additional tax on every ticket purchased by daily 
passengers who are mostly impecunious clerks and indigenous traders. 
This will be a crushing addition to their expenses, and should not be 
lightly imposed upon them. 

I think I have said enough, Sir, to make out an unanswerable case 
for my proposals and I can assure the House that in the meantime 
the existing bridge however “ mean and insignificant in appearance" 
and however “ unworthy of Calcutta " will not given way under sheer 
pressure of bureaucratic impatience. 

[At this stage the Council was adjourned for 10 minutes.] 

[After the adjournment.] 

Babu DEBI PR08AD KHAITAN. The motion before the House 
raises the question as to whether the Howrah Bridge Bill should at 
this stage be referred to the Select Committee or whether it should be 
circulated for eliciting public opinion. The Hon'ble Minister in charge 
of the Bill has delivered a warning and a threatening speech in favour 
of the proposition that the Bill should be referred to the Select Com- 
mittee at once, otherwise there may not be a bridge between Calcutta 
and Howrah. As 1 understand his speech, he further said that this 
threat has been hanging over the heads of Calcutta and Howrah for 
the last 15 years, and that Government have been engaged upon sev^al 
inquiries into the question for the last 15 years, and it is only now 
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when the Bill is before the Council at the last sta^e, that the Hon’ble 
Minister thinks, or in the alternative is made to think, that unless the 
proposal is passed for the immediate construction of a new bridge, there 
mny ^ traffic between Calcutta and Howrah, except by means of 
boats. When the Committee to consider the question of cost sat, »t 
will be remembered by several members of this House that almost every 
Indian onember of that Committee strongly and emphatically objected 
to the expenditure of so large an amount as 6 crores of rupees over the 
building of a new bridge. The arguments put forward by the members 
in that Committee amounted to this, that the taxable capacity of the 
people had almost been exhausted and that money was required for 
more urgent reasons than a luxurious bridge between Calcutta and 
Howrah. Expert opinion is unanimous on the question that a new 
bridge is required, but there are two alternative propositions, one lo 
have a cantilever type of bridge at a cost of 6 crores of rupees, and 
the other a floating type of bridge at a cost of 3 crores of rupees. 
Now it is well known that money is very urgently required for the spread 
of education, better sanitary measures and the development of agricul- 
ture and industries. Whenever money has been demanded from the 
Finance Department for these purposes, we have always met with the 
reply that no money was available; but when a project of that costly 
bridge between Howrah and Calcutta is contemplated, we find that 
if is said by the Finance Department that money could be made easily 
available, and that we could place our orders in England for the speedy 
import of materials for the purpose of having a cantilever type of 
bridge. This kind of argument I cannot appreciate, and I cannot 
understand why, if money could be raised for the purpose of a bridge, 
it could not be raised earlier for the other measures so urgently 
required for the benefit of the people at large. The Indians say that 
we are satisfied with a floating type of bridge at a cost of 3 crores '>f 
rupees;: I cannot appreciate why the official mind is prepared to shake 
off public opinion in this manner. It is well known that the Calcutta 
Corporation, which is asked to contribute to the extent of 1 per cent, 
on the rateable value of land in Calcutta, cannot find funds for itself 
for more useful schemes, such as the spread of education, the adoption 
of sanitary measures and other urgent schemes of a similar nature. It 
is simply because the Calcutta Corporation has no money and fears that 
fresh taxation cannot be imposed on the people, that these beneficial 
projects cannot be taken in hand. It is very necessary that the public 
should be consulted in this matter. It is the public who are entitled 
to say whether they want a bridge of the cantilever type costing about 
6 crores of rupees, or a floating type of bridge costing about 3 crores 
or any other type of bridge which experts might advise the public can 
be put up at a lower or a higher cost. It is the public who are con- 
cerned in the matter, it is the public who will have to pay the cost, 
it is the public who will have to use the bridge, and it is the public, 
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therefore, who should, I think, hwre the foremost voice in the matter 
as regards what type of bridge and at what cost it should be made* 
I cannot understand why there should be any opposition to the motion 
before the House. I fully remember the Hon’ble ^Minister said when 
he moved the motion, that the Select Committee will not sit for another 
three months, and that period can be conveniently utilised for the collec- 
tion of public opinion. If the Hon’ble Minister is satisfied that public 
opinion ought to be taken, and that the Select Committee will not 
sit for another three months, I do not see why this amendment should 
not be accepted at this stage, and why the motion for reference to the 
Select Committee should not be brought forward again in this Council 
at the end of three months, because after considering public opinion 
the House will be in a better position to say whether this Bill should 
be referred to the Select Committee or a fresh Bill, an entirely fresh 
Bill, framed. There is the further doubt in the minds of several 
members of this House as to whether the Committee will have the 
power to reciommend another type of bridge or not. It is stated in 
the statement of objects and reasons that a cantilever type of bridge 
will be constructed at a cost of 6 crores of rupees. There is a doubt 
in the minds of some of the members of this House, if this Bill is 
referred to the Select Committee at this stage, when this statement has 
been made in the statement of objects and reasons, whether the Select 
Committee will have the power to recommend any other type of bridge 
at a lower amount of cost for its construction. That is my view, but 
at any rate I do not see any reason for departing from the position that 
the public should be consulted, and should be given every opportunity 
of expressing its views on this very important question. 

Mr. J. CAMPBELL FORRESTER: I do not agree with the amend- 
ment nor would I purposely do anything that would jiostpone the start- 
ing of this very important work, but. Sir, the Hon^ble Minister 
Mr. Ghuznavi, in introducing the Bill, pointed out that the Committee, 
in 1922, after careful consideration of the merits and demerits of all types, 
recommended a cantilever bridge with a clear span from bank to bank 
of the river, in order to avoid obstruction to river traffic, and a rough 
estimate was given. The price given was exorbitant, and the fact that 
sufficient information from the expert world bridge builders had not 
been received, convinces me that the matter wants to be thoroughly 
gone into once more. 

It is advisable, before committing the province to the enormous 
expenditure estimated, to investigate the design of the proposed bridge 
and obtain the opinion of expert bridge builders and ascertain if the vast 
sum estimated could not be reduced, and at the same time an efficient 
and substantial bridge, with a beauty of outline, erected. ' 

Primarily closing of the upper half of the river for all time is a most 
serious measure, the responsibility of which should not be left to the local 



147 


1924. ] HOWRAH ^ BRIDGE BILL. 

officials in temporary authority and adopted without very careful 
investigation. 

The piers at each bank of the design of the cantilever bridge will 
carry an enormous weight which the nature of the soil has not been 
proved as suitable to support. 

The structure has also to contend with wind pressure, which a lower 
structure with reduced spans would minimise. The cost of construction 
would be considerably enhanced with the long spans and the heavy 
material. 

Although only one proposed design for the cantilever bridge has been 
put forward, there are other schemes on the same principle which might 
be designed, achieving a vast saving. 

There have been too few designs. For instance, a large number of 
designs were submitted for the contract of the bridge over the Sjdney 
Harbour and the successful contracting firm actually submitted seven 
different designs. 

In 1922, a Canadian-born Engineer, Dr. J. A. L. Waddell, visited 
Calcutta, and offered his services to assist the (committee in their 
deliberations, but they were not accepted. This gentleman has designed 
a bridge to meet all exigencies, the cost of which would be £2,000,000, 
Dr. Waddell is a Bridge Engineer of many \ears^ experience, and has 
designed important bridges all over the world, yet advantage was not 
taken of his preferred advice. The design of the bridge (of one type 
only) has been left to comparative amateurs. 

The present site of the bridge may be retained, thereby saving the 
best part of £1,000,000, and the present bridge floated down-stream 50 
yards away. All this is worthy of careful consideration, and the world’s 
best opinion should be obtained before the province is committed to a 
vast expenditure for erecting a bridge that does not fulfil all exigencies. 

One way in which the cost of the bridge might be considerably 
reduced is to lessen the span. 

All eminent Engineer who visited Calcutta says: — “I know 
absolutely that two piers in the channel, properly designed, would not 
in any way upset the regime of the river. Calcutta needs a permanent 
structure at a reasonable cost, which cannot be obtained if a 1,500 feet 
span is put in.” 

With reference to the placing of piers in the river, Mr. Basil Mott, 
a distinguished English Engineer, who visited Calcutta to advise Gov- 
ernment, recommended the construction of a one-span bridge and a 200- 
f eet opening span of the Scherzer type. He says that in the event of 
the cost of constructing such a bridge would be considered prohibitive, 
he recommended a bridge of piers of six main steel girders on screw pile 
abutments and open pile work piers with an open span. This was after 
a complete study of the spot and of the conditions of the river. 
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W'itliout an .s])an, the bridfre has to be raised to allow of 

ordinary craft to jkiss a< hij^h tides, rendering tlu* siructiire top-heavy 
and entailin^^ pro inaiK'ut lii^Ii <»‘radients. Also the Lind aiu lioia^e spans 
have to ])(' Ien^th(‘ii(‘d and the cosi of a])pioa(hes jncreas tni. 

d'lic lollowiii^- IS an (*\tracl iroin a recent issue of an editorial of a 
b'chnical jiajau- di'alin;^* witli “ Tube railways for Calcutta. Ihe 
hank of tln‘ Hoo^^lily witlj its lailway tciinini is plainly the most 
conveniiMit sili* for all liaiisfers from th(‘ railways to tljc sh i])])in<^‘, and 
th(» loading' plant foi* < oal export and for scimIs ami for other Imlkv pro- 
ducts should iialUJallv he on the n^ht hank ahovi' tlie rxi'^lin^’ hridL;‘e 
site, \\ hcic \\ halves could he cheaply built and eijuifipiMl for (he puT‘- 
posc/’ Tlie pap«*r emphasises tin* tcdlv of cu! tiiyy- rdf this valuahle ])iece 
of foieshoie fiom sea-coin^* \ ess(ds by huildinp a low lev(d fixed l)ridc‘e 
across the river, as now ])ropo.-«ed. 

Th(‘ cantihnau* scIumik', includin^^ a|»proaches, c()m])eiisation , etc., is 
so colossal as to make construction iii these lines almost ]>ro]nhitivc. 

'loo mucli strt'ss (annot be laid on the necessity of tin* design and 
ronstiuction beinc* dealt with by nnm who havi^ luid woild-wlde ex])eri- 
ence, and the whob' cas(» sliouLl b(' put before Jbicineers of umjuestioned 
aut lion ty to (h*cide on th<‘ course to adojit. 

'Fhe huslj tactics that liave been pursued in conu(‘ctiou witli tlie 
])roject is ^mllin^* to intcK'sted parties in Calcutta. The (lovernineni 
mif^ht take the jiuhlic more* into their confidence and puhlish vvliat has 
been done, and what they propose to do. 

My one desiie, Sir, is to g‘ei full value for our expmiditure, and the 
host type of hridc'e at the bxast <'Ost, and that (‘aiinot lx* dom* unless you 
advei tise widely and invite all those with big brid^e-huildiii^^ experience 
to send advice and designs. 

Dr. PRAMATHANATH BANERJEA: This is a subject wbiib 
requires careful and anxious consideralion. There are three ([uestions 
of fundamental importance which arise in tliis (‘onncctiou. In the first 
])lace, wc hav(‘ to consider what type of bridge would be best suited to 
our i>urjK)se. In the second jilaee, what is the b(‘st wav ot nuauciui^ 
the bridc'o? Ami in the third jilaee, what should be the proper authority 
to construct ami maintain tin* bridc-c? 

As Tcc-ards the fiist, a cantilever bridpre is contemplatcil in this Bill. 
Xow, tlnu'c is, as has bt‘cu jrointed out by the ])rcvious speakers, a j^reat 
deal of ditVeieuee of opinion on this jioiut, and some eminent authorities 
hold tliat the cantih'va'r typt‘ is md the liest. We should (‘ousider in 
this connection whether* tlit» soil on both sides of the river will really 
he able to maintain a lint,'*!- strindure like ibis; and also wludher in case 
ihe bridv*e fails, it will be a dano-m* to tlie river. 

As reoards (he financial proposals, there is, aj^*ain, a ^^reaf diverj?euce 
of opinion. The Finance Committee, which was appoiiUed by Govern- 
ment, reported in favour of certain pi'oposals. But there was a strong* 
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minority, consisting ot* two Europoans and all tlie non-ofiicinl Imlians 
except one, which was opposed t<» tliesi^ inoposals. 'I'lio ])roposals oi vhe 
majority of the Finaiu c (\)mmiilee aie, loiiglily tlics<» : Unit (he bridge 
should be tinamed l)y means of c loan ot IN. (i,dS,00,(M)0 involving an 
annual <*xpenditure of nearly Rs. d2 laklis, and that (hero should be 
tttxe.s on the trade o( the city coming !>y st*a, by livcr, and by rail, 
and also on passengers, bedsides additional municii>ul taxes on the inhabi- 
tants of Calcutta and its suburbs. Tlic (pmstion is aie the tiade and 
the gencu'al conuminity able to })car tin* bin<lcu oi this fresh taxation P 
In this connection, we should also consider wlndhei it is iiot dc^sirahle 
to have a less costly bridge rather than t(» indulge in a very costly 
luxury or what has boc^n descrilxHl hy the Coininittoe as a “ civic 
amenity.^’ Somc^ Euiopc'an members of thi> (Dimmit let* strcmglv 
opposed the hnaucial proposals and evem tlie recommendation as to the 
type of bridge. Mr. Oakley, for instaiic*e, said tliat at a time of finan- 
cial stringenc*y and trade depression tliroughout the world it was 
“ particularly inappropriate to launch out into an enormous and un- 
known cajdtal expenditure which, if the method of finance^ proiioscMl was 
adopted, mast of necessity imiiose an additional burden on (he trade 
of the port for the next. (iO yexus.” ATodu i Eurojietin gcmtlemau, 
Mr. St. Gilmore, Traffic Manager of tlie Eastciji lleugal Railway, said 
that at the present time a f‘antilevco bridge was “ lic^ycjncl the moans 
of Calcuitia and its neighbourhood Mr. S. N. Mallik, the then Chair- 
man of the Calcutta (kuporation, asserted that the ])resont scheme was 
beyond available means and resources.'’ 

As regards the third jHiint, viz., wliat body is to be constituted 
which will construct and iiuiiufain this (nidge, I sulimit (hat the Calcutta 
Improvement Trust, wliicli undci (he* jiiovision of tlie Bill is to he the 
authority, is not sufficiently icpiesenla(i\e of (he people, and it will 
not be desirable to entrust (his body wifh such important work. Theses 
are very important cpiestions, Mid 1 do not know whetlier it will be 
X)ossible to di.scuss those questions at the Selc*c t (knnmittee. It may be 
ruled by the Chairman of the Select CommittcH' that these cpiostions 
are questions of principle which cannot be discussed. 1 tlierefore 
strongly object to the Bill being referred to a Sele(*t (’ommittee and 
?uppoi*t the motion of 13abu Naliniranjan Sarker that the Bill be 
circulated for eliciting opinion. 

Dr. H. W. B. MORENO: 1 am afraid .some of the last speakers liave 
Kad a confusion of ideas in their miiid.s with regard to the question 
of the Howrah Bridge now before the Council. I always understood my 
friend, Babu Debi Prasad Khaitan, to be a man of sucli a clear, cut stale 
of mind as not to confuse issues. I notice, however, that he has confused 
the issues that are before this Council. In the first instance^ he tells us 
that the Hon’ble Minister has threatened us that the Howrah Bridge at 
the present moment is in a bad way and requires immediate repairs and 
that something, at any rate, should be substituted for it. After 
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telling ns that we shall have to do something, he jumps at once to another 
question, that the Bill should be ciiculaled for eliciting opinion; and thus 
digresses lamentably. Mr. Campbell Forrester, on the other hand, has 
given 118 all the intric acies of mechanical engineering as to the various 
types of bridge that could be placed over the river and has gone into 
details, whicdi is not at all necessary to do at this stage when the Bill 
is generally introduced in the House-. Dr. Pramathanath Banerjea also 
tells us that he fears tliat the ('ommittec itself will not be permitted 
to discuss the (luostion of the type of biidge that could be laid over the 
river. Now, 1 Jiiaintain that these hon^ble gentlemen have not quite 
understood what tlie lloii’ble Minister has said. (A voice : Nobody could 
hear what the said.) What lie distinctly said is this, that this House is 
not tied down to any special typ«‘ of bridge and that that would largely 
bo a matter which would come up before the Select Committee. What 
he also said is that in the present state of things the Howrah Bridge 
leciuires immediate attention and that something must be done by sub- 
stitution or otherwise. 1 do not think that there is any sane member 
of this Council who will deny that the present bridge is in a very 
dangerous state at the j)resent moment. We have had ample evidence 
of that already. We have liad ])eople telling us that it. has already 
served 25 yeivrs beyond the life which it was expected to live. We 
know that recently it did give wa> seriously and caused great dislocation 
to traffic. We also know that large sums of money have been 
spent and are even now being spent on the bridge in order to afford 
actcess to the other side of the rivei. The whole question, therefore, is 
this : Is not the question of a new bridge a matter of immediate 
concern? If we resolve that it is a matter which concerns us vitally at 
the present moment, ^ve have got to go to work, and the sooner we do 
so the better. The next thing is, what is the type of bridge that is to 
be put over the river? I think that that is very clear in the Bill itself. 
Reading through the provisions of the Bill, there is nothing to show 
that the Committee, that are to be charged with the Bill, are tied 
down to any type of bridge — either cantilever or pontoon — ^though 
I admit that in the statement of Objects and Reasons there is a refer- 
ence to the cantilever type. But, Sir, the whole question could he 
discussed when the Committee will go thoroughly into the question- 
If the Committee think that the cost will l)e far too heavy for the 
people of Calcutta to bear, or that a cantilever bridge is not necessary 
for Calcutta, it is up to the Council to vote a lesser sum and to have 
a more suitable type of bridge, and there the matter could end. As 
I understood the Hon’ble Minister’s speech, he said that Govemmeilt 
were prepared to accept any type which this Committee thought would 
be fair and proper to be built across the river. I think that disposes . 
of the whole question of a cantilever bridge and of the strong contro- 
versy that is raging outside the streets of Calcutta, the dust of which 
has oven penetrated into sacred hall. If that be the position, if the 
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Committee be prepared to go into the whole question of the type of 
bridge to be adopted, let us leave it to the Committee itself. Now, 
we have been told that we have not invited public opinion on the subject. 
I think the columns of the daily press have been overfull with this 
question of the HoAviali Bridge and of the different types of bridge 
that could be adopted. We have heard it from the Hon’blc Finance 
Member that the Committee will not sit for three mouths and that in 
the meantime the matter will be discussed anew by the public bodies 
of Calcutta. I am sure the Committee will welcome any opinion that 
is useful and valuable to dirccl it in its deliberations. Sir, it seems 
to me that the whole question before this Council is -are you really 
anxious to settle now this question of the Howrah Bridge? If so, get 
to work at once and let us not discuss all the intricacies -as to what 
type will be necessary or suitable- -leave that to the Committee and 
allow public bodies io give their opinions in the meantime. When the 
matter comes up at the next stage before the Council, let ns discuss the 
Bill in the fullest detail and suggest whatever amendments that may 
be brought forward, for the House has full i)()wer to do that. As 
we know, many a Bill has betui mangled and ])ut into a different shape 
and eventually passed in a different form altogether by this Council 
(Question!) 1 hardly think there can be question to a statement of that 
kind. If the Bill be presented again before the Council and we decide 
to put any further amendments to the Bill, we shall be perfectly at 
liberty to do so at that time. At the present stage, I re(*ominended that 
the Bill be put to the Committe<i stage as early as possible, and that 
in the meantime public bodies that do desire to express an opinion be 
invited to do so The Select Committee that have been charged with 
the Bill will have full power to suggest any type that they think right 
and proper to be put across the river leaving this House free to discuss 
anew details, after the Bill has passed through the Committee stage. 

Dr« BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: Allow me, Sir, io say that 
Dr. Moreno is himself suffering from a confusion of ideas, because there 
is a vast difference between the suggestion of the Minister and what has 
been suggested in the amendment of Babii Naliniranjan Barker. The 
Minister says that the Select Committee that we have just appointed shall 
not meet for three months. Let the public come forward with their opin- 
ions. Dr. Moreno says that the public have already expressed their opin- 
ion in the press. What the amendment distincily says is that it should be 
incumbent on the. authorities to elicit public opinion. There is, there- 
fore, a vast difference between the two. In the one case you have the 
public coming forward to express opinions— and I do not know whether 
any experts will care to write t<- the daily press unless such opinion 
is asked for and he knows that it will be acted upon. What the amend*- 
ment really wants is that it shall be incumbent on the authorities to 
ask for such public opinion. As a matter of fact, every member of 
the Council must have received several papers dealing with the proposed 
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Howrah Bridge. I am nof an expert myself, nor is Dr. Moreno. The 
Select Committee also have no expert engineers on it. I am afraid 
therefore, that the Select Committee even if it so desires cannot be 
expected to discuss the various propositions that may be brought up 
before them to modify the conclusion arrived at by the experts Com- 
mittee which was presided over by Sir Rajeiidra Nath Mukharji. 
Therefore in order to test the coircctness of those proposals it is neces- 
sary to have equally expert opinion. Therefore, there is very good 
reason why the Bill should b<^ circulated for opinion of the public and of 
experts. But there arc other reasons for which the matter ought to be 
placed before the public for criticism. On referring to the book written 
by two expert gentlemen, viz., Messrs. Vernon and Harcourt, I find that 
they have said that a floating bridge is preferable to a fixed bridge, 
owing tt) the silty bed of the river and the amount of time the construc- 
tion of a fixed bridge would liavc occupied. They also mentioned that the 
present bridge was built in the year 187^1, at a cost of <£182,000, or 
roughly amounting to Rs, 20 lakhs. At the present moment there is a 
scheme before us for spending' not Rs. 20 lakhs, not Rs. 200 lakhs, but 
Rs. 684 lakhs. Therefore, when we find that experts differ to such 
an extent, it is essential that experts must come to our help to guide us 
ns to what type of bridge should be constructed. There is another 
reason why it should be put before the public. One of the objects of 
this bridge is to connect Howrah — one of the most insanitary spots on 
the face of the earth with Bara Bazar, an equally insanitary area; and 
both these places require a large amount of money for improvements. 

I believe that when the question came up before the Corporation it was 
stated that the Bara Bazar area alone would require wseveral crores of 
rupees — I think 12 crores for the removal of the insanitary conditions. 
Therefore, the question is whether these two areas are to remain as 
they are or are they to be improved first ? If they are to be improved, 
where are you going to get the money? Now, Sir, the money required 
for the construction of the bridge is supposed to be realised from taxes. 

I will read out just two sentences from clause 8 of the proposed Bill : — 

A tax of throe pies on ovory passenger brought to or taken from any station named 
in tho said First Schedule by railway in respect of each single journey so made by him ; 

Provided that tiie said tax may in the case of passengers taken suburban season 
tickets be calculated at the mte of six annas each per mensem for each such ticket 
or at such lower rate as the local Government may, by notification, prescribe. 

We all know that no less than half a lakh of people — mostly clerks 
serving in the different offices in Calcutta — have to cross the bridge. 
Why have they to live outside Calcuita ? It is because they cannot 
afford to stay in Calcutia. And you propose to levy a charge of 3 pies 
on every passenger who uses the bridge. On a very modest calculation a 
man with an average income of Rs. 40 a month will have to* pay Rs. 6-10 
a year for coming to Calcutta, i.c., the incidence of the taxation on suck 
a man will bo IJ per cent. Then, again, there is the proposal to tax 
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every passenger who rix>sses the river in a ferry boat. We know that a 
large number of coolies who cross from one side of the river to the otbei- 
will also have to pay such a tax. It is easy to realise how difficult it will 
be for such people to pay this tax. Then, again, it has been pro- 
posed to increa.se the municipal taxes in Calcutta and Howrah. If it is 
proposed to increase the taxes, I suggest that the municipal authorities 
of these places and the public ought to be allowed to express their oi>inion 
as to whether they are agreeable to pay any increased taxes to defray 
the cost of building a bridge which will be used only by a certain 
section of the public. 

Apart from this direct method of taxation, the people of Calcutta and 
those who remain in and around the neighbourhood of Calcutta shall 
also have to pay an indirect taxation in the matter of i)ayiiig more for 
the necos.sities of life, because all goods (‘oming to Calcutta, ex(‘ept a 
few, will also be taxed. These are questions, Sir, which primarily and 
vitally affect the members of the public, and therefore the public* should 
be allowed to express their opinion — and that, I think, is the second 
reason for bringing this matter to the notice of the public. Thirdly, it 
has been observed by Dr. Pramathanath Banerjea that Mr. St. Gilmore 
of the Eastern Bengal Railway liad objected to the scheme. It is just 
possible, as it has been rumoured, that the East Indian Railway might 
divert this main line across the river to the Sealdah side. If that be so, 
the necessit}’^ of having a strong bridge for heavy load traffic might be 
found to be eventually unnecessary. Under these circumstances, I sug- 
gest that the motion of Babu Naliniranjan Sarker should be carried, 
because all those parties who are vitally interested in the (luestion of 
having a bridge should be con.sulted. 

Sir G^EORCE GODFREYS T do not propose to detain the House long 
over this subject, because 1 do not consider tl»at this is the right time to 
go into the merits of any particular bridge or the details of the Bill. The 
last speaker has discussed the Bill in detail; that is, however, a matter 
for the Select Committee, if the Bill goes to that Committee, and the 
House can discuss it afterwards It is theiefore a mere waste of 
time to discuss the particular type of bridge or the details of the 
clauses of the proposed Bill. All I wdsli to say is that the motion now 
before the House at the moment appears to me to be one which %vould 
mean dangerous delay. The last speaker has referred to the opinions of 
experts who have reported on this very question. I am an expert to 
some extent and I probably know more about the condition of the present 
Howrah Bridge than anybody in this House. I examined the bridge 
some years ago when it was undergoing urgent repairs, and I was 
absolutely horrified at the state of the girders. I do wish to press 
on the House that tliey should not waste time now or this year at all, 
m trying to defer action on the construction of a new bridge. Calcutta 
and Howrah must be connected, and there must be a new bridge with 
as little delay as possible. I strongly recommend that the Bill should 
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go to the Select Committee, which can consider it from the financial 
point of view, and if that Committee decides that Calcutta cannot 
afford a cantilever or a costly bridge, or any new bridge then Calcutta 
may have to get along without a bridge at all. 1 strongly oppose 
this motion, which will merely lead to delay, uhich I describe as 
dangerous delay. 

Babu KHACENDRA NATH CANCULY: I do not want to enter 
into the merits of the Bill. 1 whole-heartedly support the motion of 
Babu Naliniianjun Sarker, that the (‘oiisideration of the Bill be post- 
poned. 

Mr. PRESIDENTS Mr. Sarker has moved that the Bill be circulated 

for elieiiing public opinion. 

« 

Babu KHACENDRA NATH GANGULY: That is tantamount to 
])Ostponement. I endorse the views of Babu Debi Prosad Khaitan and 
Dr. Bicihan (>l»andra Boy, that this Bill should be circulated to public 
bodies for their opinion. Of course the Bill affects Howrah vitally 
as well as otlicr municiiialitics, and as a considerable amount of money 
has been required to be (‘ontributed by the Howrah Municipality, it 
must 1)0 fortified by the considered ojiinion of the Commissioners of 
the Howrah Municipality, I have personal knowledge of the fact tha* 
the Commissioners of the Howrah Municipality have appointed a special 
committee to consider the detailed provisions of the Bill, and the report 
of that committee, together with the recommendations of the general 
body of Commissioners, will come up before Government shortly. Simi- 
larly, the Calcutta Corporation are also considering the details of the 
Bill. Regard being had to all these facts, I fully support the view 
of Babu Naliniranjan vSarker, that the Bill be circulated to public 
bodies for their opinion before it goes to a Select Committee. 

Babu BORODA PROSAD DEY: As a member representing some of . 
the most important riparian municipalities, I beg to enter my strong 
protest against the introduction of the Bill in its present form. I say 
that at least my constitumits are viially affected in the financial side of 
the Bill, and it is only neccLssary that public opinion should be invited 
as to the fiiiancinl side of this Bill before it is at all referred to a Select 
Committee, which, as I understand, is always appointed to settle the 
details of the Bill and not to enter into the principles and general merits 
of tlie Bill. So before this is referred to a Select Committee, the opinion 
of not only the public bodies in Calcutta, but the opinion of mufa.ssal 
people, who, having got to come to Calcutta every day, will be vitally 
affected by the financial side of this Bill, should be invited in regard to 
this matter. Nothing has been done up to now to invite their opinion. 
Certain committees have been appointed, who have gone into this ques- 
tion of the type of bridge and other matters connected therew'ith. They 
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have not considered the question how this Bill affects the persons who 
have got to come to Calcutta eveiy day for service or other business; so 
I l>eg to submit that the most important pari of the population which 
will be affected by this Bill have not been consulted and they have not 
had an opportunity of having their say. So I beg most strongly to sup- 
port the motion of my friend, Babu Naliniranjan Sarker, that l)efore it 
is sent to a Select Committee public opinion should be invited, and then 
it will be time for the Council to consider the Bill and to refer it io 
any Committee. 

The Hon’ble Hadji Mr. A. K. ABU AHMED KHAN CHUZNAVI: 

1 am grateful to two of my friends, Dr. Moreno and Sir George Godfrey, 
for having explained clearly what I myself woiild Imve said in reply to 
tlie remarks of the members of this House. It only remains for me to 
make it quite clear that Government are not committed to any particular 
lype of bridge at all. WlUft is proposed to be done now is to refer 
tiiis Bill to a Select Committ^^e and that Committee will decide what 
money will be available. It will then come up before the Coiimdl and 
it will then be up to them to decide wliat type of bridge can be built 
for that money. 

Now, Sir, as regards the question of eliciting public opinion, I statcnl 
distinctly that the Select Committee will not sit l>t'fore another three 
months. In the meanwhile it will l)e our duty to elicit public opinion 
all round. I think that will meet the case of my friend who moved this 
amendment. But as I understand it, I cannot accept this amendment, 
as its effect will simply be to delay the matter, which is distinctly urgent. 
It is quite possible that one fine morning when wc got uj) wc will find 
that there is no bridge at all, and so 1 am afraid T cannot j) 08 Hibly agree 
to this amendment. It would 1 k' most unwise to postpone the consi- 
deration of an important matter like this. Government have taken every 
possible care of putting before the House the opinions of experts, and 
it is for the House and the Select Cominiltee to consider what they will 
do. For these reasons, Sir, I cannot accept the motion. 

The Hon’ble Mr. J. DONALD; The effe(*t of accepting the amend- 
ment of Babu Naliniranjan Sarker for the circulation of the Bill for 
eliciting public opinion means that the motion for reference to a Select 
Committee is lost. That moans that the whole Bill will bo delayed 
till another meeting of the Council, when it will then have to go to 
a Select Committee. Our proposal is that the Select Committee should 
be appointed now and that the Bill be sent out to all bodies, municipal 
or otherwise, and eve i*y body concerned, now. These opinions will be 
received and they will be available to the Select Committee when they 
sit after three months^ time. That is to say, that the Select Committee 
can get to work before the next meeting of the Council, and therefore 
there will be no delay. The Select Committee can go into the whole 
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ol‘ this question, and the type of the bridge and the amouift of revenue 
that will be raised from taxation can be determined. In detennining 
the taxation, the Select Committee practically determine the design of 
the bridge. So I suggest to Babu Naliniraiijan Sarker that he withdraw 
his motion, because we do not want to delay the Bill. It will be circu- 
lated, as he desires, for public opinion, and these opinions will be avail- 
able to the Select Committee. 

Babu NALINIRANJAN SARKER: I want to know one thing — if 
that (knnmittee will be conqxdiuit to make a reference to the Central 
(Government for contribution ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. J. DONALD: They (an ask the local (Government to 
make a reference. 

. Babu NALINIRANJAN SARKER: I would also like to know if 
after the end of three months the matter maSt come up before the Council. 

The Hon’ble Mr. J. DONALD: Not if we appoint the Select Com- 
mittee now. Their report to th(^ Council will come in due course. 

Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: The (lifHculty is that the Select 
Committ(3e will not be doing any work at the present moment, but if the 
opinion of the public, be against the Bill altogether, then what is the 
object of having a Select Committee ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. J. DONALD: In that case the Select Committee can 
recommend to this Council that the Bill be not proceeded with. 

Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: That will be rather an obstructive 
method. 

The Hon’ble Mr. J. DONALD: What I suggest is that you should 
withdraw this motion for circulation, because it will be circulated. 

Mr. C« Rt DAS: Will this suit Mr. Donald P — that this motion of 
Mr. Sarker is withdrawn on condition that public opinion or the opinion 
of public bodies is obtained in the ('ourse of next three months after which 
this matter is brought again before this Council. If this is so, we accept 
it, and if not we do not. There will be no delay, because the Committee 
will not be doing any work for the next three months. Therefore, at the 
end of three months, the Bill can be placed before this Council. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: But what will happen to the Select Committee P 

Mr. C. R. DAS: The Select Committee will remain where it is. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I think I ought to make it quite clear that if 
Nalini Babu’s motion is carried the motion for referring the Bill to a 
Select Committee falls to the ground. No Select Committee will be in 
existence and the Council will have to reappoint a Select Committee 
when the Bill comes up again. 
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Mfa C« Ra DA8s Tbo Select Committee is ihere ; only the motiou for 
reference to it will be broujj^ht up. 

The Hofl’ble Mr* J| DONALD* The whole of that motion falls to the 
ground. The Select Committee will not exist and there will have to be 
another motion to refer to a Select Committee. 

Mfa Ca R, DA8: Then all that if means is half an hour’s time to 
appoint a Select Committee. 

The Hon’ble Mr, Ja DONALD: But it may be more Ilian three months 
before the Council sits again. The Coiim il may not sit in November 
and therefore the scheme will be delayed. 

Mfa PRE8IDENTa And tliis Committee will not exist. 

Mfa Ca Ra DA8a I acccpt the President’s direction, but then the 
appointment of another Committee can only take about half an liour’s 
time; nothing further. Of cour.se if you have any doubt about the Coun- 
cil meeting again or if the Council is prorogued, tlieu you cannot aceej)! 
the suggestion, 

The motion of Balm Naliniraujan Sarkei uas then put and a division 
was called and taken. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Tt has 1 )(‘en rej)jes{uit(‘d to nit* that two members 
entered the Council Chamber aftei* the division bell cea.st‘d to ring. Their 
votes will not be recorded. 

The result of the division was then declared as follows: •— 


AYES. 


Ahamad, Maulvl A^slmuddln. 

A4imed, Maulvl Tayebuddin. 

Ahmed, Maulvl Zannoor. 

All, Maulvl Sayyed Sultan. 

Bagohl, Babu Romes Chandra. 
Banerjea, Dr. Pramathanath. 

Banerjee, Babu Satya KIshore. 

Basu, Babu Jatindra Nath. 

Basu, Babu Sarat Chandra. 

Bose, Babu Bejoy Krishna. 
ChakravartI, Mr. Byomkes. 
ChakravortI, Babu Jogindra Chandra. 
Chakravorty, Babu Sudarsan. 
Chatterjee, Babu times Chandra. 
Chaudhuri, Rai Harendranath. 
Chaudhury, Maulvl Md. Nurul Huq. 
Chaudhury, Maulvl Salyed Ahdur Rob. 
Chunder, Mr. Nirmal Chandra. 

Das, Dir. Mohinl Mohon. 

Das, Mr. C. R.. 

Datta, Babu iMthll Chandra. 

Daud, Mr. M. 

Dey, Babu Boroda Prosad. 

Oafur, Maulvl Atidul. 

Ganguly, Babu Khagendra Nath. 
Coonka, Babu Badridas. 

Guha, Mr. P. N. 


Haidar, Mr. 8. N. 

Haq, Shah Syed Emdadul. 
Hoque, Maulvl Sayedal. 

Hossain, Maulvl Wahed. 
Joardar, Maulvl Aftab Hossain. 
Khaltan, Babu Debi Prosad. 
Khan, Babu D:bendra Lai. 
Khan, Maulvl Abdur Rasohid. 
Khtn, Maulvr Amsoat. 

Khan, Maulvl Mahl Uddin. 
Mahammad, Maulvl Basar. 
Malty, Babu Mahendra Nath. 
Mitra, Babu Jogendra Nath. 
MItra, Babu Satyendra Chandra. 
MItter, Sir Provash Chunder. 
Mukerjea, Babu Taraknath. 
Nasker, Babu Hem Chandra. 
NeogI, Babu Manmohon. 

Quader, Maulvl AHbdul. 

Ralkut, Mr. Prasanna DOb. 

Ray, Babu A<banlsh Chandra. 
Ray, Babu Aviilbaran. 

Ray, Babu Nagendra Narayan. 
Ray, Babu Surendra Nath. 
Ray, Dr. Kumud Sankar. 

Ray, Kumar Shib Shekhareswar. 
Roy, Babu Manmatha Nath, 
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Roy, Bobu batecwripatl. 

Roy, Dr. Bldhan Chandra. 

Roy, Mr. D. N. 

Roy, Mr. KIran Sanfcar. 

Roy, Raja Manlloli Singh. 

Roy Chaudhury. Babu Brajendra Kishore. 
Roy Choudhurl, Ral Bahadur Satyendra 
Nath. 

Sarkar, Babu Hemanta Kumar. 


Barker, Babu Nalinlraiijan. 
Sarkar, Maulvl Mtah Buksb. 
Sasmai, Mr. B. N. 

Sen, Mr. N. C. 

Sen Gupta, Mr. J. M. 
Suhrawardy, Dr. A*. 
Suhrawardy, Mr. H. 8. 
Tarafdar, Maulvl Rajjb Uddin. 


NOES. 


Addams-Wllllams, Mr. C. 

Mey, Mr. 8. Mahboob. 

Band, Mr. R. N. 

Banerjee, Ral Bahadur Ablnash Chandra. 
Beg, Khan Bahadur MIraa Shuja'at /Ml. 
Carey, Sir Willoughby. 

Cholnuddin, Khan Bahadur Maulvl Md. 
Cohen, Mr. D. J. 

Cooper, Mr. C. C. 

Corcoran, Mr. B. J. 

Currie, Mr. W. C. 

Das, Babu Charu Chandra. 

Dey, Mr. O. G. 

Donald, the Hon’ble Mr. J. 

DUtt, Mr. G. 8. 

Eddls, Mr. B. E. C. 

Emerson, the Hon'ble Mr. T. 

FaroquI, Khan Bahadur K. G. M. 

Forrester, Mr. j. Campbell. 

Ghuznavl, the Hon’ble Hadji Mr. M K. A<bu 
Ahmed Khan. 

Godfrey, Sir George. 

Goode, Mr. S. W. 

Gordon, Mr. A. D. 

Heard, Major General R. 


Hossain, Khan Bahadur Maulvl Musharruf. 
Huq, Maulvl Ekramul. 

Huq, the Hon'ble Maulvl A. K. Fail-ul. 
James, F. E. 

Jameson, Mr. A. K. 

Lai Mahammad, Hajl. 

Liddell, Mr. H. C. 

Marr, Mr. A. 

Moberly, Mr. A. N. 

Moreno, Dr. H. W. B. 

Oaten, Mr. E. F. 

Pahlowan, Maulvl Md. Abdul Jubbar. 
Phelps, Mr. T. J. 

Philip, Mr. J. Y. 

Rahim, the Hon'ble Sir Abd-ur-. 

Ray, the Hon'ble Maharaja Bahadur 
Kshaunish Chandra. 

Ray Chaudhurl, Mr. K. C^ 

Roy, Mr. S. N. 

Saiam, Khan Bahadur MBuivi Abdus. 
Skinner, Mr. S. A. 

Swan, Mr. J. A. L. 

Travers, Mr. W. L. 

Villlers, Mr. Edward. 

Woodhead, Mr. j, A. 


The Ayes beiii^ 70 and the Noes 48, the motion was ca^rried. 


Prorogation, 

Mr. PRESIDENTS I have it in command fjoiii His ISxcelleiicy the 
Governor to declaie iJuU the Council stands ])i’orop^ued until such date as 
may be notified hereafter. 


B, G. Press— 18-9-1924~424M—1,602-~C. G. 
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Circular Boat), Oaloutta. 

Uai M. 0. Sarkar Bahadur a Sons, 
00-2A, Harrison Koa<1, Calcutta. 

MBSSns. Newman A Co., Oaloutta. 

Messrs. B. Cams hat A Oo., Calcutta. 

MBSSIIS. S. K. LAHIRI Ab OO., Printers 
and Booksellers, (3o>lege Street, Calouttn. 

THE STANDARD LlTBRATURB (COMPANY, 
LD , lS-1, Old Court House Street, 

Calcutta. 

UesshS. Thacker, Spink a Oo., Calcutta. 

The Wei don library, 18-5, Ohowriughoe 
Hoad, Oaloutta. 

Tub Young Men's Chris fian associa- 
tion PRESS, Oaloutta. 

Babu Jadunath Haidar, Muktoar and 
Uevoiine Ageut, Gorabnzar, Murhltldabad. 

Uabo S. C. TalUKDAR. P.oprletor, 
Studonta & (To.. Oooch Debar. 

Badu B. 0. Basak, Proprietor. The Albert 
Library. Nawabpur, Dacca. 

Bombay. 

Missus. A. II. WHEELER A 0o„ Bo itbay. 

MfSMlS. A. J. COHUUIDOB A OO.. 
Bombay. 

Messrs. D. b. Tauapouevai.la i Sons, 
BookHellers, 190, Horuby Uoad, Fort, 
Bombay. 

MESSRS. GOPATi NAUATAN A CO., 
Bombay. 

MRS. Radhabai atmaram Sagoon, 
Bomba) . 

MESSRS. RAMCnANDHA GOVIND A SON, 
Booksellers and Publisbeis, KHlbadoKli 
Bombay. 

MR. Ram NATH Sunder. Bombay. 

Messrs. Thacker a Co., Ld., Bombay. 

The standahd Bookstall, Kninobl. 

THE Proprietor. New Kitabkkann, Poona. 

Messrs, karsandas Narandas a sons, 
Sur it. 

Mr. Manqaldas Haukisandas, Sui t. 


Madras. 

Messrs. G. a. Natesan a Oo., Madras. 
Mrmbre. UiaoiNBOTHAM M Co*. Madras. 
Messrs. 8. murphy a Co., Madias. 
Messrs. Temple a Oo.. Madras. 

Messrs. Thompson A To.. Madras. 
MESSRS. V. KALTANARAMA IYER A OO., 
Booksellers, etc., Madras. 

M. R. IlT. B. M. GOPALAKBIBMNA KONE 
Madura. 

Messrs. Vas A Co.. Madnra. 


Oantaal Paovlnooa. 

The Manager. “Uitavada," Nagpui. 


iltad Paovli 


Messrs. A. H. Wheeler A Co., 
Allahabad. 

The Proprietor of the Newal 
Kibhorb Press, Lnoknow. 

MlTMSni SEETA Uam, Managing Proprietor, 
Indian Army Book DupOt, Juhi, Oawnpure. 
Managku, Imperial Book Depot, Dtlhi. 
OXFORD BOOK AND STATIONERY OO.. 
Delhi. 


Punjab* 

RAI SAHIB M. OULAB SlKGlt A SONS, 
Proprietors of the Mufld-l-um Frew, 
Lahore, Punjab. 

Mphsus. RAMA Krishna a Sons, 
Anni kali Street, Lahore. 

Messrs. Thacker, Spink A Oo., Simla. 


Bui*ma* 

THE SUPERINTENDENT, AMERICAN 
BAppisp Mission Press, Rangoon. 


Ceylon* 

Messrs. A. M. and J. Ferguson, Ceylou. 


AGENTS IN GREAT BRITAIN. 


MESSRS. A. COKSPABLE A CO., 10, Orange 
Street, Licester Square, London. W. 0. 

MESSRS. GbindLAT a Oo., 04, Parliament 
Street. Loudo», 8. W. 

MESSRS. Kbqan. Paul, Trench, 
TrObner a Co., 68-74, Oerter Lane, 
London, B.O, ; Oriental Department, 
39, New Oxford Street, Loudon, W.O. 

MR. B. QUaritoH, II, Grafton Street, New 
Bond Stieet, I^odoo, W« 

MESSRS. W. Thacker A Co., S, Creed 
Lane, Lndgata Hill* l49n4lon, B.C. 

MESSRS. P. S. KlNSf A SON, 3 & 4, Greit 
Smith Street, Weetniinster, London. S.W. 
Messrs. Bast and West. ld.. 8, 
Victoria Street, London. 8. W 1. 


Mr. b. H. Blackwell. so- 51, Broad 
street, Oxford. 

MESSRS. DKIGHTON BELL A OO.. LD*. 

Trinity Street, Cambridge. 

Messrs. Lusac A co.. 46. Great Bueeell 
Street, London, W.C. 

MESSRS. OLI7SR AND BOYD, Twceddale 
Court, Edinburgh. 

MESSRS. B. PONSONDY. LD., 116, 
Graftoo Street, Dublin. 

MR. T. Fisher Unwin, ld.. i. 

Adolpbi Teriaoe. London. W.O. 

Messrs* J. Whrldon and Wesley, 
LDm 2, 3 and 4, Arthur Street. New 
Oxfoi d Street, London, W.O. 2. 


agantb on thk continbnt. 


MR. Ernest Lerodx. Bne Bonaparte, 
Parle. France. 

MR. OTTO BAliXASSOWlTS.LetpUg. 


MU. Martinos NunoFF. The Bagne. 
Holland. 

Messrs. B. FaiSDLANDsa a BOSN, BerHu. 



rriHt«t.lDr 

OOVS^lfil^T >I«M, 






